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CITY   OF    KEEI^E. 


In  the  year  of  aur  Lord  one  thousand  ei'jht  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 


A  JOINT  HESOLUTION  ordering  the  printing  of  Annual  Reports. 
Tiisolred  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as  follows:  That 
there  be  printed  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  general  circulation,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Printing,  a 
suffirient  number  of  copies,  in  pamphlet  form,  of  the  proceedings 
attending  tin-  inauguration  of  tlie  City  Government  in  January  last, 
together  with  the  Ordinances  as  revised,  and  Joint  Resolutions  as 
luvve  since  been  passed,  or  may  be  tliought  proper,  with  the  Reports 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  the  City  Marshal,  City  Solicitor.  Trustees 
of  Woodland  Cemetery,  Trustees  of  Public  Library,  the  Board 
of  Health,  City  Clerk,  City  Messenger,  Superintendent  of  Water 
WorlvS,  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Engineer  of  Fire  Department, 
ajid  any  other  matter  thought  expedient. 


.Approved  Dec    4.  1879. 
\  true  copy.      Atte'^t : 


CHARLES  A.  GALE, 

President  Common  Council. 

REUBEN   STEWART, 

Mayor. 

!..  C.   DOOLITTLE, 

City  Clerk. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  CITY  GOVERNMENT. 


Tuesday,  January  7,  1879. 
The  members  elect  of  the  City  Government  liaving  met 
for  organization,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  City 
Charter,  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  by  law  was  admin- 
istered to  the  Mayor  elect,  Reuben  Stewart,  by  the 
City  Clerk,  L.  C.  Doolittle,  after  which  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  administered  the  oath  of  office  to  the  following 
Boards,  viz  : 

Board  of  Alderm^en: 

Horatio  Kimball, 
George  K.  Wright, 
Jason  French, 
NoRRis  G.  Gurnsey. 
Luther  P.  Alden. 

Board  of  Common  Council: 

Franklin  J.  Ware. 
Fred  A.  Barker, 
Charles  F.  Wilson, 
James  C.  Whittle, 
John  W.  Nye, 
Caleb  Goodnow, 
Charles  A.  Gale, 
Clark  N.  Chandler, 
Albert  O.  Fiske, 
Jehiel  Harlow, 
Dexter  W.  Gilbert, 
Warren  O.  Willson, 
Cheever  p.  Felch, 
Laton  Martin, 
James  H.  Smith. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Walker,  after  which 
the  Mayor  delivered  his  Inaugural  Address,  as  follows  : 
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MAYOR  STEWART'S  ADDRESS. 

(jretdlemen  of  the    Gity   Councils : — 

Having  taken  the  oatli  and  assumed  the  responsibilities 
of  office,  it  is  fitting,  as  we  enter  u})on  another  municipal 
year,  that  we  acknowledge  the  Power  that  has  sustained 
us  in  the  past,  and  seek  a  continuance  of  the  favor  and 
protection  of  Him  without  whom  all  our  efforts  are  vain. 

It  is  gratifying  to  recall  the  uniform  courtesy  and  kind- 
ness that  have  marked  the  intercourse  of  the  various  mem- 
bers and  officers  of  the  City  Government,  and  especially 
the  entire  harmony  that  has  prevailed  in  all  our  past  de- 
liberations ;  and  I  desire,  in  this  presence,  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  same,  and  also  to  express  my  thanks 
to  the  Aldermen  and  Councilmen  for  their  assistance  in 
the  performance  of  my  duties.  To-day,  as  I  address  you 
who  have  been  elected  councils  for  the  ensuing  year,  I  am 
encouraged  to  believe  that  I  sliall  have  able  and  compe- 
tent assistance  in  the  management  of  the  various  matters 
that  will  come  before  us. 

Among  my  future  associates  in  office,  I  recognize  nine 
who  have  been  re-elected,  and  whose  experience  will  be 
of  benefit  in  future  deliberations  ;  for,  in  my  judgment,  a 
year  or  more  of  experience  in  any  office  is  of  much  value 
to  any  one,  and  1  recommend  that  you  be  influenced  by 
this  consideration  in  tlie  aj)pointment  of  persons  to  fill  the 
various  offices. 

Tlie  (leneral  Statutes  relating  to  cities  })rovide  that 
"The  Mayor  shall,  from  time  to  time,  conununicate  to 
the  C/ity  C^ouncils  such  information,  and  recommend  such 
measures  as  the  interests  of  the  city  shall,  in  his  judg- 
ment, require."  I  shall  have  the  lionor  to  invite  you  to 
('(nisi(hM-  some  matters  of  X\\v  most  vital  importance  to  our 
city — more  imj)oitant,  perhaps,  than  any  that  have  come 
under  our  consideration  the  past  year. 


The  matter  of  salaries,  as  established  by  the  city  ordi- 
nances, may,  and  I  think  should,  demand  your  attention. 
I  alluded,  in  my  address  at  the  commencement  of  our  last 
municipal  year,  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  salary  of  the 
City  Clerk.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  com- 
mensurate with  the  amount  of  work  to  be  performed.  I 
also  think  there  should  be  an  increase  of  the  (Collector's 
salary,  based,  perhaps,  upon  the  faithful  ])erformance  of 
his  duties.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  city  can  better  afford 
to  pay  that  officer  well  when  he  collects  all,  or  nearly  all 
the  money  that  his  warrant  calls  for,  than  to  have  a  large 
arrearage  of  taxes  uncollected  at  the  close  of  his  official 
term.  While  I  am  fully  convinced  of  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  the  strictest  economy  in  every  department,  1 
am  as  fully  convinced  that  men  who  have  laborious  duties 
to  perform,  and  who  perform  those  duties  well,  should  be 
reasonably  well  paid  for  the  same. 

FINANCE. 

It  will  be  observed  that  $35,800  of  the  water  bonds 
and  $3,000  town  debt  became  due  the  first  of  this  month. 

By  vote  of  the  Councils,  bonds  bearing  a  rate  of  inter- 
est of  five  per  cent.,  and  to  run  twenty  years,  were  issued 
to  the  amount  of  $35,000,  leaving  the  balance  of  $3,800 
to  be  paid  from  funds  not  otherwise  appropriated.  These 
bonds  have  been  offered  to  subscribers  at  par,  and  have 
nearly  all  been  taken  ;  a  few  are  yet  to  be  disposed  of  to 
any  who  may  call  for  them.  This  leaves  $154,200  of  the 
water  bonds  uoav  outstandinji',  becomino;  due  at  intervals 
as  stated  in  the  Fourth  Annual  Report,  page  8,  the  near- 
est time  of  payment  being  July  1,  1880. 

There  is  yet  to  be  paid  $10,000  on  the  High  School 
building;  and  there  remained  a  balance  of  $26,078.57  in 
the  treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1878. 

The  matter  of  uncollected  taxes  has  had  considerable 
attention  the  past  year.      I  think  the   Collector   for   1877 
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and  1878  deserves  much  praise  for  his  fidelity  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties.  I  herein  give  for  comparison  and 
general  information  a  statement  of  the  yearly  collections 
of  taxes,  the  amounts  for  1874  being  only  for  that  part  of 
the  year  from  May  1  to  Dec.  1,  viz  : — 

Collected  Collected 

In  1874,  for  1873,  $  1,700       In  1877,  for  1875,  $  1,600 


1874,     45,800 


$47,500 


"   1876,    15,000 
''   1877,     56,500 


In  1875,  for  1873,  $  700 
"  "  1874,  10,400 
"      "   1875,    44,900 


$73,100 


In  1876,  for  1873,  $       900 
"      -   1874,  200 

"      "   1875,     16,100 
"      "   1876,    47,250 


$56,000       In  l<S78,forl873,  $       200 
"   1874,  205 

'^   1875,  100 

-  1876,  4,000 
"  1877,  15,800 
''   1878,*  56,000 


64,450  $76,305 

As  near  as  we  can  ascertain   from   accounts   obtained, 
there  remained  due  Dec.  1,  1878,  as  follows  : — 
For  1873,  $357.46  For  1876,  $  2,131.54 

1874,  319.45        1878,*     17,752.79 

1875,  366.25 

It  will  be  observed  there  is  an  apparent  overpayment 
for  1877  taxes,  by  com})aring  the  balance  reported  due  in 
last  report,  with  the  amount  paid  in  1878,  this  difference 
arising  from  having  included  some  payments  made  after 
the  Treasurer  closed  his  books.  The  true  statement  for 
1877  taxes  is  as  follows,  viz  ; — 


*Paid  since  December  1,  $3,700,  in  addition  to  this  amount. 


DK. 

Amount  of  warrant,  $75,91().25 

Taxes  added  after  warrant  was  issued,  329.00 

Interest  collected,                      '  36.00 


$7.6,281.25 


CR. 

Cash  paid  in  1.S77,          -  $56,500.00 

1878,  15,800.00 

since  Dec.  1,  70.67 

Discounts,  2,471.86 

Abatements,  1,298.85 

Property  sold  to  city,  139.87 


$76,281.25 
I  understand  the  Collectors  previous  to   1877   have  re- 
ceived no   salary  ;   if  this   amount,  |350   per  year,  is   al- 
lowed as  an  offset,  it  will  about  balance  the  amounts  for 
1873,  1874  and  1875,  and  leave  but  $1,781.54  due   for 

1876.  It  will  be  seen  by  page  22,  Fifth  Annual  Report, 
that  the  Mayor  was  requested  to  require  immediate  pay- 
ment of  taxes  due,  "in  default  thereof  to  proceed  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire."  I  have 
delayed  such  action,  hoping  the  Collectors  would  pay  the 
balance  due  and  save  the  necessity  of  enforcing  this  order, 
and  I  still  hope  and  trust  the  Collector  for  187()  will  set- 
tle the  balance  due  from  him  vvitliout  further  delay. 

I  also  present  the  following  statement  showing  a  com- 
parison of  expenditures  for  the  twu  years  ending  Dec.  1, 

1877,  and  Dec.  1,  1878:— 


1877. 

1878. 

Increase. 

Decrease 

County  Tax, 

9,645.96 

9,645.96 

Salaries  and  ordinai'y  exp., 

7,480.55 

7,623.28 

142.73 

City  paupers. 

2,217.00 

1.835.34 

381.66 

County  paupers, 

2.728.80 

2.429.59 

299  21 

Highways  and  bridges, 

9,296  93 

5,514  18 

3,782.75 

Fire  department, 
2 

3.03.3.45 

2,029.85 

1,003  60 
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1877. 

1878.     iiiOi-ease. 

l)efcreasc. 

'Street 'lamps, 

1,772.00 

1,684.71 

137.29 

Library, 

•88i.2fi 

308.44 

512.82 

Land  damage. 

788.62 

42.25 

746.37 

Exteusion  of  cemetei'y. 

5»2.42 

552.42 

Schools. 

''15..'>25.89 

14,852.45 

673.44 

Union  Seiiool  District, 

■12,000.00 

11,500.00 

500.00 

District  No.  2,  repairs, 

60.00 

60.0.0 

Simmons  fund. 

96.00 

45.00 

ol.OO 

Decoration  day. 

100.00 

100.00 

Repairs  water  works. 

1,043.57 

903.50 

140.07 

Extension  water  works. 

474.83 

'474.83 

Police  department; 

2,238.87  ' 

2,128.69 

110.16 

Interest  on  water  loail. 

9,270.00 

9,408.00 

188.00 

Town  bonds  and  interest, 

9,288.00 

180.00 

9.108.00 

Bal.  overdrafts  and  int.. 

1,316.86 

1.316.86 

Outstanding  orders. 

114.41 

114.41 

Ministerial  fund, 

191.44 

191.44 

State  tax  for  1877, 

11,988.00 

11,988.00 

Totals,  #90,056.86  182,480.68  $7,576. 1« 

it  will  be  observed  by  the  above  statement,  that  by 
adding  the  State  tax  to  the  1877  footing;  and  deductino- 
the  town  bonds,  there  is  shown  a  decrease  in  other  items 
of  over  $10,000.  The  ordinary  city  cliarges  were  in^ 
creased  about  $1100,  by  expense  and  damiige  account  of 
law  suits  referred  to  in  report  of  City  Solicitor. 

HIGHWAYS    .\NI)    BRIDGES. 

1  know  of  no  reason  for  asking  a  much  larger  appropri- 
ation for  highways  and  bridges  than  that  of  last  year,  un- 
less you  think  it  necessary  to  make  extraordinary  repairs 
on  account  of  the  liabilitv  to  such  excessive  damaofes  as 
have  been  demanded  of  us  the  past  year.  There  seems  to 
be  a  serious  question  raised ,  whether  it  is  better  to  expend 
thousands  of  dollars  to  protect  our  roads,  beyond  what 
other  towns  do,  <n-  to  take  our  chances  again  and  again  in 
court,  of  paying  large  damages  for  every  man's  misfor- 
tune or  carelessness. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Su])e]-iut(>udent  that 


637  loads  of  gravel  have  been  used  from  the  river  bed 
durino-  the  year.  His  pay  roll  and  other  expenses  have 
been  |4,7r)().8<S  ;  add  to  this  bills  approved  by  him,  and 
passed  through  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  (^laims, 
and  the  whole  expense  for  highways  and  bridges  amounts 
to  $5,514.18,  as  compared  with  $9,21J().93  for  the  pre- 
ceding year,  it  being  also  much  less  than  in  any  previous 
year.  Possibly  there  may  not  have  been  as  much  ex- 
pended upon  the  highways  as  was  needful,  but  I  think  a 
j)art  of  this  decrease  is  attributal)le  to  economy  in  work 
performed  and  materials  piux'hased. 

WATER    WORKS. 

The  Superintendent  reports  the  number  of  service  pi[)es 
to  Dec.  1,  1878,  as  843. 
Received  for  water  rates,  $(!.().S5.2o 

Received  from  other  sources,  42.85 

ij?(i,  728.08 

Water  rates  uncollected,  $848.75. 

I'otal  cost  of  the  water  works,  $159,893.26. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  receipts  for  water  rates  fall 
short  of  the  interest  on  the  water  h)an  about  $3000,  which 
is  about  the  amount  necessary  for  the  annual  appropria- 
tion asked  from  other  city  funds.  He  says  the  water  has 
been  for  the  "most  part  of  good  quality."  I  wish  it 
might  be  said  that  the  water  is  good  all  through  the  year, 
l)ut  I  hear  many  complaints  that  at  some  seasons  it  is  im- 
])ure  and  unht  for  cidinarv  pur[)oses.  I  recommend  that 
the  Water  Commissioners  inquire  into  this  matter  and  see 
if  some  plan  of  filtering  it  at  the  outlet  of  the  pond  can- 
not be  devised. 

FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

I  tbink  our  Fire  Department  is  in  good  working  order, 
and  well  manned.  I  refer  you  to  the  details  of  the  report 
of  the  (%ief  Engineer.      His  remarks  in  regard  to  the  in- 
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sufficiency  of  the  fire  alarm  are  pertinent,  and  J  hope  a 
better  one  will  be  provided  without  further  delay.  He 
does  not,  in  my  judgment,  overestimate  the  importance  of 
the  matter.  A  committee  was  appointed  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  but  they  have  not  yet  remedied  the  evil.  You 
will  also  notice  his  suggestions  as  to  an  increase  of  the 
amount  })aid  the  firemen,  and  for  improvements  in  the 
grounds  in  front  of  the  engine  houses  on  the  Cheshire 
Railroad  land,  and  in  regard  to  purchasing  a  steamer  ;  and 
take  such  action  as  seems  advisable.  While  I  always 
wish  to  enjoin  economy,  I  think  it  important  to  supply 
everything  needful  for  a  good  and  efficient  fire  depart- 
ment ;  I  also  concur  in  his  recommendation  relating  to  a 
fire  patrol. 

WOODLAND    CEMETERY. 

The  new  ordinance  passed  last  year,  appointing  three 
Trustees  of  Woodland  Cemetery,  seems  to  have,  so  far, 
worked  well ;  and  I  think  will  give  general  satisfaction. 
The  Trustees  have  given  careful  attention  to  the  matter  of 
laying  out  and  beautifying  the  grounds,  and  have  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  work.  The  ordinance  proA'ides  that  • 
"All  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  lots  shall  be  deposit- 
ed each  month  in  one  of  the  savings  banks  in  the  city, 
and  be  kept  as  a  distinct  fund,  to  be  appropriated  exclus- 
ively to  improving  and  ornamenting  the  cemetery,  and 
shall  be  drawn  from  the  bank  only  by  a  vote  of  the  Trus- 
tees, for  })urp()ses  specified  in  the  vote."  As  will  be  seen 
by  their  report,  the  Trustees  have  exi)ended  $1,702.14  in 
the  improvements  and  work  done.  In  pro^•iding  for  this 
they  have  drawn  $1,375  from  the  cemetery  fund  that  had 
been  deposited  in  the  savings  bank,  leaving  |813.()2  still 
on  deposit.  The  recei})ts  for  the  sale  of  lots  may,  in  the 
future,  be  sufficient  to  meet  necessary  outlays,  as  the  ex- 
penses for  improvements  will  not  be  so  large  as  iu  the 
past. 
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SEWERAGE. 

This  important  question  still  stares  us  in  the  face.  The 
matter  has  been  frequently  discussed  during  the  past  year, 
and  many  petitions  have  been  presented  for  sewers  or 
drains  ;  but  when  considering  the  large  debt  already  rest- 
ing u[)on  us  and  the  possibility  of  its  being  very  largelv 
increased,  and  regarding  an  act  of  building  sewers  for  any 
one  locality  as  necessitating  the  building  of  many  others, 
and  thus  leading  to  a  large  expenditure,  action  has  been 
deferred  from  time  to  time.  Still  the  fact  remains  patent 
that  some  general  system  of  sewerage  should  be  devised 
and  acted  upon  ere  long,  if  we  regard  the  good  health  of 
our  citizens. 

TRAMPS. 

The  C'Ounty  C'Ommissioners,  in  their  report  of  last  May, 
say  :  "  We  hope  our  Legislature,  in  their  wisdom,  next 
June,  will  devise  some  plan  to  relieve  the  community  of 
this  increasing  trouble."  As  is  well  known,  the  Legisla- 
ture did  pass  a  very  stringent  law,  that  seemed  likely  to 
bear  severely  in  some  cases  upon  the  poor  men  ;  but  the 
effect  has  been  a  sure  relief  to  our  community.  There 
has  been  some  difference  between  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  in  regard  to  the  support  of  the  tramps.  I  recom- 
mend that  you  and  the  new  Board  of  Overseers  endeavor 
to  arrange  matters  relating  to  this  subject  in  future  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  city,  wliich  I  am  confident  you  will  do. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  seems  not  much  for  us  to  say  in  regard  to  schools, 
the  whole  system  (or  nearly  all)  being  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Board  of  Education.  They  say,  in  their 
report  :  ' '  We  can  only  ho})e  that  the  rural  districts  will 
soon  realize  the  propriety  of  surrendering  their  individual- 
ity and  merging  into  one  united  whole,  working  together 
for  the  more  equal  distribution  of  pupils  and  money,  and 
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securing  thorough  and  more  permanent  teachers  through- 
out tlie  town."  I  concur  in  the  hope  tlms  expressed.  If 
the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Education  coidd  be 
made  at  the  same  time  as  the  other  city  reports,  it  would 
be  much  more  satisfactory  in  comparing  our  ai^counts  of 
payments  of  school  money. 

MANCHESTER    AND    KEENE    RAILROAD. 

The  gratuity  claimed  from  the  city  by  this  road  will 
demand  our  serious  attention.  T  will  not  attempt  to  re- 
hearse the  whole  history  of  this  matter,  but  briefly  state 
that  the  railroad  company  ran  a  train  into  Keene  before 
the  first  of  December  ult.,  and  upon  that  have  claimed 
the  gratuity  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  City  Councils  haye 
claimed  tliat  the  road  was  not  and  is  not  yet  completed  for 
use  in  accordance  with  the  true  menning  of  the  terms  of 
the  vote,  and  they  have  made  examinations  of  the  road 
and  taken  counsel  that  seems  to  sustain  them  in  such  a 
conclusion.  The  action  upon  this  matter  for  the  future  is 
before  you,  and  will  be  for  you  to  consider.  My  desire 
is  that  full  justice  may  hv  done,  both  to  the  railroad  com- 
pany and  to  the  city.  If  the  gratuity  claimed  rightfully 
belongs  to  them,  it  should  be  paid;  we  should  only  seek 
to  know  what  is  right,  and  endeavor  that  whatever  is  done 
may  be  done  legally  as  well  as  honestly  ;  and  if  the  city 
have  not  received  the  benefit  that  belongs  to  them,  that 
the  com})any  be  required  to  furnish  it,  or  that  the  moru^y 
be  withheld. 

I  emphatically  deny  that  I  ha\'e  any  prejudice  against 
the  road,  or  that  I  desire  you  to  "repudiate"  any  just 
claim  or  obligation  resting  upon  the  city.  And  I  as  em- 
phatically repeat  that  my  determination  is  only  to  protect 
the  rights  of  the  city,  w^hich,  as  its  executive  ofiicer.  I  am 
in  dutv  bound  to  do  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
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MISCELLAN  EOUSv 


rho  Trustoes  of  the  Public  Library  seem  to  take  a  deep 
interest  in  its  welfare  and  efficiency.  They  report  3,942 
books  on  hand  Dec.  1,  1(S78^  number  issued  during  the 
year,  27,406  ;  the  largest  number  for  any  one  month  was 
2,H46,  and  the  smallest  numbef,  1,775. 

The  Committee  on  Lands  report  the  receipts  for  the 
'city  pasture  as  $144  for  the  })ast  year.  I  would  recom- 
mend the  sale  of  this  ])ro])erty  if  a  fair  sum  can  be  realized 
for  the  same. 

I  I'efer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  City  Marshal,  the  Po- 
lice Justice,  and  the  Board  of  Flealth. 

It  will  l>e  observed  that  the  jNIarshal  reports  a  large  in^ 
"crease  of  arrests  over  the  previous  year — particularly  for 
drunkenness.  I  very  much  regret  that  our  citizens  have 
the  reputation  of  dealing  out  such  quantities  of  vile  and 
destructive  compounds,  called  ardent  spirits,  and  sincere^ 
ly  hope  some  remedy  may  be  devised  and  applied  for  a 
sure  removal  of  this  great  evil. 

CONCIiUSrON. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  in  closing  this  address,  1  would 
urgently,  and  with  confidence,  recommend  that  you  per- 
mit nothing  to  divert  you  from  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  duties  you  owe  to  the  best  interests  of  our  city,  as 
a  whole. 

Our  acts  will  be,  as  they  ought  to  be,  carefully  scruti- 
nized and  freely  commented  on  by  a  watchful  and  inde- 
pendent press,  and  a  still  more  watchful  and  independent 
people,  so  that  no  one  can  escape  censure  if  he  neglects 
the  duties  of  his  office,  oi-  disgrace  if  he  performs  them 
corruptly.  On  the  other  hand,  a  faithful  discharge  of  our 
obligations  will  bring  credit  to  the  city,  whose  interests 
we  have  at  heart,  as  well  as  to  ourselves. 

From  each  of  you  I  ask  advice  and  counsel,  and  desire 
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that  you  will  not  hesitate  to  suggest  anything  that  you 
may  think  will  aid  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  official 
duties. 

I  trust  that  our  association  will  be  productive  of  mutual 
respect  and  good  will,  and  that  the  close  of  the  term  will 
leave  nothing  to  regret  in  the  way  we  have  conducted  our- 
selves towards  each  other,  and  to  the  city  which  has  hon- 
ored us. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mayor^s  address,  on  motion,  the 
members  of  the  City  Government  adjourned  to  meet  in 
joint  convention  at  7  :30  o'clock  p.  m,,  when  L.  C  Doo- 
little  was  elected  City  Clerk.  Afterward  the  Council  was 
organized  by  the  choice  of  Charles  A.  Gale,  President^ 
and  Charles  H.  Whitney,  Clerk. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


KEENE  CITY  GOVERNMENT, 

1879. 


MAYOR : 
KEUBE^  STEWART. 


ALDERMEN : 
Ward  1.  Ward  3. 

Horatio  Kimball.  Jason  French. 

Ward  2.  Ward  4. 

George  K.  Wright.  Norris  G.  Gurnsey. 

Ward  5 — Luther  P.  Alden. 
Lucius  C.  Doolittle,  City  Clerh. 


COUNCILMEN  : 
Charles  A.  Gale,  Preside^it. 

Ward  1.  Ward  3. 

Franklin  J.  Ware,  Charles  A.  Gale, 

Fred  A.  Barker,  Clark  N.  Chandler, 

Charles  F.  Wilson.  Albert  O.  Fiske. 

Ward  2.  Ward  4. 

James  C.  Whittle,  Jehiel  Harlow, 

John  W.  Nye,  Dexter  W.  Gilbert, 

Caleb  Goodnow.  Warren  O.  Willson. 

Ward  5. 
Cheever  P.  Felch,        Laton  Martin,        James  H.  Smith. 
Charles  H.  Whitney,  >  ^;    ; 
James  E.  Parmentee,    5 
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JOINT  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Finance. — The  Mayor,  Alderman  Freiicli,  (^oiincilmen 
Martin  and  Chandler. 

Lands  and  Buildings, — Alderman  Gurnsey,  Council- 
men  C.  F.  Wilson  and  Goodnow. 

^r^c?^e6•. -Alderman Wright, Councilmen  Felch  and  Nye. 

Streets^  Setoers  and  Drains. — Alderman  Wright, 
(youncilmen  C-  F.  Wilson  and  Smith. 

Burying  Grotinds .—A\(\eYxni\\\  Gurnsey,  Councilmen 
r>arker  and  W.  O.  Willson. 

Fii^e  Department.  —  Alderman  Alden.  CV)uncilmen 
Fiske  and  Felch. 

Lamps  and  Lamp  Posts. — Alderman  Alden,  C-ouncil- 
men  Whittle  and  Ware. 

Water  Works. — Alderman  French,  Councilmen  Mar- 
tin and  Harlow. 

Printing. — Alderman  Alden,  Councilmen  Harlow  and 
Gilbert. 

S'c/iools. — Alderman  Kimball,  Councilmen  Nye  and 
VV.  O.  Willson. 

Claims. — Alderman  French,  (Viimcilmen  Barker  and 
Chandler. 

Engrossed  Bills.  —  Alderman  Kimball,  Councilmen 
Gilbert  and  Whittle. 

Public  Library.  —  Alderman  Kimball,  Councilmen 
Ware  and  Fiske. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN. 

Bills  on  their  Secoi/d  Reading. — Aldermen  Wright, 
Gurnsey  and  Alden. 

Licenses. — Aldermen  Kimball,  French  and  Gurnsey. 

Simmons  and  Ministerial  Funds. — Aldermen  Kim- 
ball, Wright  and  Alden. 

Police. — Aldermen  Kimball. Wriijlit  and  French. 
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COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Bills  on  their  Second  Reading. — Councilmen  Good- 
no  w,  Gilbert  and  Nye. 

Elections. — Councilmen  W.  O.  Willson,  Smith  and 
Whittle. 


CITY    SOLICITOR  : 

John  T.  Abbott. 


CITY    TREASURER  : 

Henry  S.  Martin. 


CITY    MARSHAL  : 

Edwin  R.  Locke. 


OVERSEERS    OF    THE    POOR  : 

.  William  L.  Davis,  Hiram  kS  to  well, 

Cyrus  Piper,  Shubael  White, 

A.  J.  Aldrich. 


CONSTABLE  : 

Edwin  O.  Keith. 


CITY    MESSENGER  : 

Edwin  O.  Keith. 


POLICE    JUSTICE  : 

Edward  Farrar. 


SUPERINTENDENT    OF    SCHOOLS 

Mrs.  E.  J.  C.  Gilbert. 


CITY    PHYSICIAN  : 

John  H.  Leach. 


SEXTON : 
Philander  Howland. 
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BOARD    OF   WATER    COMMISSIONERS  : 

Daii'l  H.  Holbrook,     Edward  Joslin,     John  Humphrey. 


SUPERINTENDENT    OF    WATER    WORKS 

Georffe  F.  Sanborn. 


SUPERINTENDENT    OF    HIGHWAY* 

Charles  N.  Wilder. 


HEALTH    COMMISSIONERS  : 

Hosea  Foster,  John  H.  Leach,  William  Geddes. 


LIBRARIAN  : 

Lizzie  M.  Brooks, 


TRUSTEES    OF  PUBLIC    LIBRARY  : 

D.  W.  Gilbert,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Hatch, 

Wm.  P.  Chamberlain,  Mrs.  M.  R.  Osborne, 

A.  B.  Hey  wood,  Mrs.  E.  J.  C.  Gilbert. 


TRUSTEES    OF    WOODLAND    CEMETERY  : 

H.  P.  Muchmore,  Elbridge  Clarke, 

John  G.  Stone- 


ASSESSORS  : 

John  W.  Babbitt,  A.  T.  Wilder, 

George  Kingsbury,  Z.  K.  Graves, 

Laton  Martin, 


COLLECTOR    OF    TAXES 

Samuel  O.  Gates. 


POLICE    OFFICERS  : 

Day  Police — E.  R.  Locke. 
Night  Police — Geo.  H.  Kellogg. 
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E.  R.  Locke,  Chief; 
Geo.  H.  Kellogg, 
Frank  C.  Hardy 
Frederick  L.  Pitcher, 
Ralph  J.  Holt, 
Philander  Howland, 
Charles  Holton, 


SPECIAL    POLICE  : 

E.  O.  Keith, 
S.  O.  Gates, 
Parker  C.  Butler, 
Jacob  Staples, 
John  W.  Babbitt, 


Jonas  C.  Rice, 
James  Bierne, 


Wm.  H.  Reyoum. 


CHIEF    ENGINEER    FIRE    DEPARTMENT  : 

Virgil  A.  Wright. 
[For  List  of  Members  of  Fire  Department,  see  Report 
of  Chief  Engineer.] 


CITY    CHARTER, 

WITH  THE  AMENDMENTS  THERETO. 


AN  ACT  TO  ESTABLISH  THE  CITY  OF  KEENE. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Ho  am  of  Representatives  in 
General   Court  Convened: 

Section  1.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Keene  in  the 
county  of  Cheshire  shall  continue  to  be  a  body  corporate  and 
politic,  under  the  name  of  the  city  of  Keene. 

Skction  2.  The  said  city  of  Keene  herel)y  is  divided  into 
five  wards,  which  shall  be  constituted  as  follows,  namely  : 

Ward  No.  1  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  town  of  Keene 
now  included  within  the  following  limits,  viz  :  bounded  north- 
erly by  a  line  drawn  easterly-  from  Central  square,  through  the 
centre  of  Roxbury  street  and  the  centre  of  the  highway  lead- 
ing by  the  dwelling  houses  of  Miles  T.  Buckminster  and 
John  W.  Nye,  to  Roxbury  ;  easterly  by  the  town  lines  be- 
tween said  Keene,  Marlboro'  and  Swanzey  ;  and  westerly  h\ 
a  line  drawn  southerly  from  said  Central  square  through  the 
centre  of  Main  street  and  the  road  leading  to  Swanzey  Fac- 
tory Village. 

Ward  No.  2  shall  include  all  that  part  of  said  Keene  in 
eluded  within  the  following  limits,  viz  :  bounded  northerly  by 
the  town  lines  between  said  Keene  and  Gilsuni ;  easterh'  by  the 
town  lines  between  said  Keene,  Sullivan  and  Roxbury  ;  south- 
erly by  the  northern  limit  above  described  of  Ward  No.  1  ; 
and  westerly  by  a  line  intersecting  with  said  last  mentioned 
line,  and  drawn  thence  northerly  through  said  Central  square, 
the  centre  of  Washington  street,  and  the  road  leading  by  the 
dwelling-house  of  E.  G.  Holnian,  to  Gilsum. 
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Ward  No.  3  shall  include  all  that  part  of  said  Keene  in- 
cluded within  the  following  limits,  viz  :  bounded  northed}'  by 
the  town  lines  between  said  Keene,  Gilsnm  and  Surry  ;  east- 
erl}'  li}'  the  west  line  above  described  of  Ward  No.  2  ;  and 
westerly  b}'  a  line  drawn  north-westerly  through  said  Central 
square,  the  centre  of  Court  street,  and  the  centre  of  the  old 
road  leading  by  the  dwelling  houses  of  Charles  Wright  and 
Calvin  Randall  to  said  Surry. 

Ward  No.  4  shall  include  all  that  part  of  said  Keene  includ- 
ed within  the  following  limits,  viz  :  bounded  northerly  by  the 
town  lines  between  said  Keene,  Surry  and  Westmoreland : 
easterly  by  the  west  line  above  described  of  Ward  No.  3  ; 
southerl}'  by  a  line  intersecting  with  said  last  mentioned  line, 
and  drawn  thence  westerly  through  Central  square,  the  centre 
of  West  street,  and  the  centre  of  highway  leading  from  said 
West  street  by  the  dwelling  houses  of  Charles  N.  Wilder, 
Josiah  Saw3'er,  Joseph  Wilson,  Daniel  Brown  and  Isaiah 
Robbins,  to  Chesterfield ;  and  westerly  by  the  town  lines  be- 
tween said  Keene,  Westmoreland  and  Chesterfield. 

Ward  No.  5  shall  include  all  that  part  of  said  Keene  includ- 
ed within  the  following  limits,  viz :  bounded  northerly  by  the 
south  line  above  described  of  Ward  No.  4,  easterh'  b}^  the 
west  line  above  described  of  Ward  No.  1  ;  southerly  by  the 
town  lines  between  said  Keene  and  Chesterfield  and  Swanzey. 

Section  3.  At  the  first  meeting  after  the  adoption  of  this 
act,  there  shall  be  chosen  in  each  of  said  wards,  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  law,  one  alderman,  three  common  council- 
men,  one  assessor  of  taxes,  and  one  overseer  of  the  poor. 

Section  4.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  of  said 
city  of  Keene,  for  the  choice  of  city  and  ward  officers,  shall 
be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  December  annually ;  and 
all  city  and  ward  officers  who  are  chosen  by  the  people  shall 
hold  their  respective  offices  for  one  3'ear  from  the  first  Tues- 
day of  Januaiy  next  succeeding,  and  until  others  are  chosen 
and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

Section  5.  The  mayor,  aldermen  and  common  councilmen 
shall  meet  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  oath  of 
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their  respective  offices  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January  in  each 
year,  at  ten  o'clocl^  in  the  forenoon. 

Section  6.  A  police  court  is  hereby  established  within  said 
city  of  Keene,  constituted  in  the  raauner  prescribed  in  section 
2,  chapter  196  of  the  General  Statutes  of  this  State,  with  all 
the  powers  and  made  subject  to  all  the  duties  prescribed  for 
police  courts  in  and  by  said  chapter. 

Section  7.  All  the  power  and  authority  now  vested  by  law 
in  said  town  of  Keene  in  regard  to  the  construction,  mainten- 
ance and  management  of  water  works,  is  hereby  transferred 
to  and  vested  in  the  city  council,  and  shall  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution by  the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  or  board  of 
water  commissioners,  or  such  otl)er  manner  as  said  city  coun- 
cil shall  determine. 

Section  8.  Within  fifteen  days  after  the  acceptance  of 
this  act  by  the  legal  voters  of  the  town  of  Keene  in  the  man- 
ner hereinafter  prescribed,  the  selectmen  of  said  town,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  first  election  under  this  charter,  shall  prepare, 
revise,  correct,  and  post  up,  in  the  manner  in  which  selectmen 
of  towns  are  now  required  to  do,  an  alphabetical  list  of  voters 
in  each  ward  of  the  city,  and  shall  issue  and  serve  their  war- 
rant for  a  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  in  their  respective  wards 
for  the  choice  of  all  city  officers  who  are  elected  by  the  people. 
Such  warrant  shall  be  posted  at  least  fourteen  days  before  the 
time  appointed  for  said  meetings,  and  shall  designate  the  time 
and  place  for  the  meetings  in  the  respective  wards.  At  said 
meeting,  each  of  said  wards  shall  choose  a  moderator,  clerk, 
three  selectmen,  one  alderman,  three  members  of  the  com- 
mon council,  one  assessor,  and  one  overseer  of  the  poor,  and 
shall  also  give  in  their  votes  for  a  mayor  and  such  other  offi- 
cers as  are  then  to  be  voted  for.  The  clerk  of  each  ward  shall 
deliver  certificates  of  their  election  to  the  persons  elected 
aldermen  and  members  of  the  common  council,  and  a  copy  of 
the  record  of  election  to  said  selectmen  of  the  town,  certified 
by  himself,  the  moderator,  and  a  majority  of  the  selectmen  of 
said  ward,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  termination  of 
said  ward  meeting.  The  selectmen  shall,  within  two  days 
after  receiving  said  returns,  examine,  compare,  and  record  the 
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same,  ascertain  the  result  of  the  election,  and  gi\'e  notice  in 
writing  to  the  person  chosen  mayor  of  his  election.  If  a 
mayor  shall  not  have  been  elected  at  such  meeting,  the  select- 
men shall  forthwith  issue  their  warrant  for  another  meeting, 
as  pro\ided  in  this  section,  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be 
had  and  repeated  until  a  mayor  shall  be  chosen.  Any  legal 
voter  in  the  respective  wards  may  call  the  first  meeting  to  or- 
der, and  preside  until  a  moderator  shall  be  chosen. 

Section  9.  This  act  shall  be  void,  unless  a  majority  of  the 
legal  voters  of  said  town  of  Keene  shall,  by  a  majority  of  the 
voters  present  and  voting  thereon  by  ballot,  determine  to 
adopt  the  same  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the  voters  of  said 
town. 

Section  10.  The  selectmen  shall  issue  and  serve  their 
warrant  as  proscribed  by  law  at  least  fourteen  da3's  before 
said  meeting  to  the  legal  voters  of  said  town,  to  see  if  they 
will  adopt  this  charter  for  a  cit}'  government  —  said  votes  to 
be  taken  by  ballot. 

Section  11.  The  first  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  of  said 
Keene  for  the  choice  of  city  and  ward  officers  shall  be  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  April  following  the  adoption  of  this 
act.  The  mayor,  aldermen  and  common  councilmen  then 
elected  shall  meet  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
oath  of  their  respective  offices  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May 
next  succeeding.  All  the  city  and  ward  officers  elected  by 
the  people  in  April  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

[Approved  July  3,  1873.] 


AN  ACT  IN  AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CHARTER  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  KEENE. 

Be  it  encii-ted  b>/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  Gonrened : 
Section  1.  There  shall  be  elected  iu  each  ward,  on  Ihe 
first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  I)}' 
major  vote,  and  at  each  biennial  state  election  thereafter,  one 
supervisor  of  check-Hsts,   and  the   supervisors  thus   elected 
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siiall  constitute  a  joint  board  whose  duty  it  shall  Ije  to  canvass 
each  ward,  at  least  twenty  days  preceding  the  posting  of  the 
check-lists,  as  now  prescribed  by  law,  to  obtain  ns  near  as 
possible  a  list  of  the  legal  voters,  from  which  they  shall  make 
up  an  alphabetical  list  of  all  the  legal  voters  of  each  ward. 
Certified  copies  of  said  lists  shall  be  given  into  the  hands  of 
the  selectmen  of  the  several  wards  seventeen  days  previous  to 
every  election,  which  copies  sball  be  posted  by  the  selectmen 
as  now  required  by  law. 

Sect.  2.  Said  supervisors  shall  publish  in  the  newspapers 
of  the  city,  at  least  fifteen  days  previous  to  every  election,  a 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  for  the  correction  of 
said  check-lists,  and  also  give  notice  of  the  same  on  the  afore- 
said copies  in  the  same  manner  as  now  provided  by  law  for 
Kselectraen,  which  meetings  shall  be :  the  first,  not  less  than 
five  da^'s  previous  to  election,  (exclusive  of  Sunday,)  and  the 
last  meeting  on  the  day  preceding  every  election,  from  the 
hours  of  two  p.  m.  to  six  p.  m.,  and  from  seven  p.  m.  to  ten 
p.  m.  on  each  of  said  days,  and  no  name  shall  be  added  to 
said  check-lists  after  the  last  meeting,  except  such  name  as 
ma}^  have  been  left  off  through  mistake  ;  and  not  then  unless 
the  supervisor  in  attendance,  in  an}-  ward  where  such  omission 
occurs,  shall  have  positive  knowledge  or  information  that  said 
person  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city  for  the  period  of  one 
year,  and  in  the  ward  six  months. 

Sect.  3.  The  several  check-lists,  as  finally  corrected  b}' 
the  supervisors,  shall  be  returned  to  the  sele(;tmen  of  their 
respective  wards  before  the  hour  of  meeting,  and  shall  be  used 
in  voting  at  every  election  ;  and  the  clerk  of  each  ward  shall, 
Avithin  ten  days  after  every  election,  leave  said  lists  with  the 
cit}'  clerk  to  be  preserved. 

Sect.  4.  Said  supervisors  shall  meet  and  organize  by  elect- 
ing one  of  the  board  as  chairman,  said  chairman  selecting, 
with  advice  and  consent  of  the  other  members,  one  of  their 
number  to  serve  in  each  ward  at  all  elections,  said  supervisor 
to  serve  in  another  ward  than  the  one  in  which  he  w^as  elected, 
or  is  a  voter,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  decide  all  contested 
cases  which  mav  arise  by  reason  of  omission  as  herein  before 
mentioned. 
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Sect.  ').  Said  supervisors  shall  be  commissioned  by  the 
mayor  to  act  as  police  officers,  which  shall  be  for  election  days 
only  ;  and  tliey  shall  remain  in  attendance  at  the  polls  during 
every  election  day,  unless  necessarily  absent. 

Sect.  G.  Said  supervisors  shall. have  the  same  powers  and 
be  entitled  to  the  same  protection  by  law,  while  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  as  is  now  afforded  to  selectmen  while 
in  attendance  correcting  the  check-lists,  or  otherwise  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties,  and  may  reqnire  the  presence  of 
preserve  policemen  to  order,  if  necessary. 

Sect.  7.  The  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen  shall  have 
power  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  may  occur  in  the  board  of 
supervisors. 

Sect.  8.  The  chairman  of  the  board  of  supervisors  shall 
select  the  ward  canvassers,  which  shall  be  not  less  than  two 
for  each  ward. 

Sect.  9.  The  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen  shall  fix  the 
compensation  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  which  shall  not  be 
over  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day  for  actual  service. 

Sect.  10.  The  board  of  aldermen  shall,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  October  next,  appoint  five  supervisors,  one  from 
each'ward,  and  the  persons  so  appointed  shall,  upon  taking 
the  oath  of  office  bylaw  prescribed,  have  and  shall  possess 
and  enjoy  all  the  power  vested  by  law  to  be  performed  b}'  such 
officers  for  the  first  meeting  held  for  the  election  of  such  super- 
visors, who  shall  perform  all  the  duties  thereof  until  others 
are  elected  in  their  places  as  provided  by  section  first  of  this 
amendment. 

Sect.  1 1 .  Said  board  of  supervisois  shall,  before  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  their  office,  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  duties. 

Sect.  12.  No  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  during 
his  term  of  office  sliall  hold  the  office  of  selectman. 

Sect.  13.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed,  and  this  act  shall 
take  effect  from  its  passage. 

[ApproA-ed  August  16.  IHTS.] 
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AN  ACT  IN  AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CHARTER  OF 
THE  CrrY  OF  KEENE. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  convened  : 

Section  1.  That  section  three  of  the  charter  of  the  city 
of  Keene,  paSfeed  at  June  session,  eighteen  hundred  and  sev- 
ent3f-eight,  be  stricken  out,  and  that  the  following  be  inserted 
in  its  place :  "Sect.  3.  The  several  check-lists,  as  finally 
corrected  by  the  supervisors,  shall  be  given  into  the  hnnds  of 
the  selectmen  of  their  respective  wards  before  the  hour  of 
meeting,  and  shall  be  used  in  voting  at  ever}-  election  ;  and 
the  clerk  of  each  ward  shall,  immediatel}'  upon  the  closing  of 
the  polls,  pass  said  check-list  into  the  hands  of  the  supervisor 
in  attendance,  who  shall  within  ten  days  pass  the  same  into 
the  hands  of  the  city  clerk,  to  be  filed  for  preservation." 

[Approved  July  18,  1879. J 


GENERAL  CITY  ORDINANCES. 

Revised  Decembe)\  1879. 


CITY  OF  KEENE. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Seventy-four. 

Be  it  ordained  hy  tlie  City  Councils  of  tlie  City  of  Keene, 
as  follows : 

CHAPTER  I. 

ACCOUNTS.    EXPENDITURES    AND    FINANCES. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  appointed  at  the  commencement 
of  each  municipal  year,  a  joint  standing  Committee  on  Claims 
and  Accounts,  to  consist  of  one  member  of  the  board  of  Al- 
dermen and  two  members  of  the  Common  Council,  which 
Committee  shall  meet  once  at  least  in  each  month,  and  care- 
fully examine  and  audit  all  accounts  and  claims  against  the 
Cit}',  which  shall  be  laid  before  them,  certified  as  provided  in 
the  following  section,  and  shall  allow  and  pass  the  same  if 
found  correct  and  justly  due. 

vSec.  2.  No  account  or  claim  against  the  City  except  judg- 
ments of  judicial  courts  shall  be  received  or  acted  upon  by 
the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  unless  such  account 
or  claim  shall  be  accompanied  with  a  certificate  of  the  oflBccr 
or  agent  authorized  in  behalf  of  the  City  to  make  the  contract 
or  cause  the  expenditure  to  be  made,  that  the  same  is  correct 
and  just. 

Sec.  3.  The  City  Clerk  shall  receive  all  accounts  and 
claims  from  persons  having  demands  against  the  City  which 
shall  have  been  certified  as  provided  for  in  the  foregoing  sec- 
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tion.  lie  slijill  carefully  exatnine  all  such  accounts  and  claims 
and  see  that  the}-  are  correctly  cast,  and  present  the  same 
folded,  filed  and  numbered,  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  and 
Accounts.  He  shall  keep  a  book  in  such  manner  and  form 
as  the  Committee  shall  direct,  wherein  he  shall  enter  the  date 
and  amount  of  every  account  and  claim  against  the  Cit}'  as 
finalh'  corrected  and  allowed  by  said  Committee,  and  also  the 
name  of  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  allowed,  desig- 
nating the  fund  or  appropriation  from  which  the  same  shall  be 
paid  ;  and  the  certificate  of  said  Committee  allowing  any  such 
account  or  claim  shall  be  made  in  the  book  kept  by  the  City 
Clerk. 

8fX'.  4.  The  City  Clerk  shall,  also,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  keep  a  book  or  ledger, 
in  which  he  shall  enter  the  various  appropriations  made  by 
the  City  Councils,  each  under  its  approi)riate  head,  and 
charge  to  each  the  different  pa3'ments  and  expenditures  which 
from  time  to  time  shall  be  made  therefrom.  Whenever  any 
appropriation  shall  be  expended,  the  City  Clerk  shall  immedi- 
atel}^  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Mayor,  the  C'ity  Councils,  and 
to  the  said  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts  ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee shall  pass  or  allow  no  claim  or  account  chargeable  to 
any  head  or  appropriation  which  has  been  expended,  until  the 
City  Councils  shall  have  provided  the  means  of  paying  the 
same.  The  City  Clerk  shall  also  open  an  account  with  the 
City  Treasurer,  charging  him  with  the  amount  of  loans  to  the 
City,  and  all  sums  of  mone^'  paid  to  him  in  l>ehalf  of  said 
City,  b}'  the  Collector  or  other  officers  or  agent  of  the  City, 
or  by  any  person  in  any  way  indebted  to  the  Cit}'.  and  also 
with  all  bonds,  notes,  moitgages,  or  other  securities  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  or  which  ma\'  pass  into  his  hands, 
belonging  to  the  City,  to  the  end  that  the  amount  and  value 
thereof  may  at  an}'  time  be  seen  on  his  books. 

vSec.  5.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  City  Treas- 
ury except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  Mayor,  addressed  to 
the  Treasurer,  and  countersigned  by  the  City  Clerk,  and  num- 
bered so  as  to  corresi)ond  with  the  account  or  claim  it  shall  he 
drawn  to  pay. 
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Sec.  6.  The  Mavor  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  orders  on 
the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  all  accounts  or  claims  allowed 
and  certified  by  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts  as 
provided  in  the  first  and  second  sections  ;  but  the  Mayor  shall 
not  draw  an  order  in  payment  for  any  services  rendered,  or 
any  materials  furnished  for  an}'  department,  beyond  the  sum 
specially  appropriated  therefor  b}'  the  City  Councils. 

Sec.  7.  Any  sum  of  money  which  ihall  have  been  specially 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  principal  or  interest  due  on 
any  note  or  other  security  of  the  Cit}'  or  of  the  Town  of 
Keene,  or  of  the  State  and  Countj^  taxes,  may  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  and  paid  by  the  order  of  the  Maj'or  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  appropriated  without  any  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  ;  and  whenever  it  shall  be 
necessary  to  pay  money  in  advance  on  contracts  made,  or  for 
work  begun,  but  not  completed,  the  Mayor,  upon  being  satis- 
fied of  such  necessity,  may  draw  his  order  on  the  Treasurer 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  at  an}'  one  time, 
taking  security  therefor. 

Sec.  8.  Whenever  any  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  preceding  section, 
the  City  Clerk  shall  report  the  same  and  the  amount  thereof 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts  at  their  next  meet- 
ing, and  shall  charge  tlie  same  under  the  appropriate  head  of 
expenditures. 

Sec.  9.  All  City  Officers  who  shall  in  their  official  capacity 
receive  any  mone\'  on  behalf  of  the  City,  shall,  unless  other- 
wise ordered,  pay  to  the  Treasurer  the  amount  in  their  hands 
at  the  close  of  each  month,  or  oftener  if  required,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  monthly, 
except  the  Collector  of  Taxes,  who  shall  make  such  payment 
whenever  the  sum  in  his  hands  shall  amount  to  two  hundred 
dollars  ;  and  shall  make  his  final  settlement  with  the  City 
Treasurer  at  such  times  as  are  required  by  his  warrant  to  pav 
the  residue  of  all  taxes  and  interest.  All  other  persons  who 
shall  at  any  time  have  money  in  their  hands  belonging  to  the 
City,  shall  forthwith  pa}'  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

Sec.  10.     In  all  cases  of  the  pajment  of  money  to  the  City 
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Treasurer,  he  shall  give  his  receipt  for  the  amount  to  the  per- 
son pa3nng  the  same,  which  receipt  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
City  Clerk  and  filed  in  his  office,  and  the  City  Clerk  shall  give 
to  the  person  paying,  a  certificate  as  evidence  of  such  pay- 
ment. All  Cit}-  Officers  and  Agents  receiving  money  in 
behalf  of  said  City,  shall  deliver  to  the  City  Clerk,  once  a 
month,  a  report  in  detail  of  the  amount  received,  and  what 
disposition  has  been  made  thereof,  except  in  cases  otherwise 
provided. 

8ec.  11.  The  City  Treasurer  shall,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Accounts,  keep  in  a  book  provided  for  that 
purpose  an  accurate  and  true  account  of  all  his  receipts  and 
payments  on  behalf  of  the  City,  making  the  same  conform  in 
mode  of  entry  as  nearly  as  may  be  with  the  accounts  kept  b}- 
the  City  Clerk.  He  shall  not  pay  any  money  out  of  the 
Treasury  except  upon  orders  of  the  Mayor  drawn  in  the  torm 
prescribed  in  the  fifth  section.  He  shall,  once  in  six  months, 
and  oftener  if  required,  lay  before  the  City  Coimcils  a  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  Treasury,  and  all  moneys  re- 
ceived and  paid  by  him  on  City  account  during  the  preceding 
six  months. 

Sec.  12.  There  shall  be  appointed,  at  the  commencement 
of  each  municipal  year,  a  joint  Committee  on  Finance,  con- 
sisting of  the  Maj'or,  one  member  of  the  board  of  Aldermen, 
and  two  members  of  the  Common  Council,  which  Committee 
shall  negotiate  all  loans  to  the  City  which  shall  be  authorized 
by  the  City  Councils,  and  shall  report  the  amounts  to  the 
City  Treasurer. 

Sec.  13.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  annually,  in  the 
month  of  November,  prepare  and  lay  before  the  City  Councils 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  monc}'  necessary  to  be  raised 
for  the  ensuing  financial  year,  under  the  various  heads  of  appro- 
priations and  the  various  means  for  raising  the  same,  and 
shall  also,  in  the  month  of  December  annually,  prepare  and 
lay  before  the  City  Councils  a  statenient  of  all  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  preceding  financial  year,  giving  in  detail 
the  amount  of  appropriation  and  expenditure  for  each  depart- 
ment ;  and  said  statement  shall  be  accompanied  with  a  sched- 
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ule  of  property,  real  and  personal,  belonging  to  the  City,  and 
the  value  thereof,  and  the  amount  of  the  C'ity  debts. 

Sec.  14.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall,  at  the  close  of 
each  municipal  year,  and  as  much  oftener  as  they  shall  deem 
it  expedient,  examine  and  audit  the  accounts  of  the  City 
Treasurer,  and  for  tliat  purpose  shall  have  access  to  all  the 
books  and  vouchers  in  his  possession  or  in  possession  of  the 
City  Clerk  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Cit}-.  Said  Committee 
shall  not  only  compare  said  accounts  with  the  vouchers  there- 
of, but  shall  ascertain  whether  all  moneys  due  the  Cit}'  have 
been  collected  and  accounted  for.  They  shall  also  examine 
all  bonds,  notes  and  securities  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the 
City,  and  moke  I'eport  thereof  to  the  City  Councils. 

Sec.  15.  The  Cit}^  Treasurer  shall  make  up  his  accounts 
to  the  first  day  of  December,  and  the  financial  year  shall  be- 
gin and  end  on  the  first  day  of  December  in  each  year. 


chapti:r  II. 

OF    CITY    MARSHAL    AND    POLICE. 

Sec.  1.  The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  shall,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  ever}'  municipal  year,  appoint  a  Cit}'  Marshal,  who 
shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take, 
before  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law, 
and  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  with 
sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  said  office. 

Sec.  2.  The  City  Marshal  shall  have  precedence  and  com- 
mand over  the  other  Constables  of  the  City  when  acting 
together  in  the  same  service  or  when  directed  b\'  the  Mayor. 
They  shall  aid  and  assist  the  Citv'  Marshal  in  executing  the 
duties  of  his  office  when  requested  by  him,  or  directed  by  the 
Mayor  so  to  do.  But  when  the  City  Marshal  shall  not  be 
present,  said  Constables  shall  have  power  to  act  in  his  stead, 
taking  precedence  in  the  order  of  their  appointment. 

Sec.  3.  The  City  Marshal  shall,  from  time  to  time,  pass 
through  the  streets  and  highways  of  the  City,  and  take  notice 
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of  all  nuisances,  obstructions  and  impediments  therein,  and 
on  the  sidewalks  thereof,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  forthwith 
removed,  and  the  authors  thereof  to  be  prosecuted  according 
to  law.  He  shall  observe  all  defects  and  wants  of  the  high- 
ways and  streets,  and  give  immediate  notice  thereof  to  the 
Ma^'or  and  Aldermen,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be 
amended.  He  shall,  to  the  utmost  of  his  abilit}-,  preserve 
the  public  peace,  and  prevent  all  riots,  disorders  and  unlawful 
practices  within  the  City.  He  shall  carry  into  execution 
within  the  City  the  laws  of  the  State  and  all  the  ordinances  of 
the  City,  and  be  vigilant  to  detect  and  bring  to  punishment 
all  violation  thereof.  He  shall  obey  and  execute  all  the  com- 
mands of  the  Ma3'or  and  Aldermen  relating  to  the  interest  or 
security  of  the  City.  He  shall  i-eceive  all  complaints  made  to 
him  of  any  violation  of  the  laws,  or  any  ordinance  of  the 
City,  and  shall,  in  behalf  of  the  Cit}-,  cause  all  offenders 
against  such  laws  and  ordinances  to  be  promptl}'  prosecuted 
before  the  Police  Court  of  the  City  of  Keene,  and  shall  attend, 
on  behalf  of  the  City,  at  their  trials.  He  shall  lay  before  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  once  in  three  months,  and  oftener  if 
required,  a  statement  of  all  otiences  against  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  the  ordinances  of  the  City,  which  have  come  to  his 
knowledge,  of  all  prosecutions  instituted  by  him  in  behalf  of 
the  City,  and  the  result  of  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  The  Marshal  shall,  under  the  authorit}'  and  con- 
trol of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  carry  into  execution  all 
rules  and  ordinances  which  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  made 
b}'  the  City  Councils  relative  to  the  causes  of  sickness,  nuis- 
ances, and  sources  of  filth,  which  may  affect  injuriously  the 
health  or  comfort  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  shall  cause  all  such 
nuisances,  sources  of  filth  and  causes  of  sickness  to  be  imme- 
diately removed,  destroyed,  or  prevented,  conformably  to 
such  ordinances  and  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Sec.  5.  The  Marshal  shall  execute  and  carry  into  effect 
all  ordinances  which  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  made  by  the 
City  Council  to  prevent  unlawful  and  injurious  practices  in  the 
streets  and  other  public  places  in  the  City. 

Sec  6.     The  Marshal  shall,  in  ease  of  fire,  repair  inimedi- 
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ately  to  the  place  where  the  fire  may  be,  and  attend  diligently 
to  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the  prevention 
of  thefts,  and  loss  or  destruction  of  propert}'. 

Sec.  7.  The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  may  appoint  such  num- 
ber of  Police  Officers  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  b}-  writing 
under  their  hnnds.  Said  officers  may  be  appointed  at  any 
time  during  the  year,  may  be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  shall  hold  their  offices,  imless  removed, 
until  the  first  Tuesday'  of  Januaiy  next  succeeding,  and  shall 
each  render  to  the  City  Marshal  once  in  three  months  an  ac- 
count of  their  ser\ices,  and  of  the  time  spent  in  the  discharge 
of  their  official  duties.  The  Maj'or  and  Aldermen  may, 
whenever  they  shall  deem  it  expedient,  number  the  Police 
Officers,  and  each  Police  Officer  shall,  when  on  duty,  wear  the 
numlier  designated  upon  his  badge. 

Sec.  8.  If  the  Cit}-  ^Marshal  shall  receive  any  sum  of 
raone\-  for  any  services  rendered,  or  act  done,  by  virtue  of  his 
office,  he  shall  pa}'  over  the  same  to  the  City  Treasurer  month- 
ly, with  all  sums  received  of  the  Police  Officers,  and  shall,  at 
the  same  time,  deliver  to  the  City  Clerk  an  account  in  detail 
of  the  different  sources  from  which  such  monej'  was  received. 

Sec.  9.  The  City  Marshal  shall,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Ma3^or  and  Aldermen,  from  time  to  time,  when  in  their 
judgment  the  public  good  requires  the  same,  detail  one,  or 
more,  of  the  Police  Officers  to  act  as  a  night-watch.  Said 
City  Marshal  shall  be  captain  of  the  watch,  and  shall  obey 
and  execute  all  rules  and  orders  made  and  given  him  in  charge 
in  that  behalf  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen.  When  on  the 
watch,  he  shall  pass  in  and  about  the  streets  and  principal 
inhabited  places  of  the  City,  to  prevent  danger  by  fire,  and  to 
see  that  order  is  kept,  and  that  all  disturbances  and  disorders 
are  prevented  and  suppressed  ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  he,  as 
well  as  any  of  the  watch,  shall  have  authority  to  examine  all 
persons  whom  they  shall  see  walking  abroad  in  the  night  after 
ten  o'clock,  and  whom  thej'  shall  have  reason  to  suspect  of 
an}'  unlawful  design,  and  to  demand  of  them  their  business 
abroad  at  such  time,  and  whither  they  are  going  :  to  enter  any 
house  of  ill-fame,  dram-shop,  cellar,  or  other  building,  for  the 
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purpose  of  suppressing  any  riot  or  disturbance  therein,  and  to 
arrest  an}-  person  there  found  making,  or  abetting,  such  riot 
or  disturbance ;  and  all  persons  so  walking  abroad  and  sus- 
pected of  tiny  unlawful  design  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  not  give 
a  satisfactory  account  of  their  being  so  abroad,  and  of  their 
business,  and  all  persons  so  arrested  in  such  house  of  ill-fame, 
dram-shop,  cellar,  or  other  building,  shall  be  secured  by  im- 
prisonment, or  otherwise,  to  be  safely  kept  until  the  next 
morning,  and  shall  then  be  taken  before  the  Police  Court,  to 
be  examined  and  proceeded  with  according  to  the  nature  of 
their  offence. 

Sec.  10.  The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  maj'  by  vote  at  any 
time,  for  sufficient  cause,  remove  from  office  the  City  Marshal 
and  appoint  a  successor.  The}'  ma}'  also,  in  case  of  the 
death  or  resignation  of  said  officer,  or  in  case  a  vacancy  shall 
occur  in  an}'  other  way,  appoint  another  in  his  place. 


CHAPTER  III. 

OF    SUPERINTENDENT    OF    HIGHWAYS. 

Section  1.  The  City  Councils,  on  or  after  the  first  Tuesday 
of  January  in  each  year,  shall  in  the  month  of  January  in 
each  year,  and  also  whenever  any  vacancy  shall  occur  by 
resignation  or  otherwise,  elect  a  Superintendent  of  Highways, 
in  convention  and  by  joint  ballot,  to  hold  his  office  until  the 
first  Tuesday  of  January  next  succeeding  his  election  and 
until  another  is  chosen  in  his  stead,  unless  removed  by  the 
Oity  Councils. 

Sec.  2.  Said  Superintendent  of  Highways,  under  the  direc- 
tion and  control  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  shall  have  the 
general  charge  of  all  the  highways,  streets,  lanes,  sidewalks 
and  bridges  of  the  City,  and  shall  attend  to  the  making, 
amending  and  alteration  thereof,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
kept  in  repair  so  as  to  be  safe  and  convenient  for  travellers, 
with  their  horses,  teams  and  carriages,  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year.  He  shall  also  supei'intend  the  construction  and  repair- 
ing of  drains  and   common   sewers,   and   shall  see  that  all 
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nuisances  or  obstructions  in  any  of  the  highways  or  streets 
under  his  care  are  forthwith  removed,  or  give  notice  to  the 
Mayor  or  Cit}^  Marshal.  He  may,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Mayor,  make  all  necessary  contracts  for  the  sup[)ly  of  any 
labor  or  materials  he  may  require  in  the  discharge  of  his  offi- 
cial duty  ;  provided  that  any  particular  duty  belonging  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Highways,  by  this  or  any  other  ordinance, 
may  be  delegated  or  transferred  for  any  particular  work,  de- 
partment or  occasion  by  the  City  Councils,  by  special  resolu- 
tion, to  an}'  other  person  or  persons.  The  Superintendent 
shall  judiciously  expend  such  suuis  of  money,  if  necessarj-,  as 
may  be  yearly  appropriated  for  the  repairs  of  highways  of  the 
City,  and  shall  render  under  oath  detailed  accounts  of  his 
expenditures,  setting  forth  the  names  of  all  persons  hired,  the 
length  of  time  each  has  been  employed  and  amount  of  com- 
pensation, monthly,  to  the  City  Clerk,  which  shall  be  laid 
before  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  settled  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  other  claims  and  accounts  against  the  City.  And  no 
bill  or  part  of  a  bill  for  labor  on  the  highwa3^s  or  streets, 
shall  be  allowed  or  paid  until  it  is  presented  in  the  form  above 
described. 

Sec.  3.  Whenever  any  highway  or  bridge  or  street  of  the 
City  shall,  from  want  of  necessary  repairs  or  by  reason  of 
any  alteration  or  repairs  being  made,  or  of  any  drain,  common 
sewer,  or  culverts  being  open,  or  constructed  across  or 
through  the  same,  be  unsafe  or  inconvenient  for  travellers  or 
passengers,  said  Superintendent  shall  forthwith  put  up  a  suit- 
able fence  across  such  highwa}-,  street  or  bridge,  and  exclude 
all  travellers  from  passing  over  the  same  ;  or  cause  the  part 
thereof  so  rendered  unsafe  or  inconvenient  as  aforesaid  to  be 
enclosed  by  a  sufficient  fence,  which  shall  be  kept  standing  so 
long  as  the  same  shall  remain  unsafe  or  inconvenient ;  and  he 
shall  also  fix  one  or  more  lighted  lanterns  to  said  fence,  to  be 
kept  there  every  night  from  twihght  in  the  evening  and  through 
the  whole  night  so  long  as  said  fence  shall  be  kept  standing. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

CITY    ORDINANCES. 

Section  1.  All  ordinances  passed  by  the  City  Councils 
shall  be  engrossed  or  recorded  by  the  City  Clerk  in  a  fair  and 
legible  hand,  without  interlineation  or  erasure,  and  in  the 
order  in  which  they  shall  be  passed,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose,  made  of  strong  linen  paper,  with  proper  margin 
and  index,  to  be  lettered  "  Record  of  Ordinances  of  the  City 
of  Keene,"  which  book  shall  be  preserved  in  the  office  of  the 
City  Clerk,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  citizens. 

Sec.  2,  All  ordinances  of  the  City  Councils  and  such  reso- 
lutions an(i  orders  as  the  City  Councils  may  direct,  shall  be 
published  by  causing  the  same  to  be  inserted  one  week  in  two 
or  more  newspapers  printed  and  published  in  the  City,  as  the 
Citv  Councils  shall  from  time  to  time  desisriiate. 


CHAPTER  V. 

ELECTION  OF  CERTAIN  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  City  Councils,  in  convention,  shall,  in  the 
month  of  May.  A.  D.  1874,  and  in  the  month  of  Januaiy, 
annually,  thereafter,  or  when  vacancies  occur,  elect  the  follow- 
ing officers:  City  Treasurer  ;  Surveyors  of  Lumber  ;  Measurers 
of  Wood  ;  Weighers  of  Hay,  Straw  and  Coal ;  Fence  Viewers  ; 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  ;  and  Sexton  ;  who  shall 
hold  their  office  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  removed,  and 
until  others  are  chosen  and  qualified. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

keene    WATER    WORKS. 

Section  1.  The  general  management  of  the  Keene  Water 
Works  shall  be  vested  in  a  board  of  three  Water  Commission- 
ers, to  be  elected  b}^  the  City  Councils  in  the  month  of  May, 
1H74,  one  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  three 
years  ;  and  after  the  first  year  a  member  of  the  board  shall  be 
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elected  annually,  to  serve  for  three  years.  Said  Commission- 
ers shall  elect  a  President  and  Clerk  of  said  board,  and  may 
make  such  rules  and  regulations  for  their  own  government, 
and  in  relation  to  all  officers  appointed  by  them,  as  they  ma}- 
deem  expedient.  Said  Commissioners  may  he  removed  by  the 
City  Councils,  at  any  time,  for  sufficient  cause. 

Sec  2.  The  immediate  care  and  supervision  of  said  Water 
Works  shall  be  vested  in  a  Superintendent,  who  shall  be 
elected  by  the  City  Councils  in  joint  convention,  whenever  a 
vacauc}'  in  sairl  office  may  exist,  and  shall  hold  his  office  until 
the  first  Tuesday  of  January  next  succeeding;  but  said  Super- 
intendent may  be  removed  by  the  City  Councils  at  anj'  time, 
for  sufficient  cause. 

Sec.  3.  The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  so  consti- 
tuted and  organized,  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers 
vested  in  the  City  of  Keene  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  ap- 
proved July  3,  1873,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  establish  the  City 
of  Keene,"  so  far  as  the  same  shall  be  delegated  to  them  by  the 
City  Councils  ;  but  all  their  powers  shall  be  subject  to  any 
limitations  and  restrictions  contained  in  the  ordinances,  regu- 
lations and  orders  of  the  City  Councils. 

Sec.  4.  The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  shall,  on  or 
before  the  first  da}'  of  December  in  each  year,  present  to  the 
City  Councils  a  report  containing  a  statement  of  the  condition 
of  the  W  ater  Works,  and  of  the  lands  and  other  property  con- 
nected therewith,  with  an  account  of  all  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, together  with  any  information  or  suggestions  which 
the}'^  may  deem  important ;  and  they  shall,  at  the  same  time, 
transmit  to  the  C'ity  Councils  the  report  of  the  Superintendent. 

Sec.  5.  All  bills  for  expenditures  for  the  Water  Works 
shall,  before  they  are  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  be  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  and  allowed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Sec.  6.  The  Boaid  of  Water  Commissioners  shall  have 
full  power  to  make  all  necessary  repairs,  extensions  or  im- 
provements on  said  works,  and  to  procure  nevv  supply  pipes 
and  all  other  materials  necessary  therefor ;  all  hydrants  estab- 
lished by  the  City  shall  be  constructed  and  kept  in  thorough 
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repair  by  said  Board  ;  but  said  Board  shall  have  no  power  to 
expend  aii}'  money,  or  incur  any  debt,  or  commence  any  work 
that  shall  require  the  expenditure  of  mone}'  beyond  the 
amount  of  appropriations  made  for  that  purpose  b}'  the  City 
Councils,  or  heretofore  made  by  the  town  of  Keene. 

Sec.  7.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Water  Works  shall 
take  charge  of  the  reservoirs,  aqueduct,  lands  and  other  prop- 
erty connected  with  the  Water  Works,  as  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  may  from  time  to  time  direct,  and  shall  per- 
form nil  such  services  in  relation  thereto  as  may  be  required 
of  him  by  said  Board  ;  and  he  shall  annuall} ,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  December,  present  to  the  Board  a  report  of  the 
general  condition  of  the  Works  ;  also,  a  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  the  number  of  water  takers,  the  num- 
ber of  cases  in  which  the  water  has  been  cut  of!',  the  number 
and  amount  of  abatements,  and  such  other  matters  as  he  or 
the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  may  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  8.  The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  is  authorized 
to  determine  and  establish,  from  time  to  time,  a  tariff  of  water 
rates,  and  to  enter  into  special  contracts  with  individuals  or 
corporations  for  the  supph'  of  water  for  a  term  not  exceeding" 
one  year ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  to  visit,  once  at  least  in  each 
year,  the  premises  of  every  water  taker ;  to  make  out,  distrib- 
ute and  collect  all  bills,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  done,  and  to 
exercise  a  constant  supervision  over  the  use  of  the  water. 

Sec.  9.  All  moneys  received  on  account  of  the  Water 
Works  shall  be  paid  weekly,  or  oftener,  into  the  City  treasury, 
and  a  receipt  shall  be  taken  for  the  same  ;  and  all  moneys 
paid  into  the  treasur}'  on  account  of  said  Works  shall  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Water  Works,  and  shall  not  be 
paid  out  except  under  the  provisions  of  section  ."». 

Sec.  10,  The  rent  for  the  use  of  water  shall  be  payable 
semi-annually  in  advance,  on  the  first  da^'s  of  June  and  De- 
cember in  each  year.  All  charges  for  specific  supplies,  or  for 
fractional  parts  of  a  3'ear,  shall  be  payable  in  advance  and 
before  the  water  is  let  on. 

Sec.   11.     The  Superintendent,  under  the  direction  of  the 
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Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  may  make  abatements  in  the 
water  rents  in  all  proper  eases. 

Sec.  12.  The  Superintendent  shall  devote  himself  dili- 
gently to  the  duties  of  his  olHce,  and  shall  receive  as  compen- 
sation therefor  a  salary  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum. 

Sec.  13.  The  Superintendent  shall  keep  suitable  books,  in 
which  shall  be  entered  the  names  of  all  persons  who  take  water, 
the  kind  of  building,  the  name  of  the  street,  the  nature  of 
the  use,  the  number  of  takers,  the  amount  charged  and 
amount  of  abatements,  which  shall  alwa3-s  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  Water  Commissioners  and  any  committee  of 
the  City  Councils. 

Sec.  14.  No  member  of  the  Board  of  Water  Commission- 
ers, or  of  the  City  Councils,  and  no  person  appointed  to  any 
office,  or  employed  by  virtue  of  this  ordinance,  shall  be  inter- 
ested, directly  or  indirectly,  in  an}-  contract,  bargain,  sale  or 
agreement,  except  for  the  use  of  water,  in  relation  to  the 
Water  Works,  or  any  matter  or  thing  connected  therewith 
wherein  the  City  is  interested ;  and  all  contracts,  bargains, 
sales  or  agreements  made  in  violation  of  this  section  shall  be 
utterly  void  as  to  the  City. 

Sec.  15.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Water  Com- 
missioners, as  soon  after  its  organization  as  may  be  practic- 
able, to  cause  to  be  prepared  by  some  competent  person,  and 
to  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent,  a  chart  or  plan 
upon  which  shall  be  represented  the  highways,  streets,  and 
places  in  and  through  which  the  pipes  of  said  Water  Works 
are  laid,  an<l  upon  which  shall  be  designated,  by  appropriate 
figures  and  characters,  the  exact  length  of  the  pipes,  the  pre- 
cise location  in  such  highways,  streets,  or  places  of  each  pipe, 
hydrant,  gate,  or  point  of  junction  of  the  service  pipe  ;  and 
whenever  any  extension  of  the  main  pipes  shall  be  made,  or 
additions  or  changes  of,  or  in,  hydrants,  gates,  or  service 
pipe,  the  same  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  accurately  desig- 
nated upon  said  chart  or  plan. 

Sec.  16.  The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  is  authorized 
to  make  all  such  regulations  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  water 
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nnd  of  the  seivice  pipe,  and  for  the  protectioa  of  the  main 
pipes  and  other  property  appertaining  to  the  Water  Works, 
as  they  may  deem  reasonalile  and  proper. 


€HAPTER  VII. 

OF    CITY    MESSENGKK. 

SECTION  1.  There  shall  be  elected,  in  the  month  of  January 
annually,  or  wiiencver  a  vacancy  may  happen,  b}'  the  City 
Coiancils,  a  City  Messenger,  who  ma^y  be  removed  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  City  Councils.  It  shall  be  his  dul}'  to  receive, 
deliver,  and  execute  all  notifications,  suuimonses  and  precepts 
issaed  I)y  the  Mayor,  the  President  of  the  Common  Council, 
the  City  Councils,  or  either  branch  thereof,  or  by  any  com- 
mittee of  the  same,  and  make  due  return  thereof.  He  shall 
prepare  and  arrange  the  rooms  in  which  the  Common  Council 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  shall  hold  their  sessions,  or  either 
of  them  when  in  session  separately,  and  under  tiie  direction 
of  the  proper  officer,  provide  fuel,  lights  and  such  other  things 
as  may  be  necessary  for  fhe  accommodation  of  both  branches 
of  the  City  Councils,  or  any  committee  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  He  sliall  receive  and  deliver  all  notifications  lo 
officers  elected  by  the  City  Councils,  or  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  he  shall  deliver  all  notifications  to  committees  upon 
the  request  of  the  City  Clerk,  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, or  the  Chairman  of  any  Committee.  He  shall  have  the 
superintendence  of  the  City  Hall,  and  all  other  rooms  be- 
longing to  the  CMty  in  said  building,  except  the  stores  under 
said  hall,  and  see  that  they  are  kept  in  good  condition. 

Sec.  3.  He  shall  render  an  account  of  the  receipts  arising 
from  the  letting  of  the  hall  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  at  the 
close  of  each  month,  or  oftener  if  required,  and  such  sum  as 
may  be  in  his  hands  he  shall  pay  to  the  City  Treasurer  and 
take  his  receipt  therefor,  and  deliver  such  receipt  to  the  City 
Clerk.  He  shall  receive  for  liis  services  such  compensation  as 
the  City  Councils  nuiy  from  time  to  time  determine. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

FIRE    ENGINEERS. 

Section  I.  That  in  the  month  of  May,  A.  D.  1H74.  and 
thereafter  in  the  month  of  Januarj-,  annually,  there  shall  be 
appointed  b}'  the  board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  a  Chief  En- 
gineer and  six  Assistant  IiLngineers,  to  hold  their  offices  one 
year,  or  until  others  are  appointed  and  qualified  to  fill  their 
places  ;  and  they  shall  constitute  the  Board  of  Engineers,  and 
perform  all  the  duties,  and  exercise  all  the  powers  of  Fire- 
wards,  provided,  however,  that  the}-  shall  be  subject  to  re- 
moval at  any  time  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  who  shall 
have  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

Sec.  2.  The  By-Laws  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Engineers 
of  the  Keene  Fire  Department,  April  25,  1870,  and  all  rules 
and  regulations  they  have  since  adopted  and  that  are  now  in 
force,  shall  be  considered  as  continuing  in  force,  and  the 
Board  appointed  under  this  ordinance  siiall  have  power  to 
make  such  other  Rules  and  By-Laws  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary, provided  they  shall  not  be  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent 
with,  the  laws  of  the  State  or  the  ordinances  of  the  Cit3^ 


CHAPTER  EX. 

CITY    SOLICITOR. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  elected,  on  or  after  the  fir>t 
Tuesday  of  January  in  each  year  and  in  the  month  of  January- 
in  each  year,  or  whenever  any  vacanc}'  may  exist,  by  the  City 
Councils  in  joint  convention  and  by  joint  ballot,  a  Solicitor 
for  the  City  of  Keene,  who  ma}-  be  removed  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  City  Councils. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  City  Solicitor  to  draft 
all  obligations  or  legal  instruments  that  may  be  required  of 
him  by  any  ordinance  or  order  of  the  Ma3or  and  Aldermen  or 
Common  Council,  or  which,  by  any  such  ordinance  heretofore 
passed  or  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  City  Councils,  are 
requisite  and  necessary  or  may  become  requisite  and  necessary 
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to  be  clone  and  made  between  the  City  of  Keene  in  its  corpo- 
rate capacity  and  an}'  person  contracting  witli  tlie  City  and 
whicli  by  law,  usage  or  agreement,  the  said  City  is  to  be  at 
the  expense  of  drawing :  also  to  commence  and  prosecute  all 
suits  that  may  be  brought  by  order  of  the  City,  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  any  estate,  right,  claim,  privilege,  or  demand  of  the 
City  ;  also  to  appear  in  defence,  in  all  actions  or  suits  brought 
against  the  Cit}'  or  its  officers  in  thoir  official  capacity  wherein 
the  rights,  estate,  privileges,  ordinances  or  acts  of  the  City 
or  any  branch  thereof  may  be  brought  in  question,  before  any 
court  in  tliis  State,  and  shall  do  all  and  every  other  profes- 
sional act  which  may  be  required  of  him  b}"  the  City  govern- 
ment or  by  any  committee  of  the  City  Councils  or  either  board 
thereof;  and  when  required  by  the  board  of  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men or  ConuTion  Council  or  anj*  committee  of  the  City  Coun- 
cils or  either  branch  thereof,  he  shall  furnish  a  wn'itten  opinion 
of  any  legal  question  or  subject  that  ma^-  be  submitted  to  him, 
and  he  shall  also  at  all  times  furnish  legal  advice  to  an}-  officer 
of  the  City  who  may  require  his  opinion  upon  any  subject 
touching  the  duties  incumbent  on  such  officer.  He  shall,  when 
requested  tty  the  Mayor  or  City  Marshal,  commence  and 
prosecute  before  the  Police  Court  an}'  suit  or  complaint  that 
may  be  lirought  b}'  the  order  of  either  of  said  officers  for  the 
violation  of  any  ordinance  of  the  City  or  law  of  the  State. 


CHAPTER  X. 

ON    BILLIARD    SALOONS. 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  keep  a  billiard  table  in  the 
cit}'  of  Keene,  except  for  private  use,  unless  a  license  therefor 
in  writing,  specifying  the  place  in  which  the  same  is  to  be 
kept,  shall  first  be  obtained  from  the  Ma3'or  and  Aldermen. 

Sec.  2.  Every  person  shall  pay  for  such  license,  for  the 
use  of  the  city,  such  sum  as  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  may 
require  ;  and  such  license  shall  be  revoked  and  annulled  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  shall  be  forfeited 
upon  conviction  of  the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  chapter. 
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Sec,  3.  No  keeper  of  a  billiard  table  shall  allow  or  permit 
any  minor  to  play  at  billiards,  or  any  other  game,  in  his 
saloon,  or  to  remain  therein,  or  in  an}-  room  connected  there- 
with, except  with  the  consent  of  the  fiither,  or  guardian,  of 
such  minor,  nor  permit  or  suffer  any  game  whatever  to  be 
played  in  said  saloon,  or  any  room  connected  therewith,  after 
the  hour  of  ten  in  the  evening  of  any  da}-. 

Sec.  4.  Tiie  person  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
ordinance  shall  be  punished  b}-  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  dol- 
lar nor  more  than  ten  dollars,  and  shall  also  be  required  to 
keep  the  peace  and  be  of  good  behavior. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

DUTIES    OF    HEALTH    COMMISSIONERS. 

Section  1.  The  City  Councils  shall,  on  or  after  the  first 
Tuesday  in  January,  and  in  the  month  of  Januar}'  in  each 
year,  and  whenever  any  vacancy  shall  occur,  elect  by  joint 
ballot  and  in  joint  convention,  three  persons,  who  shall  be 
styled  Health  Commissioners,  and  who  shall  each  of  them 
have  power  to  carry  into  execution  all  the  laws  of  the  State 
and  ordinances  of  the  Cit3^  Councils,  made  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  health  of  said  City. 

Sec  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Health  Commissioners 
and  each  of  them  to  inquire  into  all  nuisances  and  other  causes 
of  danger  to  the  public  health,  and  whenever  they  shall  know, 
or  have  cause  to  suspect,  that  any  nuisance  or  other  thing  in- 
jurious to  the  public  health  is  in  any  building  or  enclosure, 
they  shall  make  complaint  under  oath  to  some  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  who  shall  issue  a  warrant  directed  to  them  to  search 
such  building  or  enclosure,  and  they  may  by  virtue  thereof  in 
the  day  time  forcibly  enter  therein  and  make  search. 

Sec.  3.  The  Health  Commissioners  may  give  notice  to  the 
owner  or  occupant  of  aiTf  building  or  enclosure  to  remove  or 
destroy  any  nuisance  or  other  thing  deemed  by  them,  on  ex- 
amination, to  be  injurious  to  the  public  health  within  a  certain 
limited  time  therein  named,  and  in  case  such  owner  or  occu- 
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pier,  the  said  notice  having  been  given  to  him  or  left  at  his 
usual  place  of  abode,  shall  neglect  to  comply  therewith,  the 
said  Health  Commissioners  m'ay  foicibly  enter  such  building 
or  enclosure,  and  cause  said  nuisance  or  other  thing  aforesaid 
to  be  removed  or  destroyed. 

Sec.  4.  They  ma}'  employ  such  assistants  and  laborers  as 
may  be  necessary,  and  irresisted  shall  have  the  same  ix)wer 
that  sheriffs  have  by  law  to  command  assistance,  and  au}'  per- 
son wilfully  resisting  them  or  their  assistants  or  laborers  in 
making  search  or  removing  an}'  such  nuisance  or  other  thing 
aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  offenders  against  the  peace  and 
dignity  of  the  statute  in  such  case  provided. 

Sec.  5.  When  the  owner  of  any  building  or  enclosure  shall 
be  unknown  to  the  Health  Commissioners  or  shall  not  reside 
in  the  city,  and  the  same  shall  be  unoccupied  or  the  occupant 
is  unable,  in  their  opinion,  to  remove  the  same,  they  may 
without  any  previous  notice  immediately  cause  any  nuisance 
or  other  thing  by  them  deemed  injuiious  to  the  public  health 
found  therein  to  be  removed  or  destroyed. 

Sec.  6.  The  owner  or  occupier  of  any  building  or  enclos- 
ure shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  removal  or  des- 
truction of  any  such  nuisance  or  other  thing  as  aforesaid,  in- 
cluding the  fees  of  the  Health  Commissioners  who  may  order 
or  cause  the  same  to  be  removed,  and  the  same  may  be  recov- 
ered by  action  to  be  brought  by  the  Health  Commissioners  in 
the  name  of  the  city. 

Sec.  7.  If  any  person  shall  place  or  leave  or  cause  to  be 
placed  or  left  in  or  near  any  highway,  street,  alley,  dwelling- 
house  or  public  place  or  in  any  water  where  the  current  will 
not  remove  the  same,  any  substance  liable  to  become  putrid 
or  offensive  or  injurious  to  the  public  health,  he  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordi- 
nance. 

Sec.  8.  No  person  shall  erect  or  continue  any  privy  or  pig- 
sty within  forty  feet  of  any  street  or  6f  the  dwelling,  shop,  or 
well  of  any  other  person,  unless  the  same  are  sufficiently  se- 
cured and  enclosed,  or  shall  erect  or  keep  and  maintain  the 
same  so  near  the  dwelling  house  of  another  as  in  the  judgment 
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of  the  Health  Commissioners  shall  he  a  nuisance.  And  when- 
over  any  privy,  drain  or  sty  for  swine  shall  become  offensive 
or  obstructed,  the  same  shall  be  cleansed  and  made  free,  and 
the  owner,  agent,  occupant  or  other  person  having  charge  of 
the  premises  in  which  any  privy,  drain  or  sty  for  swine  ma}' 
il)e  situated,  the  state  or  condition  of  which  shall  be  in  viola- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  shall  remove,  cleanse, 
alter,  amend  or  repair  the  same  within  such  reasonable  time 
after  a  notice  in  vvriting  to  that  effect  shall  l>e  given  to  either 
of  them  by  the  City'  Marshal  or  any  of  the  Health  Commis- 
sioners as  shall  be  expressed  in  such  notice.  In  case  of  ne- 
glect or  refusal  so  to  do,  the  Health  Commissioners  ma}'  cause 
the  same  to  be  removed,  altered,  amended  or  repaired  as  the}' 
may  deem  necessary,  at  the  expense  of  the  owner,  occupant 
or  other  person  aforesaid^ 

8ec.  9-  The  Health  Commissioners  shall  cause  to  be  re- 
moved all  nuisances  or  other  things  deemed  by  them  injurious 
to  the  public  health,  found  in  any  highway,  street,  alley,  pub- 
lic place,  or  in  any  water  where  the  current  will  not  remove 
the  same. 

Skc.  10.  From  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  to  the  first  day  of 
October  in  each  year,  no  owner  or  occupant  of  any  building, 
dwelling-house  or  enclosure  shall  throw  or  cause  to  be  thrown, 
or  through  any  sink  or  sink-spout  cause  or  ^jermit  to  run  upon 
the  top  of  tlie  ground  or  in  and  about  the  premises  in  which 
he  may  live  or  occupy,  any  waste , water,  dish-water  or  any 
liquid  so  as  to  become  putrid  or  offensive  or  in  any  way  affect 
the  health  of  the  city. 

Sec,  11.  The  owner,  agent,  occupant  or  other  person  hav- 
ing the  care  of  any  tenement  used  as  a  dwelling-house,  shall, 
when  required  by  the  Health  Commissioners  or  by  the  City 
Marshal,  under  their  direction,  furnish  the  same  with  a  suit- 
able privy  of  sufficient  capacity,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  inhabitants  of  such  dwelling-house. 

Sec.  12.  If  the  Health  Commissioners  shall  at  any  time 
be  satisfied  that  any  tenement  used  as  a  dwelling-house  is  not 
provided  with  suitable  privy  as  aforesaid,  and  in  their  opinion 
it  shall  be   necessary   for  the  public   health,  they  may  give 
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notice  in  writing  to  the  owner  thereof  or  his  agent  or  tenant, 
requiring  such  owner,  agent  or  tenant,  within  such  time  as 
they  shall  appoint,  to  cause  a  proper  and  sufficient  privy  to  be 
constructed  for  such  tenement,  to  be  comm(Mi  and  subject  to 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof.  And  in  case  of  neglect  or 
refusal  to  obey  such  notice,  the  Health  Commissioners  shall 
have  power  to  cause  such  priv}'  to  be  made  for  such  tenement, 
the  expense  of  which  shall  be  paid  b}-  such  owner  or  agent. 

Sec.  13.  Anj^  person  who  shall  offend  against  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  ordinance,  for  which  a  penalty  has  not  been 
provided,  shall  forfeit  and  pa^  foi"  each  offence  a  penalty  of 
not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

CITY    PHYSICIAN. 

Section  1 .  Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance 
and  thereafter  in  the  month  of  January,  annually,  there  shall 
be  elected  by  the  Cit}'  Councils,  in  convention  and  by  joint 
ballot,  a  Citj'  Physician,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term 
of  one  year,  unless  removed  by  the  City  Councils. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  dut}'  of  the  City  Ph^'sician  to  attend, 
under  the  general  direction  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  upon 
all  sick  paupers  and  patients  under  the  care  of  the  City  au- 
thorities, and  to  report  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
December,  to  the  City  Councils,  a  list  of  deaths  of  the  previous 
year ;  state  the  age,  sex,  and  disease  of  the  person  deceased. 
Shall  give  to  either  branch  of  the  City  Councils,  or  to  any 
committee  thereof,  all  such  professional  advice  and  counsel  as 
they  may  require  of  him.  Shall  vaccinate  all  scholais  of  the 
public  schools  who  may  be  sent  to  him  b}'  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  that  purpose,  free  of  charge,  and  generally'  perform 
all  such  professional  services  as  may  be  reasonably  required  of 
him  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  City  Council,  and  Board  of 
Health. 

Sec.  3.  He  shall  attend  upon  all  cases  of  disease,  and 
furnish  all  needed  medicines  at  his  own  expense,  and  perform 
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all  the  professional  services  that  may  be  required  in  the  Police 
Station  or  elsewhere  by  the  City  Marshal.  He  shall  keep  a 
true  record  of  the  names  of  all  patients,  and  date  of  visits, 
and  present  the  same  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  once  a 
month. 

Sec.  4.  He  shall  deliver  to  his  successor  in  ofHce  all  pa- 
pers, records  and  memoranda  pertaining  to  the  duties  of  his 
office  ;  and  shall  receive  for  his  services  the  sum  of  two  hund- 
red dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid  in  equal  quarterly  payments. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

SALARIES    OF    CERTAIN    CITY    OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  Ma3'or  shall  receive  in  fall  for  his  services 
as  Ma3'or,  head  of  the  police,  and  for  all  other  duties  apper- 
taining to  his  office,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  j'ear, 
to  be  paid  in  equal  quarterly  payments. 

Sec.  2.  The  City  Clerk  shall  receive  for  his  services,  and 
all  duties  connected  with  his  office,  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid  in  equal  quarterl}^  paj'ments,  and 
all  fees  appertaining  to  said  office. 

Sec.  3.  The  Cit3'  Solicitor  shall  receive  in  full  for  his  ser- 
vices as  City  Solicitor,  and  for  all  the  duties  appertaining  to 
his  office,  the  sum  of  fift}'  dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid  in  equal 
semi-annual  payments. 

Sec.  4.  The  City  Messenger  shall  receive  in  full  for  his 
services,  and  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  his  office,  the  sum 
of  two  hundi'ed  dollars  per  3'ear,  to  be  paid  in  equal  quarterl}- 
payments. 

Sec.  5.  The  Cit}'  Treasurer  shall  receive  in  full  for  his 
services  and  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  his  office,  the  sum 
of  fift}-  dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid  in  equal  quarterly  pa}'- 
menls. 

Sec.  6.  The  Superintendent  of  Highwa3's  shall  receive  in 
full  for  his  services,  and  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  his 
office,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  3'ear,  and  fift3'  dol- 
lars per  3'ear  for  use  of  driving  horse  and  carriage  while  in 
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the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  Su[jeriiitendent  of  Highways  ; 
provided,  that  no  horse  or  cairitige  owned  bv  or  employed  for 
the  City  shall  be  used  for  this  purpose, — to  be  paid  in  equal 
quarterl}-  payments. 

Sec.  7.  The  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  shall  receive 
in  full  for  his  services,  and  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  his 
office,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid  in  equal 
quarterl}'  payments. 

Sec.  8.  The  City  Marshal  shall  receive  in  full  for  his  ser- 
vices rendered  b}-  him  to  the  city,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid  in  equal  quarterly  payments. 

Sec.  I).  The  Collector  of  Taxes  of  the  City  shall  leceive 
in  full  for  his  services,  and  all  duties  appertaining  to  his  office, 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid 
in  equal  quarterly  payments. 

Sec.  10.  The  regular  pay  of  the  Police  and  Watchmen 
shall  be  two  dollars  per  day  while  actually  employed,  payable 
monthl}'. 

Sec.  U.  The  Justice  of  the  Police  Court  shall  receive  in 
full  for  his  services  as  Police  Justice,  and  for  all  duties  ap- 
pertaining to  his  office,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  per 
year,  to  be  paid  in  equal  quarterly  payments,  and  the  usual 
fees  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  all  cases  entered  in  said 
Court. 

Sec.  12.  The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  shall  receive  in  full 
for  their  services,  the  sum  of  twentv  dollars  each,  per  year, 
to  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  office. 

Sec.  13.  Each  of  the  Selectmen  and  the  Ward  Clerk  of 
each  ward  in  the  City  shall  receive  in  full  for  his  services,  and 
for  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  his  office,  the  sum  of  five 
dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of  his  official 
year. 

Sec.  14.  The  Moderator  of  each  ward  shall  receive  in  full 
for  his  services,  and  for  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  his 
office,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  official  j^ear. 

Sec.  15.  Tiie  Chief  P^ngineer  of  the  Fire  Department  shall 
receive  the  sum  of  thirt}"  dollars,  and  each  of  the  Assistant 
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Engineers  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  3'ear  in  full  for 
their  services,  and  for  all  duties  appertaining  to  their  respec- 
tive offices, — except  the  regular  annual  examination  of  the 
fire  district,  for  which  service  they  shall  receive  the  sum  of 
two  dollars  per  day  for  the  actual  time  employed, — to  be  paid 
at  the  expiration  of  their  official  year. 

Sec.  16.  The  Water  Commissioners  shall  receive  in  full 
for  their  services,  and  for  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  their 
office,  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  each,  per  year,  payable  in 
equal  quarterly  payments. 

Sec.  17.  The  Assessors  shall  receive  the  sum  of  two  dol- 
lars each,  per  day,  for  each  day  while  actually  employed  in 
the  assessment  and  abatement  of  taxes,  payable  monthly. 


AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  services  of  City  Officers. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  (Mty  of  Keene,  as 
follows  : 

That  no  claim  againet  the  Cit}'  for  extra  services  or  any- 
thing not  included  in  their  regular  salary,  shall  be  allowed  or 
paid  for  or  to  any  officer  of  the  city,  unless  such  claim  shall 
be  presented  to  and  approved  by  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  claims  witliin  fifteen  days  of  the  expiration  of  each 
month,  and  no  claim  for  services  shall  be  allowed  to  an}-  Special 
Policeman  unless  each  place  and  time  of  service  is  particularly 
specified,  and  said  claim  is  presented  and  allowed  as  above, 
within  fifteen  days  of  the  expiration  of  each  month  ;  and  the 
City  Clerk  is  directed  to  notif}'  each  of  the  Policemen  holding 
commissions  accordingly. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

ASSIGNMENTS    OF    WAGES. 

Section  1  No  assignment  of  wages,  by  any  of  its  offi- 
cers, on  the  city  shall  be  valid  unless  accepted  in  writing  on 
the  back  thereof  by  the  City  Clerk.  And  the  City  Clerk  is 
hereb}'  authorized  to  accept  on  behalf  of  the  city  all  such 
orders. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

OFFICIAL    BONDS. 

Section  1.  The  following  named  officers  of  the  cit}'  shall 
not  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  office  until  they  have  fur- 
nished bonds,  approved  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  in  the  following  suras,  to-wit : 

Sec.  2.  Treasurer,  in  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  ; 
Superintendent  of  Highways,  in  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars  ;  Superintendent  ot  Water  Works,-  in  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  ;  Collector  of  Taxes,  in  the  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars ;  Cit}-  Clerk,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars ;  City  Marshal,  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars ; 
City  Messenger,  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  ;  Consta- 
bles, in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  each. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

PROHIBITING     THE     USE    OF    FIREARMS    AND    OTHER     EXPLOSIVES. 

Section  1.  No  person  shall,  within  the  limits  of  the  city, 
fire  or  discharge  any  cannon,  gun,  pistol,  or  other  firearms,  or 
discharge  any  rockets,  squibs,  fire-crackers,  grenades,  or  any 
prepai'ation  of  gunpowder,  except  by  permission  of  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen,  in  writing,  or  shall  make  any  bonfire,  or  im- 
properly use  or  expose  any  friction  matches,  or  knowingly 
raise  or  repeat  any  false  cry  of  fire  ;  or,  between  the  hours  of 
10  o'clock  p.  M.  and  4  o'clock  a.  m.,  shall  blow  any  horn  or 
instrument,  ring  bells,  or  in  any  way  disturb  the  peace.  The 
penalty  for  violation  of  this  ordinance  shall  be  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  dollars,  nor  less  than  one  dollar,  and  costs  of 
prosecution. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

OF   LICENSING    SHOWS. 

Section  1.     The  Maj'or,  or  in  bis  absence,  the  President  of 
the  Common  Council,  shall  have  power  to  license  all  public 
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shows,  circuses,  caravans  and   concerts  on  sucli  terms  and 
conditions  as  to  him  may  seem  reasonable  and  just. 

Sec.  2.  Aiiy  person  wlio  shall  set  up,  maintain  or  exhibit 
an}^  public  show,  circus  or  caravan  without  license  as  afore- 
said, or  contrary  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  said  license, 
shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

OF    OBSERVING    THE    LORD's    DAY. 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  keep  open  his  store,  cellar, 
restaurant  or  bar  room,  or  shall  sell,  give,  offer  or  expose  for 
sale  any  cider,  beer,  ale  or  intoxicating  liquors  of  any  kind, 
or  fruits,  nuts,  confectionery,  or  oj^sters,  or  books,  pamph- 
lets, newspapers,  or  merchandise  of  any  kind,  on  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  commonly  called  the  Lord's  Daj' ;  nor  shall  any 
person  use  any  pla}-  or  game  on  that  da}'. 

vSec.  2.  For  the  purpose  of  the  provisions  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  chapter,  the  Lord's  Day  shall  be  understood  to  in- 
clude the  time  between  the  midnight  preceding,  and  the  mid- 
night of  said  day. 

Sec.  3.  The  provisions  of  this  chapter  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  any  baker  from  delivering  bread,  or  any 
druggist  or  apothecaiT  from  selling  medicine,  or  the  cit}'  liq- 
uor agent  from  selling  liquors  for  medicinal  purposes,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  established  b}'  the  board 
of  Mayor  and  Aldermen. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  shall,  during  any  day  of  the  week,  keep 
open  his  saloon,  restaurant  or  bar-room,  nor  offer  or  expose 
for  sale  any  cider,  beer,  ale  or  intoxicating  liquors  of  any  kind, 
between  the  hours  of  half-past  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  and 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  except  the  restaurant  in  the  depot 
in  said  Keene ;  and  the  City  Marshal  is  hereb}'  instructed  to 
see  that  this  ordinance  is  strictl}'  enforced. 

Sec.  5.  Any  person  offending  against  any  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  chapter,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  one  dollar  oi' 
more  than  ten  dollars  for  each  offence. 

Sec.  6.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  are  hereby  repealed. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

WOODLAND    CEMETERY. 

Section  1.  The  name  "Woodland  Cemetery"  shall  in- 
(;lude  and  cover,  not  onl}'  the  cemetery  now  known  by  that 
name,  but  also  the  land  recently  acquired  b^-  the  city  or"  the 
heirs  of  the  late  Thomas  M.  Edwards  and  of  M.  J.  Sherman, 
which  is  hereby  set  apart  for  the  burial  of  the  dead. 

Sec.  2.  The  general  care  and  improvement  of  Woodland 
Cemetery  shall  be  committed  to  a  board  of  Trustees,  to  con- 
sist of  three  persons  to  be  appointed  b}-  the  City  Councils,  one 
of  whom  shall  serve  for  three  years,  one  for  two  years,  and 
one  for  one  year.  Each  member  shall  subsequently  be  ap- 
pointed during  the  month  of  January,  and  shall  hold  office  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  excepting  in  case  of  persons  appointed 
to  fill  vacancies  arising  from  resignation  or  other  cause,  who 
shall  hold  office  for  the  unexpired  poition  only  of  the  term  of 
the  original  appointee. 

Sec.  3.  The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  elect  from  their  num- 
ber a  chairman,  who  shall  preside  at  their  meetings  ;  a  Treas- 
ure)', who  shall  receive  and  disburse  all  moneys,  and  keep  an 
accurate  account  thereof;  and  a  Clerk,  who  shall  keep  a  fair 
and  faithful  record  of  their  doings.  This  board  shall  make  an 
annual  report  to  the  board  of  Ma^or  and  Aldermen,  on  the 
first  day  of  December,  of  the  condition  of  all  trust  funds  in 
their  keeping,  of  all  work  done  upon  the  cemetery,  the  amounts 
received  and  expended,  and  such  other  matters  as  may  seem 
to  them  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Sec.  4.  The  Trustees  shall  cause  the  cemetery  to  be  prop- 
erly enclosed,  shall  lay  out  and  establish  the  grade  of  all 
avenues,  walks  and  lots,  and  shall  construct  such  as  they  shall 
deem  advisable.  The}'  shall  also,  from  time  to  time,  cause  an 
accurate  survey  of  such  portions  into  lots  to  l)e  made  as  they 
may  consider  necessary  for  use,  which,  with  their  appraisal, 
shall  be  entered  upon  a  plan  of  the  whole  cemeter}',  and  so 
numbered  that  no  two  lots  of  the  same  section  shall  ever  be 
numbered  alike.  The}^  shall  also  set  apart  and  designate  by 
metes  ami   liounds   a  portion   of  the  cemeter}'  as  a  common 
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burijil  ground,  in  which  others  tha,n  owners  of  lots  may  be 
buried  ;  and  no  lots  in  the  same  shall  ever  he  sold,  or  en- 
closed, by  an}'  person.  Thej^  shall  have  entire  control  of  the 
planting,  trimming,  removing  and  cutting  down  of  all  trees 
and  shrubs  in  the  cemetery. 

Sec.  5.  The}'  shall  appraise  every  lot  as  surveyed,  before 
the  same  shall  be  subject  to  sale.  They  shall  also  re-appraise 
the  unsold  lots  from  time  to  time,  and  no  lot  shall  be  sold  for 
less  than  the  apjn'aisal.  All  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of 
lots  shall  be  deposited  each  month  in  one  of  the  savings  banks 
in  tliis  city,  and  be  kept  as  a  distinct  fund  to  be  appropriated 
exclusively  to  improving  and  ornamenting  the  cemetery,  and 
shall  be  drawn  from  the  bank  only  by  a  vote  of  the  Trustees 
for  purposes  specified  in  their  vote. 

Sec.  6.  The  Treasurer  of  the  board  of  Trustees  shall  keep 
a  plan  of  the  cemetery,  and  also  a  record  in  numerical  order 
of  the  lots,  with  separate  columns  ruled  therein  for  the  entry 
of  the  amount  of  the  appraisal,  the  name  of  the  purchaser, 
the  date  of  sale,  and  an  additional  column  for  remarks. 

Sec.  7.  All  applications  for  the  purchase  of  lots  in  the 
cemetery  shall  be  made  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  board  of 
Trustees,  who,  upon  receiving  the  amount  of  the  appraisal, 
shall  deliver  to  the  purchaser  a  deed  of  the  lot  sold,  signed  by 
the  Mayor,  under  the  corporate  seal  of  the  city.  But  in  no 
instance  shall  a  deed  of  a  lot  be  given  until  the  full  amount 
of  the  appraisal  is  paid.  If  payment  is  not  made  within 
ninet}'  days  after  the  selection  of  a  lot  by  a  purchaser,  the  lot 
shall  be  subject  to  sale  or  re-appraisal ;  and  any  lot  now  held 
or  claimed  by  an}'  person  upon  which  the  full  amount  of  the 
appraisal  has  not  been  paid,  shall  be  considered  unsold,  and 
subject  to  re-appraisal  and  sale  as  other  unsold  lots,  if  the 
amount  of  the  appraisal  shall  lemain  unpaid  ninety  days  after 
notice  to  that  effect  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  board  of  Trustees 
shall  have  been  given  to  the  claimant  of  the  lot. 

Sec.  8,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  ascertain 
what  lots,  if  any,  have  been  sold  and  not  secured  to  the  pur- 
chasers by  deed,  or  certificate,  and  if  any,  they  shall  cause 
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titles  to  be  secured  to  the  holders  of  such  lots  upon  being  sat- 
isfied that  the  full  amount  of  the  appraisal  has  been  paid. 

Sec.  9.  The  Board  of  Trustees  are  hereby  authorized  to 
draw  and  expend  such  sums  of  money  from  the  Woodland 
Cemetery  fund  as  they  ma}^  deem  expedient,  to  improve  and 
ornament  the  cemetery,  but  shall  have  no  power  to  pledge  the 
credit  of  the  city  for  any  debts  the}'  may  incur. 

Sec.  10.  The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  receive  for  their  ser- 
vices such  sums  as  the  City  Councils  shall  allow  them. 

Sec.  11.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall 
cause  to  be  prepared  and  deposited  with  the  City  Clerk  a  du- 
plicate cop3^  of  the  plan  and  record  book ;  and  shall  furnish 
the  City  Clerk  with  a  report  of  the  lots  sold  and  mone}^  re- 
ceived quarterl}^  or  oftener,  and  all  deeds  must  be  counter- 
signed by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  before  de- 
livery to  the  grantee. 

Sec,  12.  All  ordinances  and  parts  of  ordinances  inconsist- 
ent with  this  ordinance  are  lierebj'  repealed. 

Sec.  13.     This  ordinance  shall  take  efibct  January  1,  1878. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

PROTECTION  OF  SHADE  TREES. 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  post  any  bills, 
advertisements,  cards,  or  notices  ot  an}-  kind,  upon  an}-  tree, 
placed  or  growing  for  ornament  or  use,  in  any  yard,  street,  or 
square,  within  the  limits  of  the  cit}',  without  first  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  owners,  or  permission  of  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen. 

Sec.  "2.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  fasten  or  hitch  any 
animal  to  any  shade  or  ornamental  tree,  standing  on  any  com- 
mon, square,  street,  lane  or  avenue,  within  the  limits  of  the 
city,  except  such  as  maj'  have  a  hook  or  ring  in  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  public  or  private  hitching  place. 

Sec.  3.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  destroy  or  remove 
any  shade  or  ornamental  ti'ee  standing  on  any  common,  square, 
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street  or  lane,  within  tlie  limits  of  the  city,  without  the  per- 
mission of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen. 

.  Sec.  4.     An}-  person  violating  any  part  of  this  ordinance, 
shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  from  one  to  five  dollars. 

This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  date  of 
its  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

OF    THE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  Keene  : 

That  whereas  the  Keene  Public  Library  Association  has 
voted  "  that  it  is  expedient  to  surrender  to  tlie  cit^'  of  Keene 
the  shares  and  all  other  property  lielonging  to  the  Keene  Pub- 
lic Library  Association  whenever  the  city  shall  decide  to  ac- 
cept the  same  and  to  keep  the  Library  in  suitable  apartments, 
in  good  condition  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
under  suitable  regulations,  and  for  the  first  five  years  expend 
a  sum  not  less  than  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and 
thereafterwards  a  sum  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum  for  the  purchase  and  repair  of  books  for  the  Library ; 
said  sums  to  be  raised  and  expended  as  above  until  such  time 
as  the  Library  shall  have  an  income  of  not  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  derived  from  other  sources  ;  "  the 
said  cit}'  of  Keene  hereby'  accepts  the  surrender  of  said  shares 
and  property  upon  the  terras,  conditions  and  limitations  ex- 
pressed in  said  vote,  and  hereby  agrees  faithfully  to  comply 
with  and  perform  said  terms  and  conditions. 


AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  PubUc  Library. 

Be  it  ordained  b}'  the  Cit}^  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene, 
as  follows : 

Section  1.  That  the  general  care  and  management  of  tlie 
Public  Library  shall  be  committed  to  a  Board  of  Trustees,  to 
consist  of  six  persons,  three  of  whom  may  be  ladies,  and  all 
of  w^iom  shall  serve  without  compensation  ;  to  be  appointed  by 


58 

the  City  Councils  during  the  months  of  January,  1878  ;  two 
of  whom  shall  be  appointed  for  three  years,  two  for  two  years, 
and  two  for  one  3ear  ;  and  during  the  month  of  January-  of 
each  year  hereafter,  two  members  shall  be  appointed,  who 
shall  each  hold  office  for  the  term  of  three  years.  Persons 
appointed  to  fill  vacancies  arising  from  resignation  or  other 
causes,  shall  hold  oflSce  for  the  unexpired  portion,  onl}-,  of  the 
term  of  the  original  appointee. 

Sec.  2.  The  Board  of  Trustees  may  establish  such  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  their  body,  and  the 
management  of  the  Public  Librarj',  as  the}^  ma}'  deem  advisa- 
ble. They  shall  see  that  suitable  rooms  are  provided  for  the 
use  of  the  Libraiy.  The  Librarian  shall  be  elected  by  the 
City  Councils  in  the  month  of  January  ;  his  salary  shall  not 
exceed  three  hundred  dollars  each  year,  to  be  paid  monthly. 
The  Trustees  shall  purchase  all  books,  and  certify  to  all  bills 
relating  to  the  same,  and  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Library  ;  and  the}'  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Board 
of  Mayor  and  Alilermen,  on  the  first  day  of  December,  of  the 
condition  of  the  Library,  the  amount  expended  for  books, 
repairs,  salary,  rent,  incidental  and  ordinary  expenses,  and 
such  other  matters  relating  to  the  Library  as  they  may  con- 
sider of  general  interest. 

Sec.  3.  The  Board  of  Trustees  are  hereby  authorized  to 
expend  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  ap- 
propriated by  the  City  Councils  for  the  benefit  of  the  Public 
Library,  but  shall  have  no  power  to  pledge  the  credit  of  the 
city  for  any  debts  that  may  incur. 

Sec.  4.  The  salary  of  the  City  Librarian  shall  be  at  the 
rate  of  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  payable  in  equal 
monthly  payments,  until  otherwise  established  by  the  City 
Councils. 

Sec.  5.  All  ordinances  and  parts  of  ordinances  inconsist- 
ent with  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  G.     This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  January  1st,  1878. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

RELATING    TO    DOGS. 

Sec.  1 .  Whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men, tlie  pnblic  safety  may  reqnire  it,  they  may  order  that  all 
dogs  running  at  large  in  the  city  of  Keene,  shall  be  securely' 
muzzled  ;  and  after  notice  of  such  order  shall  have  been  posted 
up  at  three  or  more  public  places  in  said  city,  and  until  such 
order  is  revoked,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  police  officer  to 
destroy  all  dogs  which  may  be  found  by  him  running  at  large 
in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  said  order. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

SUPERINTENDENT    OF    SCHOOLS. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Cit};-  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene, 
as  follows  : 

Sec.  1.  Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  Ordinance, 
and  in  the  month  of  March,  annually,  there  shall  be  chosen 
by  the  City  Councils  in  convention,  and  by  joint  ballot,  a 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  who  shall  hold  his  office  until  the 
second  Tuesda}-  of  March  next  succeeding,  and  until  another 
shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  in  his  stead. 

Sec.  2.  Said  Superintendent  shall,  as  to  all  schools  of  the 
city  not  included  in  the  Union  School  District,  have  all  the 
powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  which  are  by  law  given  to 
and  imposed  on  School  Committees  ;  and  said  Superintendent 
shall  furnish  his  annual  report  to  the  City  Councils  by  the  first 
day  of  March  in  each  year. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

IN    RELATION    TO    THE    LETTING    OF    CITY    HALL. 

Section  1.     All  applications  for  the  use  of  the  city  hall 
shall  be  made  to  the  City  Messenger. 

Sec.  2.     The  terms  upon  which  the  hall  shall  be  let  from 
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time  to  time  shall  be  left  with  a  Board  to  be  constituted  as 
follows  :  The  Mayor,  City  Messenger,  and  one  member  of  the 
City  Council  to  be  appointed  b}'  the  President  of  said  Council. 
This  Board  shall  establish  as  uniform  and  just  a  scale  of  prices 
as  possible  ;  and  when  a  free  use  of  the  hall  is  asked,  a  major- 
ity may  have  the  power  to  grant  or  deny  the  request. 

Sec.  3.  All  acts  of  this  Board  shall  be  subject  to  a  revision 
by  joint  action  of  the  City  Councils. 

Sec.  4.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  as  soon  as  the 
member  of  the  Board  is  appointed  by  the  Council,  and  a 
record  thereof  made  by  the  City  Clerk. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

AN  ORDINANCE  appointing  a  day  for  examination  of  the 
returns  of  votes  for  Mayor. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Cit}'  Councils  of  the  Cit}'  of  Keene, 
as  follows : 

That  the  City  Councils  shall  aunuall}"  meet  in  convention  on 
the  third  Friday  in  the  month  of  December,  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  returns  of  votes  from  the  several  wards  for 
Mayor,  and  declaring  the  result  thereof. 


CHAPTER  XX\  I. 

CITY    SEAL. 

Section  1.  The  Seal  of  the  Cit}'  of  Keene  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows :  A  circle  one  inch  and  five-eighths  in  diameter  ;  around 
the  border  in  capital  letters  the  words  ' '  City  of  Keene  "  in 
the  upper  portion,  and  the  words  ''New  Hampshire"  in 
the  lower  portion  ;  on  the  disk  a  figure  of  Justice  seated,  with 
her  right  arm  resting  on  a  circular  shield  having  represented 
upon  it  an  arm  in  the  act  of  striking  with  a  hammer :  on  the 
right  an  inverted  horn  with  coins  issuing  therefrom  ;    on  the 
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left  a  toothed-wheel  and  sheaves  of  wheat ;  a  railroad  train 
in  the  background  ;  the  figures  1874  underneath  within  the 
border. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

RESOLUTION    RELATIVE    TO    THE    MANCHESTER    AND    KEENE 
RAILROAD. 

A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  to  carry  out  the  popular  will,  as 
expressed  bj-  the  legal  voters  of  the  city  of  Keene,  b}'  a 
majorit}'  exceeding  a  two-thirds  vote,  at  a  legal  meeting 
held  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  1874. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as 
follows : — 

That  a  sum  equal  to  three  per  cent,  on  the  last  property  val- 
uation of  the  city  of  Keene,  as  made  by  the  assessors  thereof, 
be  raised  and  appropriated  as  a  gratuity  to  the  Manchester 
and  Keene  Railroad  Company,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
that  part  of  said  Railroad  which  shall  be  laid  out  and  estab- 
lished between  Greenfield  in  the  Count3-  of  Hillsboro  and  the 
terminus  at  the  city  of  Keene,  and  such  sum  is  hereby  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose,  provided  that  no  part  of  said  sum 
shall  be  paid  in  money  or  bonds  or  be  liable  to  be  paid  as 
aforesaid  to  said  Railroad  Company,  until  said  road  shall  be 
completed  for  use  from  said  Greenfield  to  said  Keene,  or  until 
the  City  Councils  shall  have  satisfactory  guaranty  from  respon- 
sible persons  that  it  will  be  so  completed  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1878,  and  the  Councils  shall  so  de- 
termine b}'  a  joint  resolution  :  and  the  said  city  hereby  re- 
serves to  itself  the  right  to  pay  said  gratuitj^  in  bonds  of  the 
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said  cit}'  like  as  hereinafter  described,  to  be  taken  by  said 
railroad  at  par  in  discharge  of  this  obligation. 

Resolved  further,  that  in  order  to  meet  the  foregoing  obli- 
gation of  the  city  the  bonds  of  the  city  in  suras  of  one  hun- 
dred, two  hundred,  three  hundred,  five  hundred,  and  one 
thousand  dollars  respectively,  signed  by  the  Mayor  and  Pres- 
ident of  the  Council  and  countersigned  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  city,  shall  be  issued  at  par  with  interest  coupons  attached 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually, 
the  principal  in  said  bonds  to  be  made  payable  at  such  res- 
pective times  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  sum  so  appropri- 
ated shall  be  payable  in  not  more  than  thirtj'  years,  and  at 
least  three  per  cent,  of  said  sum  be  payable  annually,  com- 
mencing with  the  third  year  after  the  issuing  of  said  bonds. 


ORDINANCES  AND  JOINT  RESOLUTIONS 

Passed  by  the  Cit>/  Connclls  in  1879. 


CITY   OF   KEENE: 

In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred 
AND  Seventy-nine. 


A  JOIN  r  RESOLUTION  in  reply  to  the  President  of  the 

Manchester  and  Keene  Railroad. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

That  we  request  the  Mayor  to  say  to  the  President  of  the 
Manchester  and  Keene  Railroad,  in  reply  to  his  letter  of  Dec. 
5,  1878,  (in  which  he  asks  for  pa3'ment  of  a  gratuity  from  the 
City  of  Keene  to  that  road,)  that  from  what  information  we 
have  obtained  from  men  who  have  examined  the  road,  and 
from  our  observation  and  knowledge  of  its  condition,  we  be- 
lieve the  road  was  not  completed  on  the  first  of  December, 
1878,  and  that  it  is  not  now  completed,  and  for  this  and  other 
reasons  we  must  therefore  respectfully  decline  to  grant  his  re- 
quest for  a  gratuit}'. 


A  RESOLUTION  relating  to  Fire  Alarm. 

Resolved  by  the  Cit3'  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Lands  and  Buildings 
be  authorized  and  instructed  to  procure  the  adjustment  ot  a 
proper  fire  alarm  to  the  city  hall  bell,  and  that  the  same  be 
paid  for  out  of  an}-  money  in  the  treasury  not  Qtherwise  ap- 
propriated. 
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A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  appropriating  money  for  the  en- 
suing year : — 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as 
follows : — 

That  the  following  sums  of  mone}'  be  raised  by  taxation, 
and  appropriated  for  the  following  purposes,  to  wit : — 

For  highways  and  bridges,  S5,000  00 

For  ordinary  city  charges,  7,000  00 

For  fire  department,  1,500  00 

For  city  paupers,  2,000  00 

For  interest  on  water  loan,  3,000  00 

For  public  library,  500  00 

For  lighting  street  lamps,  1,400  00 

For  police,  1,200  00 


$21,600  00 
Voted  to  amend  the  above  amendment  so  far  as  to  apply 
five  thousand  dollars  from  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  and  raise  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars  by  taxation  ;  and  when  so  amended,  that  we  concur  in 
the  above  amendment  passed  by  the  Common  Council. 


A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  relating  to  Pay  of  Firemen. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

That  the  firemen  be  paid  the  sum  of  six  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  each,  in  addition  to  the  sura  allowed  bv  law. 


A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  to  provide  Furniture  for  City  Hall. 

Resolved  b}'  the  City  Councils  of  the  Citj'  of  Keene,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

That  the  Committee  on  Lands  and  Buildings  be  authorized 
to  purchase  two  chairs  and  a  table  suitable  in  design  and  fin- 
ish for  use  on  the  platform  in  the  city  hall,  and  that  the  same 
be  paid  for  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 
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A  JOINT   RESOLUTION  relating  to  pay  of  Board  of  Edu- 
cation and  Superintendent  of  Schools. 
Resolved  by  the  Cit^^  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

That  the  sura  of  fifteen  dollars  be  paid  to  each  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Union  District,  and  fifty  dollars  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  for  services  during  the  year 
ending  March,  1879  ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  from  an}' 
raortey  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 


A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  relating  to  Lighting  Street  Lamps. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Lamps  and  Lamp 
Posts  be  authorized  to  make  a  contract  with  the  Keene  Gas 
Company  for  said  company  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  last 
year's  contract,  and  to  pay  them  for  the  first  quarter  of  this 
3'ear  at  the  same  rates  as  last  year,  and  for  the  remaining 
three  quarters  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  j'ear, 
by  their  agreeing  to  forfeit  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for 
every  night  that  the  lamps  are  not  lighted,  by  their  failure  or 
neglect. 


A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  to  aid  in  the  Observance  of  Me- 
morial Day. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keerje,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  and 
granted  to  a  proper  committee  to  aid  in  the  celebration  of  Me- 
morial Day,  May  30,  1879. 


A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  in  relation  to  pay  of  Firemen. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as  fol- 
lows : — 
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That  as  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  has  "re- 
duced the  number  of  men  in  the  Dehige  Company  from  forty 
to  twenty,  the  men  vvlio  haA'e  been  dismissed  from  service  be 
paid  for  the  part  of  the  ycixr  which  the}'  have  been  in  service, 
at  the  same  ratio  as  pei'  tlieir  yearly  allowance. 


A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  to  build  Culvert  on  Water  Street. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as  fol- 
lows :— 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Highways  be  instructed  to  con- 
struct a  a  drain  from  Foster's  lumber  3'ard  on  the  North  side 
of  Water  street  to  the  culvert  on  the  Manchester  and  Keene 
Railroad. 


A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  in  relation  to  School  Money. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

That  the  money  required  by  law  to  be  assessed  in  the  city 
of  Keene  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  the  portion  of  the 
Literary  Fund  assigned  to  the  city,  and  all  money  arising  from 
the  taxation  of  dogs  remaining  in  the  treasury  of  the  cit}'  on 
the  first  da}'  of  April,  A.  D.  1879,  be  apportioned  among  the 
school  districts  in  said  city  as  follows,  viz  :  Seventy-five  dol- 
lars to  be  assigned  to  the  several  districts  for  each  school 
therein,  and  the  remainder  to  be  apportioned  according  to  the 
number  of  scholars  in  each  district  respectively. 


A  RESOLUTION  to  appoint  Committee  on  Claims  of  City 

Mai'shal  as  Special  Police.  &c. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Whereas  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Claims  cannot 
agree  as  to  approving  the  bills  presented  for  special  services 
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of  the  Cit}'  Marshal  as  special  police,  &c.,  therefore  resolved 
that  a  special  committee  of  one  Alderman  and  two  Council- 
men  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  who  shall  examine  into  the  merits  of  said  bills 
and  decide  whether  the}-  shall  be  approved,  and  the  same  com- 
mittee shall  prepare  some  more  definite  rules  as  to  what  class 
of  items  may  be  approved  in  the  future  for  such  special  ser- 
vices of  the  City  Marshal  or  special  police,  &c. 


A  JOINT   RESOLUTION    in  regard  to  the  claims  of  the 

City  Marshal. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keeue,  as 
follows : — 

That  whereas  the  Committee  on  Claims,  together  with  the 
special  Committee  appointed  for  the  examination  and  approval 
of  certain  bills  presented  by  the  City  Marshal  fail  to  agree 
upon  said  approval,  it  is  now  ordered  that  said  two  commit- 
tees combined  and  with  the  Ma3or  be  authorized  to  settle  said 
bills  by  such  compromise  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  just 
and  equitable  ;  and  that  such  part  of  said  amount  as  they  raaj' 
approve  lie  paid. 


A  RESOLUTION  amending  C4eneral  Ordinances. 

Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as 
follows  : — 

That  all  parts  of  the  General  Ordinances  of  the  City  recog- 
nizing an  Assistant  City  Marshal  be  stricken  out  of  said 
ordinances,  and  that  no  such  oflScer  be  hereafter  appointed. 


A  RESOLUTION  authorizing  a  revision  of  the  General  Ordi- 
nances : — 
Resolved  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene,  as 

follows : — 
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That  wherees  it  is  five  years  since  the  publication  of  the 
General  Ordinances  of  the  City,  and  the  same  have  been 
amended  and  changed  in  numerous  instances,  it  is  expedient 
that  the  same  be  revised  and  printed  anew. 

It  is  therefore  resolved  that  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized 
and  requested  to  revise  the  said  ordinances  and  have  them 
ready  for  publication  with  the  next  Annual  Report ;  the  cost 
of  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

C.  A.  GALE,  President  Common   Council. 

R.  STEWART,  Mayor. 


KULES  OF  OEDER  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCILS. 


RULES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


Section  1.  The  Maj-ov  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the 
hour  appointed  for  the  meeting,  and  shall  call  the  members  to 
order ;  If  a  quorum  be  present,  he  shall  cause  the  journal  of 
the  previous  meeting  to  be  read,  and  if- no  objection  is  made, 
it  shall  stand  approved. 

Sec.  2.  In  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  the  City  C4erk  shall 
call  for  the  nomination  of  a  chairman  pro  tem.,  who.  upon 
being  elected,  shall  preside  until  the  Mayor  arrives,  or  during 
that  meeting,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  3.     The  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows  : 

1st.     Communications  from  the  Mayor. 

2d.  Petitions  shall  be  called  for  and  disposed  of  by  refer- 
ence, or  otherwise. 

3d.     Reports  of  Committees  shall  be  in  order. 

4th.  The  business  remaining  unfinished  at  the  previous 
meeting  shall  be  taken  up. 

5th.     Orders  of  the  day  shall  be  taken  up. 

6th.     Nominations  and  appointments  shall  be  made. 

7th.  New  business  may  be  introduced  bj'  any  member  of 
the  Board. 

Sec.  4.  The  Maj'or  may  express  his  opinion  upon  any  sub- 
ject under  debate ;  and  in  case  any  measure  or  appointment 
is  negatived  by  his  veto,  a  two-thirds  vote  shall  be  required 
before  it  can  be  declared  carried,  and  such  action  shall  be 
taken  before  adjournment. 

Sec.  5.  The  Mayor  shall  consider  a  motion  to  adjourn  as 
always  in  order,  the  time  of  the  next  meeting  having  been 
agreed  on,  and  the  proper  notice  given  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil.    Such  motion  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Sec.  6.  All  committees,  except  such  as  the  Board  shall 
determine  to  elect,  shall  be  appointed  and  announced  by  the 
Mayor. 
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Sec.  7.  Eveiy  member  speaking  iu  debate  shall  confine 
himself  to  the  question  under  discussion. 

Sec.  8.  No  member  shall  interrupt  another  while  speak- 
ing, except  by  rising  to  call  him  to  order,  or  to  correct  a  mis- 
take. 

Sec.  9.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  it  shall  be 
considered  by  the  Board. 

Sec.  10.  When  a  motion  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall 
be  received  but — 

To  adjourn, 

To  lay  on  the  table, 

To  postpone  to  a  day  certain, 

To  commit, 

To  amend, 

To  postpone  indefinitely, 

Which  several  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  arranged. 

Sec.  11.  A  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  a  vote  shall 
be  open  to  debate,  but  such  motion  shall  not  be  considered, 
unless  made  by  a  member  voting  with  the  majority,  nor  un- 
less such  motion  is  made  at  the  meeting  at  which  such  vote 
passed,  or  notice  of  such  motion  is  given  at  said  meeting,  in 
which  case,  the  motion  shall  be  made  at  the  next  meeting ; 
and  only  one  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  an}'  vote  shall 
be  permitted. 

Sec.  12.  Standing  Committees  shall  be  appointed  on  bills 
on  their  second  reading  and  on  licenses. 

Sec.  13.  All  ordinances  shall  pass  through  the  following 
stages  before  they  shall  be  considered  as  having  received  the 
final  action  of  the  Board,  to-wit :  First,  reading  for  informa- 
tion, and  if  not  rejected  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Bills  in  their  Second  Reading  by 
the  Chair,  and  after  being  reported  by  said  committee,  shall 
be  again  read.  After  which  reading  the  question  shall  be  on 
the  passage  of  the  same  to  be  engrossed. 

Sec.  14.  The  above  rules  and  order  of  business  shall  be 
observed  in  all  cases,  unless  suspended  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present,  for  a  specific  purpose. 
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RULES   OF   THE    COMMON    COUNCIL. 


Section  1.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at 
the  hour  appointed  for  the  meeting,  call  the  members  to  order, 
and  within  ten  minutes  (or  sooner  if  a  quorum  be  present,) 
shall  cause  the  roll  to  be  called,  and  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers present  to  be  recorded.  The  Clerk  shall  record  the  names 
of  members  coming  in  after  the  calling  of  the  roll.  Before 
proceeding  to  business,  he  shall  cause  the  minutes  of  the 
preceding  meeting  to  be  read.  In  the  absence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Clerk  shall  call  the  Council  to  order,  and  preside 
until  a  President  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot. 
Upon  a  ballot  for  President  pro  tempore,  a  plurality  of  votes 
shall  elect.  At  every  regular  meeting  of  the  Council,  the 
order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows  : 

1st.  Such  memorials  and  other  papers  as  shall  then  be 
presented  shall  be  acted  upon. 

2d.  Papers  from  the  other  Board  shall  be  taken  up  and 
disposed  of. 

3d.  The  unfinished  business  in  which  the  Council  was  en- 
gaged at  the  time  of  adjournment  of  the  last  regular  meeting, 
shall  be  acted  upon. 

4th.  New  business  may  be  introduced  by  any  member  of 
the  Council. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  shall  preserve  decorum  and  order  ; 
he  may  speak  to  points  of  order  in  preference  to  other  mem- 
bers, and  shall  decide  all  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an 
appeal  to  the  Council,  on  motion  of  any  member. 

Sec.  3.  He  shall  declare  all  votes  ;  but  if  any  member 
doubt  the  vote,  the  President,  without  further  debate  upon  the 
question,  shall  require  first  those  in  the  affirmative,  and  after- 
wards those  in  the  negative,  to  rise  and  stand  until  counted, 
and  he  shall  declare  the  result. 

Sec.  4.  The  President  ma}'  call  any  member  to  the  chair, 
provided  such  substitution  shall  not  continue  longer  than  one 
meeting.  When  the  Council  shall  determine  to  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  President  shall  appoint  the  member 
who  shall  take  the   cliair.     The    President   ma}'  express   iiis 
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opinion  on  any  snbject  nnder  debate ;  but  in  such  case  he 
shall  leave  the  chair  and  appoint  some  other  member  to  take 
it ;  and  he  shall  not  resume  the  chair  while  the  same  question 
is  pending.  But  the  President  may  state  facts  and  give  his 
opinion  on  questions  of  order  without  leaving  his  place. 

Sec.  .0.  When  anj-  member  shall  require  a  question  to  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  President  shall  take  the  sense  of 
the  Council  in  that  manner. 

Sec.  6.  He  shall  propound  all  questions  in  the  order  in 
which  the}'  are  moved,  unless  the  subsequent  motion  shall  be 
previous  in  its  nature  ;  except  that  in  naming  sums  and  fixing 
times,  the  largest  sum  and  the  longest  time  shall  be  put  first. 

Sec.  7.  After  a  motion  is  stated  b}'  the  President,  it  shall 
be  disposed  of  b}'  vote  of  the  Council,  unless  the  mover  with- 
draw it  before  a  decision  or  amendment. 

Sec.  8.  The  President  shall  consider  a  motion  to  adjourn 
as  alwa^'s  in  order,  the  time  of  the  next  meeting  having  been 
agreed  on  ;  and  the  proper  notice  given  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, unless  a  member  has  possession  of  the  floor,  or  an\' 
question  has  been  put  and  not  decided.  The  motion  to  ad- 
journ, or  to  lay  on  the  table,  or  to  take  up  from  the  table, 
shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Sec.  9.  He  shall  put  the  previous  question  in  the  following 
form  :  "•  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?"  and  all  amend- 
ments or  further  debate  of  the  main  question  shall  be  suspend- 
ed until  the  previous  question  be  decided. 

Sec.  10.  When  two  or  more  members  happen  to  rise  at 
the  same  time,  the  President  shall  name  the  member  who  is 
first  to  speak. 

Sec.  11.  All  committees,  except  such  as  the  Council  de- 
termine to  elect,  shall  be  appointed  and  announced  by  the 
President. 

Sec.  12.     In  all  cases  the  President  may  vote. 

Sec.  13.  When  an}'  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate, 
or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  Council,  he  shall  rise  in  his  place, 
and  respectfully  address  the  pi'esiding  officer ;  shall  confine 
himself  to  the  question  under  debate,  and  avoid  personality. 

Sec.  14.     No  member,  in  debate,  shall  mention  another  by 
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his  name,  but  may  describe  him  b}-  tlie  ward  he  represents,  or 
such  other  designation  as  ma}-  be  intelligible  or  respectful. 

Sec.  lo.  No  member  speaking  shall  be  interrupted  by 
another,  but  by  rising  to  call  to  order,  or  correct  a  mistake. 
Bui  if  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  transgress  the 
rules  of  the  Council,  the  President  shall,  or  any  member  may, 
call  (bim)  to  order  ;  in  which  case  the  member  called  to  order 
shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless  permitted  to  explain  ;  and 
the  Council,  if  appealed  t;o.  shall  decide  on  the  case  without 
debate. 

Sec.  16.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  the 
same  question,  nor  more  than  twenty  minutes  at  a  time,  if 
objection  be  made,  without  first  obtaining  leave  of  the  coun- 
cil ;  nor  more  than  once,  until  all  the  other  members  choosing 
to  speak  shall  have  spoken. 

Sec.  17.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion 
shall  be  received  but 

1st.     To  adjourn. 

■2d.      To  lay  on  the  table. 

3d.      For  the  previous  question. 

4th.     To  postpone  to  a  da^'  certain. 

5th.     To  commit. 

6th.     To  amend. 

7tli.     To  postpone  indefinitely. 

Which  several  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  arranged. 

Sec.  18.  Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  if  the 
President  direct,  or  any  member  of  the  Council  request  it. 

Sec.  19.  A  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  a  vote  shall 
be  open  to  debate,  but  such  motion  shall  not  be  considered, 
unless  made  by  a  member  voting  with  the  majority  ;  nor  un- 
less such  motion  is  made  at  the  meeting  at  which  such  vote 
passed,  or  notice  of  such  motion  is  given  at  said  meeting,  in 
which  case  the  motion  shall  be  made  at  the  next  meeting  ;  and 
onl}-  one  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  anj'  vote  shall  be 
permitted. 

Sec.  20.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  stand  up,  to 
the  interruption  of  another,  while  any  member  is  speaking ; 
10 
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or  to  pass  unnecessarily  between  the  President  and  the  pefson 
speaking. 

Sec.  21.  Ever^-  member  who  shall  be  in  the  Coiiucil  when 
a  question  is  put,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  Council,  for 
special  leasons,  excuse  him.  Application  to  be  so  excused 
on  an}'  question  must  be  made  before  the  Council  is  divided, 
or  before  the  calling  of  the  yeas  and  na3-s,  and  such  applica- 
tion shall  be  accompanied  b}-  u  brief  statement  of  the  reasons, 
and  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Sec.  22.  The  division  of  a  question  may  be  called  for 
when  the  sense  will  admit  it. 

Sec.  23.  When  the  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  and 
the  same  is  objected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be  deteimined 
by  a  vote  of  the  Council. 

Sec.  24.  No  standing  rule  or  order  of  the  Council  shall 
be  suspended,  unless  three-fourths  of  the  members  present 
shall  consent  thereto  ;  nor  shall  any  rule  or  order  be  repealed 
or  amended  without  a  motion  therefor  be  made  at  a  previous 
meeting,  nor  unless  a  majority  of  the  whole  Council  shall  con- 
cur therein. 

Sec  25.  Ever}'  member  shall  take  notice  of  the  da}'  and 
hour  to  which  the  Council  may  stand  adjourned,  and  shall 
give  his  punctual  attendance  accordingly. 

Sec.  26.  No  member  shall  be  obliged  to  be  on  more  than 
two  committees  of  this  Council  at  the  same  time,  or  to  be 
Chairman  of  more  than  one. 

Sec.  27.  All  memorials  and  other  papers  addressed  to 
the  Council,  shall  be  presented  by  the  President,  or  by  a 
member  in  his  place,  who  shall  explain  the  subject  thereof; 
and  they  shall  lie  on  the  table  to  be  taken  up  in  the  order  in 
which  they  were  presented,  unless  the  Council  shall  otherwise 
direct. 

Sec.  28.  Standing  Committees  of  this  Council  shall  be 
appointed  on  the  following  subjects,  viz  :  oia  Elections  and 
Returns,  and  on  Bills  in  their  Second  Reading,  each  to  con- 
sist of  three  members. 

Sec.  29.  No  Committee  shall  sit  during  the  sitting  of  the 
Council,  without  special  leave. 
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Skc.  30.  The  rules  of  proceeding  in  council  shall  be  ob- 
served in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  so  far  as  the}'  be  applica- 
ble, excepting  the  rules  limiting  the  times  of  speaking ;  but 
no  member  shall  speak  twice  to  any  question,  until  every 
member  choosing  to  speak  shall  have  spoken. 

Sec.  31.  All  messages  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  shall 
be  drawn  l)y  the  Clerk,  and  transmitted  by  him  or  otherwise. 

Skc.  32.  Every  ordinance  and  all  resolutions  imposing 
penalties,  or  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  money,  after 
being  once  read  for  information,  if  not  rejected,  shall  then  he 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bills  in  their  Second  Reading, 
which  Committee  shall  carefully  examine  said  bills,  to  see 
that  they  are  in  technical  form,  and  that  their  provisions  are 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  State,  or 
the  Charter  and  Ordinances  of  the  City,  and  make  a  report 
of  them  to  the  Council.  After  being  reported  by  said  Com- 
mittee, they  shall  again  be  read,  after  which  second  reading, 
the  question  shall  be  on  passing  the  same  to  be  enrolled  ;  and 
no  ordinance  shall  be  amended  except  on  its  second  reading. 
All  other  resolutions  shall  have  two  several  readings  before 
they  shall  finally  be  passed  by  this  Council. 

Sec.  33.  All  special  committees  of  this  Council  shall  con- 
sist of  three  members,  unless  a  different  number  be  ordered  ; 
and  no  report  shall  be  received  from  smy  committee,  unless 
agreed  to  in  committee  actually  assembled ;  and  all  reports 
shall  be  made  in  writing. 

Sec.  34.  The  Clerk  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  votes  and 
proceedings  of  the  Council,  entering  thereon  all  orders  and 
resolutions,  except  such  as  it  is  necessary  to  engross  ;  he  shall 
notice  reports,  memorials,  and  other  papers  submitted  to  the 
Council,  only  by  their  titles,  or  a  brief  description  of  their 
purport ;  but  all  accepted  reports  shall  be  entered  at  length 
on  said  record. 

Sec.  35.  All  salary  officers  shall  be  voted  for  by  written 
ballot. 

Sec.  36.  In  all  elections  b}'  ballot,  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  blank  ballots  and  all  ballots  for  persons  not  eligible, 
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shall  be  reported  to  the  Council,  but  shall  not  he  counted  in 
making  up  the  returns. 

Sec.  37.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  committee  of  the 
Council,  to  whom  anj-  subject  ma}'  be  specially  referred,  to 
report  thereon  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  or  ask  for 
further  time. 


JOINT    RULES    AND    ORDERS. 


Section  1.  The  Common  Council  may  at  any  time  when 
the  City  Councils  are  in  session,  give  notice  b}'  message  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  what  time  they  will  be  ready  to 
meet  in  convention,  stating  the  purpose  or  purposes  therefor. 
The  Ma3'or  and  Aldermen  shall,  as  soon  thereafter  as  their 
convenience  will  permit,  attend  in  the  chamber  of  the  Common 
Council ;  and  on  entering  the  door,  the  Doorkeeper  or  Mes- 
senger will  announce  '"The  Mayor  and  Aldermen."  The 
Mayor,  on  assuming  the  chair,  shall  announce  the  convention 
assembled  and  its  purposes. 

Sec.  2.  The  Rules  of  the  Common  Council,  so  far  as  ap- 
plicable, shall  govern  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  ;  and 
on  completion  of  its  business  and  vote  to  rise,  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  will  i-etire. 

Sec.  3.  No  business  shall  be  done  in  convention,  except 
such  as  shall  have  been  previously  agreed  upon,  unless  b^' 
unanimous  consent. 

Sec.  4.  Messages  between  the  two  branches  shall  be  signed 
by  their  respective  clerks  and  transmitted  by  them  or  other- 
wise. 

Sec.  5.  All  By-Laws  passed  by  the  City  Councils  shall  be 
termed  Ordinances,  and  the  enacting  style  which  shall  lie  but 
once  recited  in  each  ordinance  shall  be  :  •'  Be  it  ordained  by 
the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene." 

Sec.  6.  In  case  of  an  amendment  of  an  ordinance  agreed 
to  in  one  Board  and  dissented  from  in  the  other,  if  either 
Board  shall  request  a  conference  and  appoint  a  committee  for 
that  purpose,  the  other  Board  shall  also  appoint  a  committee 
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to  confer,  and  such  committees  shall,  at  a  convenient  time 
agreed  npon  by  their  chairman,  meet  and  confer  on  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  disagreement,  and  report  to  their  respective 
Boards. 

Sec.  7.  When  either  Board  shall  not  concur  in  any  ordi- 
nance, order  or  resolution  sent  from  the  other,  notice  of  such 
non-concurrence  shall  be  given  by  message. 

Sec.  8.  No  committee  shall  act  b}'  separate  consultation, 
and  no  report  shall  be  received  unless  agreed  to  in  committee 
actually  assembled. 

Sec.  9.  The  report  of  all  committees  signed  by  a  majority 
of  the  members,  shall  be  made  to  the  board  in  which  the  bus- 
iness referred  originated. 

Sec.  10.  The  Mayor  shall  be,  ex-officio,  chairman  of  any 
Joint  Special  Committee  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Sec.  11.  At  the  commencement  of  each  municipal  year, 
the  following  Joint  Standing  Committees  shall  be  appointed, 
viz :  On  finance,  on  schools,  on  lands  and  buildings,  on 
bridges,  on  streets,  sewers  and  drains,  on  burying  grounds,  on 
fire  department,  on  city  farm,  on  lamps  and  lamp  posts,  on 
water  works,  on  printing,  on  engrossed  bills,  on  claims,  on 
public  library. 

Sec.  12.  In  all  Joint  Standing  Committees,  except  that 
on  finance,  the  member  first  named  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
shall  be  Chairman,  and  in  all  Joint  Special  Committees  of 
which  the  Mayor  is  not  a  meml)er,  the  member  first  named  in 
the  board  where  the  business  originated,  shall  be  Chairman, 
and  shall  call  the  Committee  togethe)-. 

All  Joint  Standing  Committees  shall  consist  of  one  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  two  from  the  Common  Council,  to 
be  appointed  in  their  respective  Boards,  and  every  Joint 
Committee  shall  report  on  matters  referred  to  them  at  the 
next  stated  meeting,  or  ask  for  further  time. 

Sec.  13.  No  committee  shall  enter  into  any  contract  with, 
or  purchase,  or  authorize  the  purchase  of  any  article  of  any 
of  its  members. 

Sec.  14.  After  the  annual  appropriation  shall  have  been 
passed,    no    subsequent  expenditure  shall  be  authorized  for 
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any  o1»ject,  without  a,  special  appropriation  therefor,  or  iSy  ex- 
pressly creating  therefor  a  city  debt ;  and  no  city  debt  shall 
be  created,  except  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  number  of  each  branch  of  tlie  City  Councils  voting  b^- 
3'ea  or  nay. 

Sec.  15.  Either  branch  mav  propose  to  the  otlier  for  its 
concurrence,  a  time  to  which  both  Boards  will  adjourn,  and 
neither  shall  adjourn  without  giving  notice  to  the  other  Board. 

Sec.  16.  When  a  bill  or  joint  resolution  shall  have  passed 
the  several  readings  required  in  each  Board,  it  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Coaniiittee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  who  shall  cause 
it  to  be  engrossed  b}'  the  City  Clerk,  and  on  finding  it  cor- 
rectly engi'ossed  shall  report  it  to  the  Common  Council,  when, 
without  further  reading,  it  shall  be  signed  by  the  President, 
and  then  reported  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and,  without 
further  reading,  shall  be  signed  by  the  Mayor. 

Sec.  17.  In  all  elections  by  ballot,  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Councils  in  convention,  blank  ballots  and  all  ballots  for  per- 
sons not  eligible,  shall  be  reported  to  the  Councils,  hut  shall 
not  be  counted  in  making  up  the  returns. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS. 


REPORT  or  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  lay 
before  the  Cit}'  Councils  the  following  statement  of  all  receipts 

and  expenditures  from  December  I,   1878,   to  December  1, 

1879,  together  with  a  schedule  of  propert}',  real  and  personal, 
belonging  to  the  cit}',  and  the  value  thereof,  and  the  amount 
of  the  cit}'  debts. 

EXPENDITURES. 

CITY  OFFICERS  AND  ORDINARY  CITY  CHARGES. 

G.  F.  Starkweather,  insurance  premium,  $     50  00 

R.  Stewart,  committee  on  M.  &  K.  R.  R.,  341   25 

R.  Stewart,  salary  as  Mayor,  200  00 

R.  Freeman,  Selectman,  ward  1.  5  00 

A.  Niras,  Clerk,                      ••  5  00 

J.  W,  Howe,  Selectman,       •'  5  00 

J.  W.  Raymond,       ''              -  5  00 

J.  W.  Russell,  Clerk,             "  5  00 

C.  E.  Watkins,  Selectman,  ward  2,  5  00 

J.  P.  Wellman,          t.                 u  5  oo 

F.  E.  Foster,              ^'                 "  5  00 

A.  A.  Woodward,  Clerk,      ward  3,  5  00 

C.  N.  Chandler,  Selectman,        ^'  5  00 

E.  Ayer,                     '^                 "  5  00 

C.  Holton,                   "                 ^'  5  00 

Charles  Wright,           "         ward  4,  5  00 

Daniel  Brown,             "                  ^-  5  00 

E.  Spauldiug,         Clerk,              "  5  00 

L.  W.  Cheslev,         \^                ^^  5  oo 
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J.  II.  Smith,    Selectman,     ward  5,  $5  00 

H.  Follensbee,            "                 •'  5  00 

S.  A.  Morse,               "                 ''  5  00 

J.  G.  Warren,  rent  Public  Library,  124  23 

Barrett  &  Alden,  ])rick,  21   63 

Albert  Wright,  damage  to  wagon,  3  25 

Roberts  &  Mason,  rent  of  ward  room,  10  00 

W.  B.  Fitch,  wood,  24  50 

Knowlton  &  Stone,  paint,  &c.,  22  33 

J.  Flail,  surveying,  1   50 

D.  Knight,  painting  City  Hall,  10  06 
J.  J.  Holbrook,  surveying  and  plans,  62  20 
S.  Hardy,  vSolicitor,  fees  and  expenses,  149  37 
Cheshire  R.  R.,  rent,  30  00 
Sentinel  Printing  Co.,  printing,  450  20 
L.  Martin,  Supervisor,  Assessor,  &c.,  185  32 
H.  P.  Muchmore,  Supei-visor,  Trustee  cemetery-,  &c.,  164  34 
Dort  &  Chandler,  stationery,  3  48 
L.  M.  Brooks,  salary  Librarian,  &c.,  331  10 
H.  M.  Edwards,  rent,  40  00 
G.  C.  Hill,  City  Physician  and  Health  Commissioner,  70  00 
C.  H.  Whitney,  salary  Clerk  of  Council,  20  83 
P.  Howland,  salary  Messenger,  and  trucking,  58  88 
L.  C.  Doolittle,  salary  Cit}'  Clerk,  and  recording,  444  00 
O.  Starke}',  Health  Commissioner,  20  00 
H.  Foster,          '•                  '^                                 .  20  00 

E.  -Lynch,  damage  to  corn  by  cows,  5  50 
J.  W.  Babbitt,  Moderator,  Assessor,  &c.,  206  14 
A.  T.  Wilder,  Assessor,  147  25 
Charles  Abbott,  ''1878,  26  25 
Keene  Gas  Co.,  gas  for  hall,  &c.,  262   10 

E.  Clarke,  Trustee  Cemetery,  15  00 
J.  G.  Stone,  "  "  40  00 
W.  C.  Hall,  stamping  bonds,  2  00 
R.  Hyland,  Supervisor,  ward  5,  14  00 
S.  Spaulding,  Assessor,  1878,  35  00 

F.  Davis,  Supervisor,  ward  2,  6  00 
J.  J.  Russell,  bounty  on  foxes,  4  50 
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G.  F.  Sanborn,  repair  mower,  $  50 

H.  A.  Bod  well,  Supervisor,  ward  1,  6  00 

Daniel  R.  Cole,         "                  "  6  00 

H.  O.  Coolidge,  Treasurer,  50  00 

J.  B.  Hyland,  lighting  lamps,  21  16 

Isaac  Aldrich,  Moderator,  ward  2,  2  00 

W.  &  T.  J.  French,  kerosene  oil  for  street  lamp,  2  65 

H.  S.  Martin,  Moderator,  ward  5,  2  00 

S.  A.  Carter,         "                 "    1,  1875,  2  00 

H.  Hamblett,  Overseer  of  Poor,  20  00 

R.  R.  Powers,  whitewashing  office,  75 

Kirk  &  Sewall,  stove,  5  45 

W.  H.  Spalter,  stationery,  5  95 

E.  Farrar,  salary  Police  Justice,  100  00 

Davis  &  Wright,  stove,  &c.,  for  hall,  61  03 

E.  R.  Locke,  food  for  transients,  1  25 

Cheshire  R.  R.,  freight  on  books,  65 

Spencer  &  Co.,  hardware  and  coal,  15  49 

S.  White,  for  Cummings,  overpaid  tax,  34  33 

S.  White,  Collector,  350  00 

G.  H.  Richards,  overpaid  tax,  4  67 

R.  S.  Dillon  &  Co.,  city  Directory,  1  50 

B.  F.  Foster,  support  water  trough,  3  00 

Geo.  S.  Wyman,     "             "  3  00 

G.  W.  Todd,  team,  1875,  11  00 

E.  R.  Sj'monds,  bounty  on  fox,  50 
Amos  Page,  "  l'  50 
Fred.  A.  Faulkner,  moderator,  2  00 
Bigelow  &  Symonds,  overpaid  tax,  52  00 
J.  D.  Colon}'  &  Sons,  printing,  63  18 
Aldrich  &  Co.,  insurance  premium,  60  00 

F.  A.  Bolster,  town  note  and  interest,  267  48 
Keene  Furniture  Co.,  3  desks,  49  00 
N.  G.  Woodbury  &  Co.,  chairs  for  hall,  8  00 

F.  E.  Keyes,  bounty  on  fox,  .    2  00 

G.  W.  Eastman,  bounty,  50 
Board  of  Education,  salary,  135  00 
D.  W.  Gilbert,  superintendent  of  schools,  50  00 

11 
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E.  O.  Keith,  messenger  and  work  on  hall,  $161  38 
J.  H.  Leach,  city  physician  and  returns  of  births,  &c.,  101  50 

Tom  CufF,  sawing  wood,  1  04 

A.  Baker,  bounty,  50 

W.  B.  Allen,  printing,  6  00 

W.  R.  Dunham,  return  of  births,  &c.,  2  75 

J.  Wright,  damage  to  carriage,  2  50 

Lane  &  Dole,  Elliot  case,  34  76 

Mrs.  H.  Allen,  damage,  125  00 

Bemis  &  Wyman,  bounty,  60 

G.  W.  Flagg,  return  of  births  and  deaths,  9  25 

H.  Blake,  attorney  fees,  24  90 

G.  H.  Tilden  &  Co.,  stationery,  54  56 

Cheshire  Chair  Co.,  wood,  1  00 

J.  F.  French,  painting  hearse,  54  35 

J.  E.  Parmenter,  Clerk  Council,  29  17 

C.  W.  Wyman,  bounty  on  foxes,  2  50 

William  Webb,                '^  50 

W.  H.  Hubbard,  repairing  key,  50 

H.  Hamblett,  damages,  150  GO 

George  Kingsburj',  Assessor,  100  75 

Z.  K.  Graves,                 "  128  62 

M.  C.  Ellis,  bounty,  1  00 

H,  Couillard,  overpaid  tax,  42  70 

G.  B.  Rawson,  damage,  40  00 

GeO;  S.  Wyman,  bounty,  20 

Sprague  Bros.,  food  for  transients,  7  50 

J.  T.  Abbott,  Solicitor  fees,  &c.,                         '  57  73 

L.  Allen,  bounty,  20 

A.  S.  Menter,  work  on  hearse  house,  8  25 
G.  F.  Sanborn,  laying  pipe  at  hearse  house,  29  07 
H.  W.  Woodbury,  repairing  key,  30 
Sophia  B.  Rugg,  damages,  212  50 
O.  A.  Bingham,  "  87  50 
F.  H.  Clark,  painting,  3  50 
Health  Commissioners,  removing  nuisances,  50  GO 
Holt  &  Bliss,  bounty,  40 

B.  J.  Mullins,  witness  fees,  13  84 
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J.  Donnahoe,  work  on  cit}'  pasture, 

T.  Gorman,  "  " 

James  Lavine,         "  " 

Robert  Doyle,         "  '' 

M.  Morrow,  "  " 

C.  F.  Wilson,         "  " 

C.  Keyes,  damage  to  wagon, 

Geo.  K.  Wright,  wood, 

C.  N.  Wilder,  " 

Humphrey  Machine  Co.,  repairing  fire  alarm, 

K.  D.  Webster,  witness  fees  Wilder  road, 

C.  Chandler,  " 
J.  C.  Guillow, 

D.  W.  Bill. 
C.  W.  Bingham,  " 

C.  L.  Mansfield,  " 
W.  Banks,  " 
H.  Bingham,  " 

D.  A.  Roundy,  " 
J.  Chase,  work  in  Cemetery  No.  5, 
Isaac  Rand,      "             "        No.  10, 
Trustees  Public  Library,  repair  room, 
Keene  Water  Works, 

Wilder  &  al., 

A.  R.  &  E.  S.  Foster,  carpenter  work, 

Nims,  Whitney  &  Co.,  " 

Library  Trustees, 

P.  Rowland,  trucking. 

Balance  of  appropriations  Dec.  1, '78,  $  1,319  18 
Amount  appropriated  by  Councils,  '79,    7,000  00 
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CITY  PAUPERS. 

S.  White,  Overseer  of  Poor,  $20  00 

E.  W.  Gustiue,  boots  and  slioes,  20  75 

P.  Howland,  trucking,  2  00 

E.  E.  Bissell,  stationery,  &c.,  2  37 

J.  Whitne}',  stamps,  &c.,  ^      16 

Y.  Jones,  wood,  4  50 

W.  B.  Fitch,  "  15  52 

A.  H.  Hamblett,  boarding,  132  50 

A.  L.  Parker,  team,  50 

A.  H.  Grimes,  groceries,  44  63 

C.  Bridgman,         "  93  05 

W.  &  A.  E.  Metcalf,  wood,  12  50 

H.  P.  Muchmore,  coal,  3  25 

C.  G.  Shedd,  boots  and  shoes,  2  90 

Wj'man,  Nims  &  Co.,  meat,  2  32 

W.  P.  Chamberlain,  dr}^  gpods,  3  58 

Mrs.  L.  N.  Hill,  boarding  Fred  Hill,  100  00 

N.  G.  Woodbury  &  Co.,  coffin,  7  00 

J.  R.  Beal  &  Co.,  clothing,  19  75 

W.  &  T.  J.  French,  groceries,  158  84 

P.  H.  McCushing,          "  122  62 

H.  Stowell,  Overseer  of  Poor,  20  00 

E.  E.  Bissell,         "             ''  20  00 

J.  Whitney,            u             a  20  00 

W.  H.  Spalter  &  Co.,  books,  133  30 

George  H.  Nims,  wood,  36  50 

O.  Dickinson,  meal,  2  41 

N.  H,  Insane  Asylum,  635  50 

State  Reform  School,  173  53 

Boston  Branch,  groceries,  9  24 

L.  Monegan,  sawing  wood,  2  50 

Amadon  &  Chase,  clothing,  9  25 

Spencer  &  Co.,  coal,  7  40 

Keyes  &  Stratton,  groceries,  3  25 

J.  M.  Farnum,             "  10  25 

A.  W.  Baker  &  Co.,  shoes,  1  60 

S.  D.  Comstock,             ''  1  65 

A.  J.  Burnham,  boardiQg,  33  84 
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G.  E.  Holbrook,  groceries, 
H.  H.  Barker,  wood, 
Wm.  P.  Ryan,  labor, 
A.  &  J.  A.  Bancroft,  meats, 

E.  R.  Locke,  expense  to  Concord,  &c., 
G.  H.  Tilden  &  Co.,  books. 

F.  Conn,  boarding, 
Mrs.  I.  Rahn,  labor, 

G.  H.  Clasb}',  sawing  wood, 
F.  O.  Niras,  rent, 

M.  White,  wood, 

R.  J.  Holt,  expense  to  Concord, 

Davis,  Wright  &  Co.,  wood, 

C.  B.  Mason, 

Mrs.  F.  Hannan,  washing, 

W.  O.  Willson,  boots  and  shoes, 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Webster,  rent, 

Fanlkner  &  Colony,       " 

W.  Kingsbury,  boarding, 

J.  Drummer,  rent, 

R.  Griffith,  trucking, 

F.  E.  Keyes,  groceries, 

L.  Nims,  rent, 

J.  H.  Leach,  physician, 

A.  Chase,  wood, 

A.  T.  Wilder,  milk, 

J.  F.  &  F.  H.  Whitcomb,  clothing, 

D.  Russell,  use  of  team, 
S.  W.  Raymond,  milk, 
Bancroft  &  Roby,  meat, 
Cheshire  Count}',  boarding  Perr}^, 
A.  J.  Aldrich,  stationer3% 

J.  Bouvier,  boarding, 
C.  Piper,  labor, 
S.  White,  affidavits  &c., 
Justin  Blake,  wood, 
A.  W.  Baker,  shoes, 
C.  Giffin,  meat. 
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COUNTY  PAUPERS. 

I.  W.  Russell,  benefit  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cheney,               $43  42 

Sentinel  Printing  Co.,  printing,  •">  50 

P.  Ilowland,  trucking,  4  00 

Keene  Chair  Co.,  wood,  3  50 

O.  J.  Howard,  boarding  Mrs.  Sawin,  71  91 

M.  McLaughlin,  boarding,  52  13 

E.  W.  Gustine,  boots  and  shoes,  20  50 

A.  H.  Grimes,  groceries,  14  57 

Young  Jones,  wood,  4  50 

C.  Bridgman,  groceries,  26  49 

E.  R.  Locke,  expenses  to  Concord,  &c.,  2G  35 
R.  P.  Leonard,  boarding,  65  39 

F.  O.  Nims,  rent,  12  00 
H.  P.  Mucbmoie,  coal,  1  12 
C.  G.  Shedd  &  Co.,  boots  and  shoes,  14  00 
Contingent  Fund,  railroad  fares,  &c.,  96  71 

G.  B.  Twitchell,  medical  fees,  40  00 
Pollard  &  Holbrook,  groceries,  >^  56 
p].  A.  Flagg,  milk,  -S  56 
P.  H.  McCushing,  groceries,  121  67 
L.  Bridge,  jr.,  wood,  8  50 
Spencer  &  Co.,  coal,  '  9  67 
J.  LahiflT,  sexton,  2  00 
W.  &  A.  E.  Metcalf,  wood.  4  75 
N.  G.  Woodbury  &  Co.,  coffin,  10  00 
G.  H.  Nims,  wood,  25  24 
Davis,  Wright  &  Co.,  wood,  ^  23  13 
A,  H.  Kingman,  boarding,  19  21 
L.  M.  Stone,  wood,  2  00 
Hodgkins  Bros.,  wood,  5  00 
N.  H.  Insane  Asylum,  board.  &c.,  224  28 
State  Reform  School,  '^  138  00 
W.  &  T.  J.  French,  groceries,  174  36 
Boston  Branch  store,  "  28  87 
Geo.  E.  Holbrook,  "  64  19 
M.  T.  Tottingham,  coffin,  1   50 
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J.  C.  Guillow,  wood, 

W.  O.  AVillsou,  boots  and  shoes, 

O.  Dickinson,  meal, 

S.  II.  Burt,  wood. 

J.  R.  Beal  &  Co.,  clotliing, 

Araadon  &  Chase,         " 

Ke^es  &  Stratton,  groceries, 

M.  Guillow,  wood, 

E.  Wilbur, 

J.  M.  Farnum,  groceries, 

W.  P.  Chamberlain,  drj'  goods, 

S.  R.  Powers,  boarding, 

D.^W.^Wilson,  wood, 

Geo.  Cole,  meat, 

11.  H.  Barker,  wood, 

F.  PI  Comstock,  wood, 
S.  O.  Gates,  shoes, 
Miss  E.  Chambers,  rent, 
D.  W.  Nims,  wood, 

S.  L.  Randall,  dry  goods, 
Jesse  Dart,  milk, 

F.  W.  Conn,  boarding,  &c., 
W.  B.  Fitch,  wood, 

G.  B.  TAvitchcll,  medical  fees, 
N.  G.  Woodbury  &  Co.,  coffin, 

J.  F.  &  F.  H.  Whitcomb,  clothing, 

H.  Stowell.  work, 

A.  W.  Baker,  shoes, 

8.  Spaulding,       "• 

Bancroft  &  Roby,  meat, 

Faulkner  &  Colonj',  rent. 

Chase  &  Richards,  clothing, 

A.  T.  Wilder,  milk, 

J.  C.  Ryan,  labor, 

S.  White,  affidavits,  &c., 

8.  8now,  support, 

J.  Blake,  wood, 

J.  Bierne,  rent, 


S  4 

00 

12 

85 

2 

27 

6 

00 

19 

95 

6 

50 

G 

00 

8 

50 

12 

00 

24 

78 

6 

42 

11 

13 

3 
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1 

29 

7 

50 
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00 

2 

50 

53 

00 

4 

31 

1 

65 
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50 

3 

42 

7 

25 

12 

50 

2 

50 

17 

50 

2 

50 

3 

00 

3 

25 

1 

70 

7 

65 

6 

75 

2 

60 

2 

36 

8 

83 

6 

00 

4 

50 

3 

50 
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C.  GiflSn,  meat, 

F.  C.  Hardy,  dry  goods, 

A.  B.  &  S.  W.  Skinner,  dr^-  goods, 

C.  Cummings  &  Son,  shoes. 

County  paapers, 
City 


Balance  Det?.  1,  1878, 
4-tnount  appropriated  1879, 
Received  from  Swanzey,  poor, 
"  "     County, 


HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES 

Ball  &  Chapman,  tools,  &c., 
"W.  H.  Brooks,  blacksmithing, 

D.  H.  Holbrook,  posts, 
C.  N.  Wilder, 
C.  W.  Wyraan,  work, 
A.  Spaulding,  lumber, 
F.  W.  Nims,  work  on  highway, 
J.  W.  Adams,  " 
Faulkner  &  Colony,  lumber, 
P.  Howland,  work  on  streets, 
M.  S.  Buckminster,  work  on  highway, 
M.  Davis,  "  " 
A.  R.  &  E.  S.  Foster,  lumber, 

F.  H.  Wilson,  work  on  highway, 
J.  L.  Butler,  Superintendent,  1878, 
J.  H.  Bobbins,  work. 
Griffin  &  Freeman,  blacksmithing, 

G.  H.  Nims,  work  on  roads, 

E.  Bigelow,  " 
Geo.  K.  Wright,    " 
J.  Kingsbury,  work  on  walks, 
I.  Curtis,  work  on  road. 


S  86 

1  39 

1  00 

2  50 

$1,685  22 

2,421  75 

$4,106  97 

;2,589 

94 

2,000 

00 

34 

92 

1,803 

04 

$6,427  90 

3GES 

$4  20 

1  75 

1  50 

9  49 

7  00 

4  35 

52  07 

13  23 

3  20 

43  10 

7  06 

59  80 

4  20 

24  37 

228  16 

2  61 

50 

69  84 

3  00 

16  00 

23  88 
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Spencer  &  Freeman,  blacksraithing,  $  45  38 

A.  J.  Williams,  work  on  roads,  106  15 

C.  N.  Wilder,  Supt.  Highways  and  Bridges,  421  52 
O.  D.  Pratt,  work  on  walks,  16  32 
E.  A,  Nims,  work  on  road,  64  50 
J.  H.  Smitli,  •'  24  93 
T.  T.  Russell,  ''  2  50 
H.  Giffln,  ''  1^  ^0 
R.  C.  Ross,  "  33  60 
L.  Holmes,  work  on  streets  and  walks,  13  00 
R.  C.  Jones,  blacksmith  work,  1  00 
Geo.  Newell,  work  on  road,  '   ^0 

D.  B.  Stearns,  "  ^  00 
C.  N.  Wilder,  pay  rolls,  2,665  35 
S.  O.  Gates,  work  on  walk,  9  50 
County  Commissioners,  laying  out  roads,  34  40 
A.  &  D.  R.  Cole,  wall  and  sand,  135  00 
Wm.  Dickinson,  sand  and  gravel,  50  00 
Pat.  Quinlan,  labor  on  road,  21  72 
Keyes  &  Stratton  and  F.  E.  Keyes,  powder,  &c.,  59  40 
N.  Woodbury,  labor,  1  50 
W.  W.  Stone,  ^'  6  25 
G.  W.  Ball,  10  ^0 
Knowlton  &  Stone,  cement,  &c.,  26  57 
Nims,  Whiney  &  Co.,  lumber,  1  25 
S-  B.  Davis,  mason  work  on  drain,  9  00 
G.  A.  Nims,  poles,  &c.,  64  00 
S.  A.  Towns,  work  on  road,  33  80 
Walter  Reed,  '^  1  25 
Chas.  W.  Heaton,       ''  H   25 

A.  D.  Hammond,  lumber,  38  00 
L.  Maniu,  work  on  sidewalk,  13  00 

B.  Reed,  "  road,  50  00 
Thos.  Riley,  ''  23  60 
T.  Richardson,  "  33  50 
Chas.  Abbott,  ''  •  31  10 
S.  E.  Wymau,  ''  2  00 
J.  W.  Raymond,  ''  164  00 

12 
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S.  C.  Ellis,  work  on  road, 

$18  80 

P.  Mulvey,             " 

28  60 

Cheshire  Railroad  Co.,  freight  on  pipe, 

48  85 

George  Thatcher,  road  machine. 

60  00 

Foundry  Supply  Co.,  drain  pipe, 

140  32 

Faulkner  &  Colony,  lumber. 

116   14 

H.  A.  Bodwell,  stone, 

5  00 

C.  A.  Grimes,  work  on  road. 

11   50 

Charles  Wright,          " 

43  78 

Charles  Eveleth. 

54  20 

J.  O'Neil, 

29  70 

George  K.  Wright,     " 

69  09 

F.  H.  Wentworth,      '' 

9  79 

R.  8.  Graves,              " 

10  00 

George  E.  Newman,  lumber. 

70  53 

J.  Towne,  work. 

8  00 

Isaac  Rand,  work, 

15  74 

E.  George,         " 

2  00 

A.  G.  Nims,      " 

5  00 

Charles  Cross,  '•'•                                     ' 

2  75 

M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  iron,  &c., 

5  92 

A.  H.  Hamblett,  team  work. 

65  82 

J.  &  F.  French,  filing  saw, 

1  00 

Knowlton  &  Stone,  hardware,  &c.. 

16  51 

T.  T.  Russell,  team  work, 

28  10 

$5,702  09 

Balance,  Dec.  1,  1878, 

$2,028  52 

Amount  appropriated,  1879, 

5,000  00 

$7,028  52 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

J.  H.  Smith,  wood,  $14  06 

Knowlton  &  Stone,  hardware,  &c.,  3  61 

Sentinel  Printing  Co.,  printing,  19  50 

L.  Martin,  use  of  horse,  15  50 
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Geo.  D.  Dort  &  Co.,  oil. 

Dort  &  Chandler,         " 

A.  O.  Fisk,  Chief  Engineer,  &c.,  187«, 

Geo.  D.  Wheelock,  Assistant-Engineer,  «fec.,  1878, 

Freeman  A.  White,  "' 

Charles  Abbott,  '' 

H.  H.  Barker, 

C.  A.  Mason,  " 
G.  L.  Whitney,                ^         " 
Ballard  &  Foster,  oil,  &c., 
P.  Rowland,  trucking, 
E.  83'nionds,  labor, 
Amadon  &  Chase,  repair  coats,  &c.. 
Pollard  &  Holbrook,  groceries, 
Humphrey  Machine  Co.,  repair  work, 

D.  W.  Brooks,  ringing  bell, 
Davis,  Wright  &  Co..  repairs, 
J.  F.  Gallagher,  work  at  engine  house, 

E.  R.  Geer,  repair  hose,  &c., 
W.  &  T.  J.  French,  groceries, 
W.  H.  Hubbard,  repairs, 
L.  Bridge,  Jr.,  use  of  horse, 
David  Russell,  use  of  horse, 
Geo.  E.  Newman,  wood, 
Geo.  K.  Harvey,  wood, 
Barrett  &  Care}',  use  of  horse, 
J.  F.  Gallagher,  steward, 
J.  Cofiy, 

E.  P.  Carrigan.         "■ 
J.  Donnelly,  "■ 

H.  W.  Evans, 
Keene  Gas  Co., 

Pay  Roll  Deluge  Co.,  men  discharged, 
G.  H.  Tilden  &  Co.,  stationery. 
H.  Joslin,  use  of  horse, 
R.  R.  Powers,  work  on  house, 
C.  Allen,  paper,  &c.,  engine  house, 
J.  Ahern,  painting. 


$  1  62 

29  52 

30  00 

878, 

30  00 

'^ 

29  25 

" 

29  50 

it 

27  50 

" 

26  25 

11 

27  50 

6  40 

50 

2  00 

5  00 

90 

47  72 

9  50 

26   95 

7  80 

3  00 

58  6Q 

12  15 

3  00 

7  00 

8  50 

5  34 

6  00 

23  00 

16  75 

18  25 

3  75 

15  00 

55  20 

52  00 

2  33 

4  00 

36  20 

8  25 

2  00 
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L.  S.  Peck,  oil  tester, 

C.  D.  Strong,  repair  hose  carriage, 

Chase  &  Richards,  clothing, 

Keene  Steam  Dye  Co.,  cleansing  cloths, 

Neptune  Pay  Roll, 

Phoenix  " 

Deluge  Co.     " 

Washington  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  Pay  Roll, 

H.  A.  Woodbury,  use  of  horse, 

A.  R.  &  E.  S.  Foster,  carpenter  work, 

M.  T.  Tottingham,  painting,  &c., 

T.  F.  &  A.  H.  Barrett,  use  of  horse, 

J.  Kingsbur}',  work  on  hydrants, 

Davis,  Wright  &  Co.,  repairs,  &c., 

E.  W.  Gustine,  burners,  «&;c., 

S.  S.  Wilkinson,  repair  hose,  &c., 


Balance  Dec.  1,  1878, 
Amount  appropriated,  1879, 


$  234  70 
1,500  GO 


POLICE. 
L.  Martin,  team, 
H.  P.  Muchmore,  coal, 
E.  R.  Locke,  services  Police  and  Marshal, 
Geo.  H.  Kellogg,  Night  Police, 
Jacob  Staples,  Special  Police, 
Telegraph  Compan}', 
A.  B.  &  S.  W.  Skinner,  lamp,  &c., 
M.  Ryan,  work  in  lock-up, 
P.  C.  Butler,  special  services, 
E.  P.  Hardy, 
W.  H.  Reyoum,        " 
D.  Russell,  team. 


Balance  Dec.  1,  1878, 
Amount  appropriated,  1^79, 


$  124  39 
1,200  00 


$.  4  00 

11  50 

10  00 

4  25 

190  00 

190  00 

190  00 

190  00 

4  00 

5  25 

16  24 
5  00 

13  17 
44  08 

1  50 
42  40 

,652  21 
11,734  70 

$  5  00 

17  42 
381  64 
702  00 

72  20 
58 

2  55 
2  00 

17  20 

7  75 

2  00 

5  00 

SI, 21 5  34 
$1,324  39 
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WATER  WORKS. 

L.  Holmes,  Superintendent,  and  repairs,  1<S7S, 

G.  H.  Tilden  &  Co.,  books,  &c., 

G.  F.  Sanborn,  salary  as  Superintendent, 

"  Superintendent,  repairs,  &c., 

E.  Joslin,  Water  Commissioner. 
J.  Humphrey,         "' 
D.  H.  Holbrook,     " 
C.  Wright,  work  at  pond, 
M.  J.  Sherman,  lumber, 
Davis,  Wright,  &  Co.,  repairs, 
Nims,  Whitney  &  Co.,  carpenter  work, 
O.  Seward,  teaming, 

Keene  Furniture  Co.,  hydrant  boxes,  &e., 
Knowlton  &  Stone,  hardware,  &c., 
M.  Armstrong,  plnmbing,  &c., 
M.  Ellis,  casting, 
Humphrey  Machine  Co.,  repairs. 
Sentinel  Co.,  printing. 


$856  80 


STREET  LAMPS. 

Keene  Gas  Co.,  street  lamps,  $1,400  50 

Balance  Dec.  1878,  $  268  29 

Amount  appropriated,  1879,  1,400  00 


,668  29 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY.1 
L.  M.  Brooks,  repairing  books, 
W.  H.  Spalter  &  Co.,  books. 
G.  H.  Tilden  &  Co., 
W.  P.  Chamberlain,  "• 

A.  B.  Hey  wood,  "" 

Readers  &  Writers  Co.,  books, 


^   35 

00 

130 

79 

456 

89 

3' 

00 

5 

00 

19 

00 

$649  68 
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Balance  Dec.  1,  1878, 
Amount  appropriated,  1879, 


$155  23 
500  00 

$655  23 


LAND  DAMAGE. 


Geo.  L.  Ellis, 


DECORATION  DAY. 

J.  L.  Bolster,  committee, 


$100  00 


$100  00 


MINISTERIAL  FUND. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Eaton, 

$27  35 

Rev.  C.  Richardson, 

27  35 

Rev.  J.  A.  Leach, 

27  35 

Rev.  G.  W.  Brown, 

27  35 

Rev.  J.  W.  Walker, 

27  35 

Rev.  W.  W.  Havwa 

■d. 

27  35 

Rev.  P.  Holahan, 

18 

79, 

27  34 

Amount  of  interest. 

$191  44 

DOG  FUND. 

J.  E.  Colony, 

$10  00 

J.  H.  Robbins, 

20  00 

Geo.  K.  Wright, 

- 

5  00 

$35  00 

SCHOOLS. 

District  No.  1, 

$11,275  18 

2, 

405  83 

3, 

291   49 

4, 

219  01 

5, 

218  32 

6, 

168  10 

7, 

223  28 
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District  No.  8,  $  148  50 

9,  233  A!) 

10,  592  18 

11,  132  85 

$13,908  19 

HIGH  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

Amount  assessed  for  High  School  building,  $10,200  00 


SIMMONS  FUND. 

Miss  E.  Hall, 
Mrs.  Hastings, 
Miss  A.  Curaraings, 
Mrs.  A.  G.  Read, 
Miss  M.  P.  Ellis, 
Miss  S.  Snow, 
Mrs.  Heustice, 
Miss  K.  Billings, 
Mrs.  J.  Tufts, 

Balance,  Dec.  1,  1878, 

Amount  of  interest  Jan.  1.  1879, 


$  8  00 

10  00 

5  00 

10  00 

10  00 

6  00 

6  00 

10  00 

10  00 

$75  00 

$16  00 

60  00 

«7«  an 

RECAPITULATION^ 


RECEIPTS. 

1876  tax. 

$400  00 

1877   '' 

70  68 

1878  '' 

17.500  00 

1879  " 

47,600  00 

Water  bonds 

sold. 

35,010  34 

City  pasture 

rents. 

18: 

r8-9, 

297  00 

Public  librai'3 

'i 

69  05 

9(> 

City  hall, 

Store  rents, 

Water  rents, 

Interest  on  State  bonds, 

Savings  bank  tax, 

Railroad  tax, 

Insurance  tax, 

LiteraiT  fund. 

Land  sold, 

License, 

Police  court, 

Reservoir  ice, 

Swanzey  poor. 

County  paupers, 

Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  1,  1H78, 


$     763 

50 

1,602 

25 

8,016 

59 

132 

00 

8,108 

25 

3,816 

22 

179 

63 

441 

41 

4 

00 

90 

00 

25 

00 

100 

00 

34 

92 

1,803 

04 

$126,063 

88 

26,078 

57 

$152,142 

45 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries  and  ordinary  charges,  $7,196  86 

City  paupers,  2,421   75 

County  paupers,  1,685  22 

Highwa3's  and  bridges,  5,702  09 

Fire  department,  1,652  21 

Police,  1,215  34 

Water  works,  856  80 

Lighting  street  lamps,  1,400  50 

Public  library,  '                                                 649  68 

Land  damage,  100  00 

Schools,  13,908  19 

High  School  building,  10,200  00 

Decoration  Day,  100  00 

Ministerial  Fund,  191  44 

Simmons  Fund,  75  00 

Dog  Fund,                    '  35  00 

County  tax.  9,903   18 


1)7 

State  tax,  1878,  $11,988  00 

Water  bonds  paid,  35,800  00 

Town  bonds  paid,  3,000  00 

Interest  on  water  bonds,  8,969  00 

Interest  on  town  bonds,  90  00 


$117,140  26 
Less  paid  on  previons  account,  29  84 

$117,110  42 
Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  1,  1879,        $35,377  03 
Credit  to  dog  fund,  345  00 


•$35,032  03 
)2,142  45 


ASSETS  DEC.  1,  1879. 

State  bonds.  $2,200  00 

EstjMiote  and  interest.  1,865  60 

Due  from  Collector,  1876,  1,381  54 

''               ''         1878,  97  52 

"               "         1879,  13,929  21 

State  Treasurer,  127  63 

"         Water  Rates,  *                       855  60 


$20,457  10 
Balance  in  treasury  Dec.  1,  1879,  35,377  03 

$55,834  13 


INDEBTEDNESS. 

Water  bonds,  $153,400  00 


SCHEDULE  OF  PROPERTY  BELONGING  TO  CITY. 

City  hall  building,  $20,000  00 

Furniture  in  building,  800  00 

Fire  Department,  11,000  00 

City  Pasture,  2,000  00 

Water  works,  493  50 

Highways,  200  00 

City  Marshal's  office,  •                  200  00 

13  $34,693  50 
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We  have  examined  the  Treasurer's  and  City  Clerk's  books, 
and  find  that  all  the  payments  therein  recorded  are  correct  to 
the  best  of  our  knowledge  and  belief. 

R.  vSTEWART, 

J.  FRENCH, 

L.  MARTIN, 

C.  N.  CHANDLER, 

Committee  on  Finance. 


To  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfnll}'  lay  before  the  Cit}- 
Councils  the  following  estimates  of  the  amount  of  money  nec- 
essary to  be  raised  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  recommend  that 
the  same  be  raised  by  taxation,  viz  : 

For  Highways  and  Bridges,  So, 000  00 

Ordinary  City  Charges,  7,000  00 

Fire  Department,  1,, 500  00 

City  Paupers,  2,000  00 

Interest  on  Water  Loan,  2,000  00 

Public  Library,  500  00 

Lighting  Street  Lamps,  1,400  00 

Police,  1,200  00 

Support  of  Public  Library,  200  00 

Sewerage,  1,000  00 


$21  800  00 
R.  STEWART, 
J.  FRENCH, 
L.  MARTIN, 
C.  N.  CHANDLER. 

Finance  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  ENCtINEER. 


Chief  Engineer's  Office.  Keene,  Dec.   1,  1879. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  City  Councils: — 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  now  have  an  opportunitj'  of  re- 
porting to  you  the  general  working;  of  this  small  though  very 
important  part  of  our  institutions  ;  and  in  accordance  with  the 
usages  of  this  branch  I  herewith  present  ni}'  annual  report  for 
the  year  ending  Dec.  1,  1879. 

In  the  first  place  I  have  endeavored  to  keep  everything  con- 
nected with  the  working  of  the  Department  in  complete  order  ; 
also  made  some  needed  repairs  to  the  several  houses  belong- 
ing to  the  Department,  where  the  outlay-  was  small.  Two  of 
the  halls  have  been  improved  by  plaster,  whitewash,  paint 
and  paper,  and  we  should  be  glad  to  have  the  fathers  of  our 
city  government  examine  the  several  houses  and  hall  accomo- 
dations for  the  firemen,  and  see  if  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
make  a  little  more  improvement  in  this  direction.  If  we 
want  men  to  act  like  men  they  must  be  treated  like  men. 
Put  men  into  dirt}',  unsightly  places  and  they  partake  of  the 
surroundings,  and  vice  versa  :  a  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient, 
i&C,  &c. 

We  have  made  a  reduction  in  the  Department,  of  twenty 
men.  and  in  our  opinion  without  impairing  the  efficiency  of 
the  Department.  These  tw-ent}-  were  dropped  from  the  Del- 
uge Engine  &  Hose  Co.,  which  was  composed  of  fort}'  men, 
but  now  a  hose  company  only,  which  gives  us  three  good 
hose  companies  upon  equal  footing.  If  the  case  should  hap- 
pen where  there  was  a  possible  chance  to  need  the  engine,  I 
have  made  arrangements  with  Mr.  P.  Howland  to  take  out 
the  engine,  and  under  such  circumstances  we  should   have   a 
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plenty  of  hosemen  to  man  the  engine  ;  therefore  I  think  it  is 
self  evident  that  we  are  just  as  well  off  without  these  extra 
twenty  men.  and  make  a  saving  of  $190,  besides  the  wear 
and  tear  of  that  number. 

NUMBER   OF   MEN. 

The  manual  force  of  the  Department  is  eighty-seven  men, 
and  organized  as  follows : — Seven  engineers,  three  hose  com- 
panies, twenty  men  each,  viz : — Deluge,  Neptune  and  Pha- 
nix,  and  the  Washington  Hook  and  Ladder,  of  twent}^  men. 
We  have  a  two-wheeled  jumper  stationed  near  Hope  steam 
mills  and  one  at  Symonds'  tannery,  also  a  very  good  engine 
and  hose  carriage  at  South  Keenc  chair  shop,  and  manned  b}' 
volunteer  men  of  the  shop,  and  the  old  Deluge,  which  is  kept 
in  readiness  at  the  Deluge  Hose  Station  No.  1. 

HOSE. 

There  are  now  in  the  Department  about  4000  feet  of  hose 
of  all  descriptions :  3000  feet  of  2J  inch  good  leather  hose, 
100  feet  of  2^  inch  hose,  rubber  lined,  good,  and  400  feet  of 
two-inch  hose. 

THE    FIRE    ALARM. 

There  was  great  need  of  an  improvement  in  the  fire  alarm, 
and  the  past  Summer  the  Humphrey  Machine  Co.  have  made 
US  one  for  the  small  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  which  works 
very  satistactoril}'. 

DISCIPLINE. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  discipline  never 
was  better  than  at  the  present  time,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  no 
flattery  to  saj-  that  Keene  Fire  Department  are  lieen^  and  can- 
not be  beat.  When  on  duty  each  company,  and  we  might  add 
each  man,  does  his  best,  and  what  more  can  be  required  of 
firemen?  As  far  as  my  observation  goes,  there  is  the  best  of 
harmon}'  throughout  the  Department.  This  accounts  in  no 
small  degree  for  the  discipline.  As  an  act  of  appreciation  on 
the  part  of  citizens,  I  think  our  authorities  ought  to  give  the 
Department  a  good  supper  annually,  and  there  meet  the  men 
who  are  ready  to  risk  their  lives  for  your  pleasant  homes  and 
places  of  business. 


101 


ALARMS    OF    FIKES. 

The  two  first  alarms  mentioned  below  were  not  reported  last 
3'ear,  but  handed  to  me  In-  my  predecessor  to  report : 

Dec.  11,  1878. — At  Woodbury's  mills,  Washington  street; 
dr}'  house.     Loss  Si 00. 

Dec.  27,  1878. — Cottage  house  on  Valley  street,  owned  by 
the  Bank.     Loss  $1300  ;  fully  insured. 

Jan.  14,  1871),  at  11  o'clock  p.  m. — Sash  and  blind  shop  on 
Mechanic  street.     Loss  $500;  no  insurance. 

Feb.  10. — House  on   Maple  avenue;  the  Department  not 
called.     Loss  $1000  ;  insurance  $800. 

Feb.  22. — School  house  on  Lincoln  street.     Loss  $10. 

April. — Alarm  caused  by  chimney  burning  out  in  Clarke's 
block. 

Ma}'  l.S. — Alaini   caused  by  a  small  shanty  burning  near 
gas  house.     Loss  small. 

June  27. — Taft  &  Co.'s  storehouse  was  struck  by  lightning 
and  burned.     P^stimated  loss  $10,000;  insurance  $6,000. 

Sept.  4. — Caused. b}'  a  fire  starting  at  the  gas  house.    Dam- 
age small. 

Sept.  12. — Alarm  caused  bj-  a  chimney  burning  out  on  Gei-- 
ould's  block. 

Sept.  20. — A  small  house  on  Howard  street,  owned  In'  Mrs. 
Mitchell ;  burned  to  the  ground.    Loss  $300  ;  insurance,  $200. 

Oct.  3. — Alarm  caused  by  a  carload  of  coal  burning ;  loss 
not  learned. 

Oct.  4. — Alarm  caused  by  i"oof  taking  fire  from  chimney, 
on  house  east  of  cemetery.     Damage  slight. 

Oct.  9. — J.  M.  Farnum's  grain  mill  on  Emerald  street  was 
badly  damaged.     Loss  $1500;  fully  insured. 

Total  loss,  $12,928  00 

Insurance,  •  9,602  00 


Not  insured,  $3,326  00 

APPROPRIATIONS    AND    EXPENSES. 

The  appropriation  for  this  year  was  $1,500  00 

Balance  left  OA-er  from  last  year,  234  70 


Making  a  total  for  the  Department  of  $1,734  70 
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Brought  forward,  $1,734  70 

Total  expenses  of  the  Department  are  1 ,652  20 


Balance  over  expenses,  -  SS2  50 

For  a  detailed  account  of  the  items  of  expenses,  see  Finan- 
cial Report  of  Fire  Department. 

P^stimated  for  next  year's  ordinary  expenses,  an  appropri- 
ation of  $1,500  00 

There  should  be  an  appropriation  to  improve  the 
hall  at  Neptune  hose  house,  of  300  00 


Makinpr  a  total  of  $1,800  00 


PAY  ROLL  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 


BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS  FOR  1871K 
(office  in  assessors'  room,  city  hall.) 


Virgil  A.  Wright,  Chief,  $30  00 

Freeman  A.  White,  1st  Assistant,  25  00 

Charles  Abbott,  2d 
Henry  H.  Barker,  3d 
Eugene  Symonds,     4th 


JohnA.Batchelder,  5th 
George  A.Whitney,  Gth 


and  Clerk,  25  00 

25  00 


25  00 
25  00 
25  00 


$180  00 
WASHINGTON  HOOK  &  LADDP:R  CO.,  NO.  1. 

(house  on  railroad  square.) 

R.  W.  Smith,  Foreman,  $9  50 

Horace  Joslin,  1st  Assistant,  9  50 

Ambrose  Howard,  2d  Assistant,  9  50 

Edwin  H.  Stone,  Clerk,  9  50 

William  Stevenson,  9  50 

Albert  Carpenter,  9  50 

Joseph  G.  Griffith,  9  50 

James  M.  Cone,  9  50 
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Albert  Fisk,  %'.)  50 

Henry  Woodbury,  i)  50 

Thomns  Cummings,  1)  o^l 

Henry  Hall,  <)  TjO 

Enoch  Aiken.  9  50 

Geo.  H.  Smith,  9  fyO 

Benj.  F.  Wilder,  <j  00 

H.  W.  Evans,  *)  aO 

Wni.  H.  Freckle.  0  50 

Joseph  W,  Curamings,  9  50 

James  M.  Gowdy,  9  50 

$190  00 
DELUGE  HOSE  CO.,  NO,  1. 

(house  rear  of  city  hall.) 

Patrick  O'Leary,  Foreman,  $9  50 

Thomas  F.  Barrett,  1st  Assistant,  9  50 

R.  R.  Powers,            2d         "  9  50 

Thomas  S.  Hannon,  Clerk,  9  50 

Peter  Bouvier,  Treasurer,  9  50 

George  L.  Starke}',  Steward,  9  50 

J.  H.  Burns,  9  50 

Fred  M.  Rogers,  9  50 

J.  F.  Bigelow,  9  50 

Frank  Hammond,  9  50 

James  O'Leary,  9  50 

John  F.  McCurdy,  9  50 

H.  J.  O'Dowd,  9  50 

Daniel  Sweeney,  9  50 

Abijah  H.  Barrett,  9  50 

Gilbert  PeiTv,  9  50 

Michael  Carey,  9  50 

William  O'Leary,  9  50 

William  H.  Geddes,  9  50 

David  Oliver,  9  50 

SI 90  00 
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DELUGE  MEN  DISCHARGED 

WHEN  THE  COMPANY  WAS  REDUCED  APRIL  5TH. 

James  Ilartnet, 
James  O'Neil, 
Mike  O'Donnell, 
John  Phillips, 
Thomas  Cuff, 
P.  Burns, 
James  Lahey, 
John  Carrigan, 
Corbet  Osier, 
Edward  Gay, 
Joseph  Bouvier, 
Michael  A.  Clary, 
John  Lahe}', 

NEPTUNE  HOSE  CO.,  NO.  2. 

(house  on  railroad  square.) 
Wm.  C.  Clear}',  Foreman, 
G.  E.  Forbes,  1st  Assistant, 
Daniel  Crowley,  2d         " 
James  Coffey,  Clerk, 
Wm.  H.  Trask,  Treasurer, 
James  Harmon, 
Timothy  Foley, 
James  Reason, 
E.  M.  Smith, 
Geo.  O.  Shelley, 
H.  W.  Eastman, 
Wm.  Richards. 
C.  A.  Bouvier, 
H.  F.  Riley, 
R.  Lowe, 
Dennis  Willett, 
James  A.  Riley, 
James  O'Neil, 
Thomas  E.  Reed, 
C.  Donovan, 


.S4 

00 

4 

00 

4 

00 

4 

00 

4 

00 

4 

00 

4 

00 

4 

00 

4 

00 

4 

00 

4 

00 

4 

00 

4 

00 

$52  00 
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9 
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50 

9 

50 
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50 
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50 
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9 

50 

9 

50 

9 

50 

9 

50 

^90 

00 
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PHCENIX  HOSE  CO.,  NO.  4. 


(house    on    railroad    (SQUARE.) 

H.  H.  Ilaynes.  Foreman, 

$9  50 

G.  P.  Howe,  1st  Assistant, 

9  50 

E.  P.  Carrigan,  2d 

9  50 

E.  D.  AVillard, 

9  50 

F.  C.  Foster, 

9  50 

Geo.  A.  Rogers, 

9  50 

Fred  A.  Towne, 

9  50 

C.  A.  Balch, 

9  50 

C.  E.  Harrington, 

9  50 

Walter  Mansfield, 

9  50 

Oscar  Ai)plin, 

9  50 

Charles  Starkey, 

9  50 

H.  W.  Harvey, 

9  50 

A.  W.  Dickinson, 

9  50 

Geo.  W.  Russell, 

9  50 

Frank  E.  Wheelock, 

9  50 

Fred  0.  Quinn, 

9  50 

H.  A.  Tliorapson, 

9  50 

Walter  W.  Hudson, 

9  60 

William  H.  Allen, 

9  50 

$190  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Board  of  Engineers,  7  men, 
Washington  Hook  and  Ladder,  No.  1,  20  men. 
Deluge  Hose  Co.,  No.  1,  20  men, 
Deluge,  13  men  discharged,  when  Company  was  re- 
duced April  5th, 
Ne])tune  Hose  Co.,  No.  2,  20  men, 
Pho3nix  Hose  Co.,  No.  4,  20  men. 

Whole  number  of  men  paid,  100,  making 


$180 

00 

190 

00 

190 

00 

52 

00 

190 

00 

190 

00 

$992  00 


14 
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INVENTORY    OF    PROPERTY    IN    POSSESSION    OF 
THE  DEPARTIMENT. 

Deluge  engine. 

Deluge  hose  carriage, 

Pha?nix         " 

Neptune       " 

Two  old  2\eptune  Jumpers, 

No.  5  hose  jumper,  station  Hope  Mills, 

No.  7         ^  station  Syuionds'  tanner}', 

Washington  No.  1 ,  hook  and  ladder, 

Niagara  engine  and  hose  cart,  So.  Keene, 

Deluge  engine  and  hose  house, 

Neptune     "'  •'• 

Phoenix       "  *" 

Fire  alarm, 

1000  feet  good  leather  hose, 

3000  feet  medium 

450  feet  old 

100  feet  rubber  lined  hose,  good, 

1  barrel  hose  oil, 

100  uniforms  for  the  ssverul  companies, 

Present  total  valuation, 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  make  a  few  sugiicstions.  When 
our  company  uniforms  get  so  poor  that  the  men  are  ashamed 
to  appear  out  in  them,  it  is  about  time  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion in  this  direction.  This  was  the  case  with  the  Neptune 
Hose  Company,  and  it  is  with  credit  to  the  Foreman,  Wm. 
C.  Cleary,  and  company,  that  they  contributed  each  their  mite 
that  they  miglit  make  a  decent  appearance  at  our  annual 
inspection, — and  they  made  it ;  therefore  the  city  are  debtors 
to  that  company,  certainly  to  the  amount  of  twenty  pairs  of 
pants.  Let  it  be  cancelled  as  soon  as  convenient.  When  .we 
see  men  contributing  to  improve  their  surroundings  it  speaks 
well ;  and  here  let  me  express  my  sympathy  and  best  regards 
personally,  to  mj'  Assistant  Engineers,  Foremen  and  men  of 
the  Fire  Department,  also  the  members  of  City  Government  for 
the  seemingly  unmerited  confidence  placed  in  me.  Thanking 
all,  I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

VIRGIL  A.   WRIGHT,  Chief  Engineer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


To  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene  : 

The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  herewith  submit  their  report  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  December  1,  1871). 

For  amount  expended  for  support  of  Cit}^  and  County 
paupers,  we  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  small  reduction  from  last 
year,  and  a  more  consi<lerable  one  from  former  years.  This 
is  owing  principally  to  the  almost  entire  disappearance  of  that 
noted  individual,  ''The  Tramp,"  and  to  the  reduction  in  the 
cost  of  food,  fiKjl  and  clothing.  We  are  also  happy  to  state 
that  several  families  who  needed  assistance  during  the  first  of 
tlie  year  have,  since  the  revival  of  business,  obtained  employ- 
ment, with  a  prospect  of  providing  for  themselves  in  the 
future. 

In  our  intercourse  with  the  subjects  under  our  charge  we 
have  had  very  plainly  demonstrated  to  us  the  close  relation 
existing  between  intemperance  and  pauperism  ;  the  fact  can 
but  be  patent  to  all  who  have  given  attention  to  the  subject, 
that  a  large  percentage  of  pauperism  of  this  city,  and  doubt- 
less all  other  places,  can  be  traced,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
the  sale  and  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  ;  and  the  public  good 
seems  to  require  not  onl}-  enactment  but  the  enforcement  of 
wise  regulations  tending  toward  the  suppression  of  this  great 
evil. 

We  would  also  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  salaries  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.     Our  experience 
of  the  past  3'ear  enables  us  to  say  that  the  pecuniary  compen- 
sation is  entirely  inadequate  to  the  service  required. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  L.  DAVIS, 

C.  PIPER, 

H.  STOW  ELL, 

S.  WHITE, 

A.  J.  ALDRICH, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  WOODLAND 
CEMETERY. 


To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen : 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  Trustees  of  Woodland  Cemetery  for  the  year 
ending  December  1,  1870  : 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash  on  hand,  ■%  30  93 

Received  for  lots  sold,  171  00 

'•'•         wood  and  saplings,  97  17 

"         old  pipe,  4  68 

Drawn  from  Savings  Bank,  462  47 


$766   25 


Amount  in  Savings  Bank,  Dec.  1,  1879,  $391.71. 

ACCOUNT  OF  SUMNER  CARPENTER  FUND. 

July  3,  1878,  amount  in  bank.  $42  36 

Interest  to  July  3,  1879,  213 


EXPENDITURES. 

James  Larvin,  grading  avenues  and  lots, 

L.  K.  Sparks,  '' 

Thomas  Dolan,  "  " 

Thomas  Cuff.  '-  " 

Thomas  Fitzgerald,        "•  " 

Horace  Joslin,  ''  "• 

William  Winn,  " 

James  Donahue,  "  " 

Alfred  Richardson,        "  " 


$44 

49 

$70 

75 

10 

50 

2 

00 
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00 
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50 

70 

25 

45 

00 

51 

30 

22 

50 
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Henry  Kern,  grading  avenues  and  lots, 
Patrick  O'Keefe,  "  " 

Lewis  Bridge,  "  " 

Fred  L.  Sparks,  "  " 

Sparks  and  Holton,        "  " 

Geo.  W.  Porter, 

Larvin  and  Donahue,     "  " 

Faulkner  &  Batchelder,  writ, 
M.  T.  Tottingham,  repairing  plan, 
Knowlton  &  Stone,  hardware, 
Towne  &  Jackson,  locks, 
A.  W.  Metcalf,  painting, 

F.  W.  Conn,  iron  work  on  gates, 
E.  Foster,  rent, 

G.  F.  Sanborn,  repair  water  pipe, 
Patrick  Dolan,  labor. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
H.  I 
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Keene,  Dec.  1,  1879. 


MUCHMORE, 
JOHN  G.  STONE, 
ELBRIDGE  CLARKE, 

Trustees  of  WoocVancl  Cemeferj/. 


I  certif}'  that  I  have  examined  the  accounts  and  vouchers 

of  the   Trustees  of  Woodland    Cemetery,   and   found   them 

correct. 

N.  G.  GURNSEY, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Bxri/ing  Orounds. 
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EEPORT  OF  THE  CITY  CLERK. 


To  the  Houondde  City  Councils: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following   repoit  of  this 
office  for  rents,  &c.,  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  1,  1<S7*J  : 
Rec' 


'd  of  S.  Wadsworth  &  Co.,  store  rent, 

S450  00 

"                 "            water  rent, 

7  00 

F,  C.  Hardy,  store  rent. 

281   25 

''              water  rent, 

3  50 

A.  H.  Grimes,  store  rent, 

400  00 

"                 water    " 

7  00 

Wyman,  Nims  &  Co.,  store  rent. 

387  50 

"                 "           water   "■ 

7  00 

S.  Babcock  &  Son,             "     '' 

9  00 

Knowlton  &  Stone,         land    '' 

20  00 

W.  H.  Butrick,  billiard  license, 

20  00 

J.  M.  Ryan, 

10  00 

Coup's  circus,  license. 

30  00 

Barnum,                   "- 

30  00 

4-Paw, 

30  00 

$1,692  25 

ount  deposited , 

SI, 692  25 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  C.  DOOLITTLE,   Citi/  Clerk. 
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REPOET  OF  CITY  MESSENdER. 


To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldernien: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  as  City  Messenger 
from  Jan.  1  to  Dec.  1.  IHTO  : 


January,  187 

9.              $41   50 

February-,     ' 

97  00 

March, 

75  00 

April,            ' 

110  00 

May, 

27  00 

June,             ' 

'                  2C)  00 

July,              ' 

00  00 

August, 

18  00 

September,  ' 

46  00 

October,        ' 

133  00 

November,   • 

69  00 

Deposited  with  Cit}-  Ti-ea surer, 

"         by  P.  Howland.  December.  IH78. 


$642  50 
121   00 

$7G3  50 


Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWIN  0.  KEITH.  City  Messenger. 
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EEPORT  OF  THE  BOAED  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Honorable  Councils  of  the  Citt/  of  Keene: 

The  undersigned,  Health  Commissioners  for  the  City  of 
Keene,  in  making  their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  1st,  1879,  congratulate  our  fellow  citizens  on  the 
continued  healthiness  of  the  City  during  the  past  year.  We 
have  had  no  sickness  that  has  in  any  remote  sense  been  epi- 
demic, and  we  are  of  opinion  that  our  City  is  as  healthy  a 
locality  as  the  surrounding  country,  notwithstanding  our  im- 
perfect drainage. 

About  the  usual  number  of  complaints  have  been  made, 
and  most  of  them  have  been  entertained  by  the  Board. 
Many  of  the  parties  complained  of  have  speedily  removed  the 
cause  of  complaint. 

Some  have  complained  where  the  matter  did  not  come 
under  our  province,  as  there  was  nothing  apparent  detri- 
mental to  private  or  public  health. 

The  most  serious  cases  that  came  under  our  observation 
were  the  sewer  leading  from  Cheshire  Raih'oad  station  South- 
west to  Ashuelot  river — the  ditch  or  creek  leading  from 
Symonds'  tannery  to  the  river — and  obstructions  in  Beaver 
Brook. 

In  the  first  named  case  the  parties  owning  land  on  the  line 
of  the  ditch  or  sewer,  after  some  delay  cleared  it  out,  so  that 
no  further  complaint  came  from  that  quarter. 

In  the  second  case  (that  of  Pearl  street)  the  land  owners 
neglecting  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  Board,  after  hav- 
ing had  ten  days'  notice,  the  Board  employed  a  set  of  men  to 
go  upon  the  premises  and  remove  all  obstructions  from  the 
creek,  at  a  cost  of  $40.75,  which  sum  thej-  have  not  j-et  col- 
lected of  the  land  owners. 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  Beaver  Brook  there  was  considera- 
ble delay  in  the  matter,  the  case  being  in  their  opinion  more 
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complicateil  than  the  others..  In  the  first  place  the  City  Hall 
Block,  with  all  its  water  closets,  the  Bank  lilock,  together 
with  Colony's  and  Bridgman's  Block,  the  Cheshire  House  and 
various  private  farail}'  sewers  all  centered  in  Beaver  Brook, 
together  with  Foster's  tannery  and  many  families  immediately 
on  the  border  of  the  Brook  ;  and  still  another  cause  of  delay 
was  to  find  out  who  owned  the  Brook,  as  many  of  the  land 
owners  bordering  on  the  Brook  were  bounded  on  the  margin 
of  it. 

The  Board  deliberated  and    consulted   the  City  Councils, 
and  were  about  to  proceed  in  the  matter  as  they  had  in  the 
Pearl  street  case,  when  the  Fall  rains  set  in  and  removed  for 
the  time  being  all  cause  of  complaint. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

HOSE  A  FOSTER, 
GEORGE  HOLMES, 
Health  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Keene. 


15 
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CITY  PHYSICIAN'S  EEPOET. 


To  the  Honorable  City  Councils: 

Conformable  to  the  City  Ordinunce  I  herewith  present  the 
third  annual  report  of  the  Cit}'  Physician. 

There  have  been  no  births  or  deaths  among  the  poor  com- 
ing under  my  charge  during  the  past  year. 

The  health  of  tiie  city  has  been  unusually  good.  We  have 
had  no  severe  sickness,  no  epidemics.  For  the  last  three 
years  the  above  facts  have  been  true,  recommending  highl}- 
the  city  of  Keene  as  a  very  desirable  place  of  residence  to 
strangers  contemplating  removing  here.  We  are  still  in  need 
of  a  good  system  of  sewerage,  and  sooner  or  later  must  suf- 
fer in  our  public  health  unless  something  is  done  to  remedy 
the  growing  evil.  This  is  a  matter  which  cannot  be  too  earn- 
esth'  pressed  for  your  consideration.  Prevention  is  certainly 
better  than  cure  in  this  case.  The  better  ventilation  of  our 
public  buildings  is  another  matter  worthy  of  early  and  prompt 
consideration  —  especially  the  ventilation  of  our  city  hall. 
This  has  been  a  crying  evil  for  some  time. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  HOLMES  LEACH,   City  Physician. 
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CITY  MARSHAL'S  EEPORT. 


Keeiie,  N.  IL,  Dec.  1,  1S79. 
To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen: 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  for  your  con- 
sideration, a  portion  of, the  doings,  and  general  condition  of 
the  Police  Department  for  the  financial  year  ending  Nov.  30, 
1.S79. 

Whole  number  of  arrests  for  the  year  has  been. 
Males,  1-^4 

Females,  ^ 

Total,  l-'jfi 
The  offences  for  which  arrests  have  been  made  comprise, 

Assault  and  batter^',  8 

Cruelty  to  animals,  4 

Common  drunkard,  1 

Drunkenness,  1^5 

Disturbance  of  the  peace,  18 

Insane,  2 

Larceny,  ^ 

Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretenses,  1 

Runaway  from  House  of  Correction,  1 

Runaway  from  home,  1 


Total,  156 
A  portion  of  the  miscellaneous  duties  of  the  Police,  the  fol- 
lowing table  will  show  : — 

Disturbances  suppressed,  36 

Intoxicated  persons  sent  home,  42 

Intoxicated  persons,  assisted  home,  J  G 

Stray  teams  found  and  cared  for,  -t 

Stolen  teams  found,  1 
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Defective  streets  and  sidewalks  reported,  34 

Parties  notified  to  remove  snovv  from  buildings,  13 

Fire  alarms  given,  4 

Nuisances  suppressed,  8 

Number  of  dogs  killed,  4 

Value  of  goods  found  and  returned  to  owner,  $  78  00 

Value  of  stolen  property  recovered,  150  00 

Schedule  of  Property  in  use  by  the  Police  Department : 

1  stove  and  pipe,  $24  00 

6  mattresses,  .                    6  00 

6  pillows,  ,                                      1  00 

6  chairs,  3  90 

12  pillow  cases,  1  00 

6  towels,  50 

14  blankets,  20  00 

1  desk,  20  00 

1  office  table,  5  00 

4  iron  pails,  3  00 

1  pail  and  mop,  50 

Drinking  cups  and  soap  dish,  50 

Sponge,  20 

1  kettle,  90 

1  dust  pan,  25 

1  lawn  mower,  15  00 

1  rake,                                     '  25 

1  hoe,  75 

1  hatchet,  75 

1  feather  duster,  1   75 

1  spittoon,  50 

1  broom,  25 

2  lanterns,  2  00 
1  dark-lantern,  1  00 
1  snow-shovel,  75 
1  coal-shovel,  50 
1  "■  General  Statutes  of  New  Hampshire,"  5  00 
1  "  Town  Officer,"  2  50 
1  inkstand  and  pen-holder,  50 
Blanks,  3  75 
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2  belts, 

2  batons, 

2  patent  nippers, 

7  chain  nippers, 

2  patent  flexible  police  clubs, 

10  caps, 

5  duplex  police  calls, 

16  badges, 

4  pairs  hand-cuffs, 

$215  75 

To  His  Honor  the  Maj'or  I  am  under  great  obligation  for 

his  counsel,  suggestions  and   personal  favors.     Also,  to  the 

Board  of  Aldermen,  for  the  courtes}'  and  kindness  extended 

to  me  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  R.  LOCKE,  City  Marshal. 


C) 

75 

2 

00 

3 

00 

7 

00 

4 

00 

3 

00 

5 

00 

20 

00 

16 

00 
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EEPOET  OF  THE  CITY  SOLICITOR. 


To  the  Honorable  City  Councils : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  : — 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  three  cases  in 
court  against  the  cit}',  as  mentioned  in  the  report  of  Mr. 
Hard}-. 

The  case  of  Lowell  Wilbur  now  stands  on  the  docket, 
the  plaintiff  being  entitled  to  a  review. 

The  suit  of  James  B.  Elliot  was  tried  early  in  tlie  year 
before  D.  H.  Holbrook,  P^sq.,  and  resulted  in  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff  for  $8.25  and  costs. 

The  petition  of  J.  G.  Warren  for  a  partial  abatement  of  his 
tax  was  tried  in  December,  1878,  by  Mr.  Hard}',  before 
Ellery  Albee,  Esq.,  and  resulted  in  a  report  favorable  to  the 
cit}'.  Judgment  for  the  city  was  ordered  at  the  last  term  of 
court,  to  which  the  petitioner  excepted.  The  case  is  now  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court  for  the  decision  of  such  questions  of 
law  as  may  lie  raised  by  the  petitioner. 

At  the  April  Term,  1879,  AVilliam  A.  Wilder  and  others 
entered  a  petition  for  a  new  highwa}'  extending  from  near 
Mr.  Wilder's  house  to  the  Beaver  Brook  road.  A  hearing- 
was  had  before  the  County  Commissioners,  which  resulted  in 
a  report  favorable  to  the  petitioners.  Judgment  was  had  on 
the  report  at  the  October  Term. 

At  the  October  Term  two  cases  against  the  city  were 
entered  by  J.  G.  Warren.  In  one  he  claims  pay  for  repairing 
the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  dwelling  house.  In  the  other  he 
claims  compensation  for  damages  occasioned  to  his  buildings 
b}'  reason  of  a  defective  sewer,  which,  he  claims,  the  cit\' 
ought  to  have  kept  in  repair. 

Two  cases  against  the  cit}'  were  also  entered   by  George 
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W.  Zimmerrann,  on  account  of  injuries  alleged  to  have  been 
received  by  his  daughter,  by  reason  of  a  defective  bridge  on 
Pearl  street. 

The  city  has  been  summoned  as  Trustee  in  a  suit  brought 
in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  holden  at  Exeter,  by 
Joseph  AVharton  against  the  Manchester  &  Keene  Railroad. 
It  has  also  been  summoned  as  Trustee  in  eight  other  suits, 
brought  in  our  State  courts  by  different  parties  against  the 
Manchester  &  Keene  Railroad,  John  H.  Dawe  and  others.  I 
have  attended  to  all  these  cases  as  occasion  has  demanded. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  ABBOTT.  SoUcitor. 
Keene,  Dec.  1,  1879. 
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REPOET  OF  POLICE  JUSTICE. 


Keene  Dec.  1,  1879. 
To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Keene : 

The   Justice   of  the   Police   Court   submits  the  following 
report : 

Twenty-two  civil  actions  have  been  entered  in  said  Court 
the  past  year. 

There  have  been  thirt^'-three  arraignments  before  the  Court 
for  the  following  causes,  viz  : 

Assault  with  intent  to  rob,  1 

Assault  with  intent  to  kill,  1 

Larceny,  1 

Forgery,  1 

Doing  business  as  itinerant  merchant  without  a  license,  1 

Practicing  medicine  without  license,  2 

Carrying  concealed  weapons,  1 

Being  common  drunkard,  1 

Being  drunk,                                                ,  6 

Obstructing  officers,  2 

Bastardy,  2 

To  furnish  sureties  to  Iceep  the  peace,  3 

Making  brawls,  3 

Assault,  8 

These  cases  were  disposed  of  as  follows  : 

Sentenced  to  pay  fines  conditionalh',  3 

'•                  "            unconditionally,  13 

"•         to  House  of  Correction,  3 

Held  to  answer  at  Supreme  Court,  5 

Ordered  to  find  sureties  of  the  peace,  2 

Not  prosecuted  to  judgment,  3 

Discharged  on  trial,  2 

Not  disposed  of,                '  2 
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Of  those  sentenced  to  pay  fines,  twelve  paid  their  fines, 
amounting  to  S27.00. 

The  others,  (unless  discharged  by  the  officer,)  were  com- 
mitted for  non-payment — 

To  jail,  1 

To  the  House  of  Correction,  4 

One  of  said  cases  was  brought  before  the  Special  Justice, 
resulting  in  a  fine  of  S2.00. 

E.  FARRAR,  Justice. 


16 
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CITY  PASTURE. 


To  the  Honorable  City  Councils : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Lands  and  Buildings 
having  the  care  of  the  City  Pasture,  on  examination  found  it 
necessar}'  to  cut  and  burn  the  lirush  again  this  3'ear,  in  order 
to  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  pasture  in  future,  and  have 
caused  the  same  to  be  done.  The}'  would  report  as  follows  : 
Amount  paid  for  cutting  and  burning  brush. 
Repairing  fence. 


^■si 

50 

10 

96 

S92 

46 

1153 

00 

153 

00 

Cows  pastured  amounting  to 

Amount  deposited  with  the  Treasui'er,  Nov.  17,  '79, 

N.  G.  GURN8EY, 

C.  T.  WILSON, 
Standing  Committee  on  Lands  and  Buildings. 
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HIGHWAYS 


REPORT   OF   superintendent; 


To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aklermen  of  the  City  of 

Keene : — 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  ni}'  report  for  the 
year  ending  December  1,  1879. 

The  expense  for  plowing  and  cleaning  the  sidewalks  and 
highwa^-s  the  last  Winter  and  Spring  were  large,  owing  to 
deep  snciW  coming  late  in  the  season,  and  it  was  difficult  to 
keep  tlie  same  in  passable  condilion. 

A  large  amount  of  work  has  been  done  on  highways  in  the 
outside  districts  of  the  city,  as  they  needed  it  very  much  ; 
they  are  now  in  very  good  condition  and  will  need  but  little 
repairing  for  some  time.  Several  small  culverts  have  been 
rebuilt  and  covered  with  stone,  and  it  would  be  well  to  re- 
build many  more  in  the  same  way. 

West,  Church  and  Railroad  streets  have  ])een  covered  with 
rotten  stone  and  gravel,  and  will  last  for  a  long  time.  The 
Wesi  side  of  Washington  street  has  been  paved  for  surface 
water,  and  in  our  opinion,  it  would  be  well  to  pave  many 
moi'c  in  Ihe  same  way,  instead  of  putting  in  small  wood 
drains. 

A  large  amount  of  railing  has  been  put  up,  and  more  is 
needed  to  save  the  city  from  damages.  Two  covered  bridges 
have  been  newly  planked,  including  the  one  at  South  Keene, 
which  will  need  a  new  roof  soon.  The  highway  on  the  East 
side  of  Beech  Hill,  on  the  Sullivan  road,  has  been  rebuilt  at 
considerable  expense.  A  bank  of  rotten  stone  has  been  pur- 
chased of  Mr.  Dickinson,  on  Beech  hill ;  also,  a  bank  of  gravel 
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on  Eastern  avenue,  of  Mr.  Cole,  at  an  expense  of  eighty  dol- 
lars, which  will  last  for  a  long  time  for  streets  and  sidewalks. 
A  new  drain  has  been  laid  on  Water  street  from  Dunbar,  and 
others  rebuilt  at  considerable  expense,  including  the  drain 
running  from  Ashuelot  across  West,  which  gave  out  in  the  Fall 
of  1878,  and  should  have  been  at  once  repaired  and  save  the 
city  much  damage  caused  by  overflow  of  water  on  lands  on 
said  streets.  Care  has  been  taken  to  have  the  streets  and 
walks  throughout  the  city  kept  in  good  condition  ;  and  although 
there  are  several  new  highwa3's  to  build  another  year,  the  sum 
recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee  ($5,000.00)  for  re- 
pairs and  building  highways  will  be  sufHcient  to  do  the  work 
unless  something  unusual  occurs.  The  expenditures  for  labor, 
services  and  material  for  the  past  year  may  be  found  in  the 
Finance  Report. 

SCHEDULE    OF    TOOLS,  ETC.,  ON    HAND. 

3  road  scrapers,  old  ;  1  road  scraper,  new  this  year ;  1  tool 
box,  6  shovels,  G  picks,  3  large  drills,  18  small  drills,  1 
hand  hanmier,  1  large  hammer,  1  plow,  1  broken  plow,  about 
1000  feet  of  plank,  lot  posts  and  poles,  6  sign  posts,  lot  8  in. 
drain  pipe,  1  stone  drag.  Value  about  S200.00. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  N.  WILDER,  Superintendent. 
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WATER  WORKS. 


COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


To  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Keene : 

We  herewith  transmit  the  reports  of  the  Superintendents  of 
the  Keene  Water  Works  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  1st,  1879, 
which  have  been  duly  examined  and  found  to  correspond  with 
the  assessment  books. 

The  earnings  of  the  year  have  been  as  follows  : — 
Cash  collected  on  water  rents  as  reported  by  Lewis 

Holmes,  Jan.  13,  1879, 
As  reported  by  G.  F.  Sanborn  to  Dec,  1,  1879, 
Payment  for  ice,  O.  D.  Pratt, 
Balance  due  on  twentieth  and  prior  assessments, 


;  976 

58 

6,388 

91 

100 

00 

855 

60 

^8,321 

09 

848 

75 

Less  amount  due  Dec    1,  1878, 

Total  earnings  for  the  3-ear,  $7,472  34 

WORKING  EXPENSES. 

Sundry  bills,  as  per  Superintendent's 

report,  S260  90 

Unpaid  bills  estimated,  20  00 

Sundry  bills  incurred  by  L.  Holmes, 

Superintendent  to  Jan.  13,  1879,  29  00 

Salary  to  L.  Holmes,  Superintendent 
to  Jan.  13,  1879, 

Salary  to  G.  F.  Sanborn, 

Water  Commissioners'  salaries, 


Total, 
Making  net  earnings,  $6,597  44 


125  00 

350  00 

90  00 

$874  90 

12() 


No  extensions  of  the  works  have  been  made  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  the  construction  account 
remains  at  $159,893  26 

The  abatement  of  non-coUoctable  rates  as  reported  have 
)»een  rather  in  excess  of  those  belonging  to  the  year,  as  some 
of  them  have  been  of  long  standing.  Most  of  those  now  re- 
l)orted  as  uncollected  may  be  considered  good. 

Rather  more  than  usual  expenditure  has  been  required  for 
repairs  of  leaks  during  the  year,  as  several  quite  large  break- 
ages have  occurred. 

The  works  are  in  good  condition,  and  the  water  supply  has 
been  ample  for  the  largely  increased  demand,  notwithstanding 
the  long  dry  season. 

The  general  management  of  the  works  has  been  quite  satis- 
factory, we  believe,  to  most  of  our  citizens,  and  as  good  as 
can  be  expected  with  late  reduction  of  salaries. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  H.  HOLBROOK, 
EDWARD  JOSLIN, 

JOHN  iiumphrp:y. 

Water  Coiaiaissioners. 


SUPERINTE]\1)ENT'S  REPORT. 


To  tlio  Watx'i-  Commissioners  of  the  Citu  of  Keeae : 

Gentlemen  :  Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  city  ordi- 
nances, the  .Superintendent  respectfully  submits  the  following 
report  : 

Number  of  service  pipes,  Dec.  1st,  1878,  843 

"                Dec.  1st,  1879,  859 
Balance  of  assessments  as  reported  Jan.  loth, 

1879,           '  S;3,558  74 

Subsequent  additions  to  same,  156  25 

Twentieth  assessment,  4,388  47 

Ice  from  reservoir,  100  00 

$8,203  46 
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Abatements  for  disuse,  transfers,  &c.,       S645  89 
"  non  collectable,  213  06 

858  95 

Collected  on  assessments,  6,388  91 

Cash  for  ice  deposited  In-  O.  D.  Pratt 

with  City  Treasurer,  100  00 

Unpaid,  855  60 


^S,203  46 


CASH  RECEIPTS. 

On  account  water  rents  to  Dec.  1st,  1879,  66.388  91 

"•                  "•                  2 1st  assessment,  586  82 

For  pipe  sold.  6  27 

For  ta[)pings,  20  00 


$7,002  00 
Deposited  with  City  Treasurer  to  balance,  $7,002  00 

F:XPENDrrURES. 

Sentinel  Printing  Co.. 

Knowlton  &  Stone, 

G.  H.  Tilden  &  Co., 

M.  Ellis  &  Co., 

Humphrey  Machine  Co., 

Nims,  Whitney  &  Co., 

M.  Armstrong, 

Keene  Furniture  Co.. 

M.  J.  Sherman. 

O.  Seward. 

Davis,  Wright  &  Co., 

G.  P.  Sanborn,  for  labor  repairing  leaks,  &c.. 

Paid  by  City  Treasurer,  S260  90 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  outstanding  bills  against 
the  works  to  the  amount  of  about  620,  and  619.69  due  the 
works  for  pipe  sold. 


614 

25 

36 

95 

20 

48 

2 

32 

12 

90 

5 

50 

18 

35 

29 

10 

2 

50 

4 

75 

4 

42 

109 

38 
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SCHEDULE  OF  STOCK  ON  HAND. 

2  6-inch  valves, 

S30  00 

174  ft.  4-inch  pipe, 

■  80  00 

69  ft.  6-inch  pipe, 

70  00 

125  ft.  3-inch, 

26  50 

150  ft.  2-inch  pipe, 

30  00 

2  post  hydrants, 

80  00 

Lot  cement  pipe. 

10  00 

Rubber  boots  and  mittens, 

5  00 

Pails  and  lanterns, 

3  00 

2  pairs  pipe  tongs. 

8  00 

2  hammer  wrenches, 

2  00 

24  picks. 

30  00 

Lot  shovels, 

10  00 

1  pair  snips, 

2  00 

Rubber  cloth  and  twine, 

25  00 

8  stopcocks, 

8  00 

1  1^-inch  valve, 

1  00 

1  pump, 

6  00 

2  bush  hooks, 

2  00 

Office  furniture, 

25  00 

2  water-guages, 

30  00 

Lot  wrenches. 

10  00 

$493  50 
G.  F.  SANBORN,  Supenntendent. 
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CITY  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT. 


RP:P0RT  for  1878. 

Amount  of  warrant,  $75,639  77 

Taxes  added  after  warrant  was  issued,  313  89 

Interest  collected,  38  00 


$75,991   6(3 
Cash  paid  Treasurer,     '  $73,500  00 

Discount  on  taxes,  1,223  98 

Abatements,  1,170  16 

S75,894  14 


Balance  due  the  city,  ^97  52 

Respectfully  submitted, 

8HUBAEL  WHITE,  Collector. 


REPORT  FOR  1879. 
Amount  of  taxes  called  for  as  per  warrant,  $62,521   84 

Amount  deposited  with  Treasurer, 

as  per  vouchers,  to  Dec.  1,  $47,600  00 

Abatements,  992  63 

$48,592  63 


Balance  uncollected  Dec.  1st,  $13,929  21 

Amount  collected  since  Dec.  1st  to  date,-  2,600  00 


Leaving  balance  uncollected,  $11,329  21 

SAMUEL  O.  GATES,  OoUector. 
Keene,  Dec.  18th.  1879. 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  submit  the  following  re- 
port : 

DR. 

To  balance  of  appropriation  unexpended, 

Dec.  1st,  1878,  S155  23 

To  appropriation  for  1879,  500  00 

To  received  by  Librarian  from  fines,  sale 

of  catalogues,  supplements  and  waste  paper,  G4  98 


Total, 

$720  21 

CR. 

By  amount  expended  for  books, 

$553  95 

"'                     repairing  books. 

60  70 

"                     re-covering  books. 

35  00 

By  cash  paid  City  Treasurer,  amount  of  fines, 

sale  of  catalogues,  &c., 

64  98 

By  unexpended  balance, 

5  58 

Total,  $720  21 

Number  of  books  in  the  Library,  Dec.  1,  1878,  3,942 

"  withdrawn,  worn  out  or  out  of  print,  17 


3,925 


New  books  added  the  present  year,  of  which  43 

were  duplicates,  363 


Total  number,  Dec.  1,  1879,  4,288 

Number  of  books  re-covered,  2,810 

"Whole  number  of  cards  issued  to  Dec.  1,  1878,  1,983 

''             "                  during  year  1879,  252 

Books  lost,  0 
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Number  of  books  issued  during 

the 

year, 

25,214 

December,  1878, 

2,19G 

June,       1879, 

667 

January,      1879, 

2,474 

July, 

1,650 

February,        " 

2,620 

August,     " 

1,935 

March,            ^ 

2,698 

Sept.,         " 

1,747 

April, 

2,790 

October,    ' ' 

2,056 

May,               " 

2,393 

Nov., 

2,176 

During  the  month  of  June  the  Library  was  closed  two 
weeks  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  the  room  and  enlarging  it, 
re-arranging  the  book-cases  and  examining  the  books.  With 
that  exception,  and  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  it  has  been 
open  every  day  and  evening  during  the  year. 

With  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  percentage  of  the  different 
classes  of  books  called  for  and  read  by  our  community,  the 
title  of  ever}-  book  given  out  during  the  month  of  March  was 
taken  down.  The  whole  number  was  2,698,  in  the  follow- 
ing proportions  : 

Fiction  and  Juvenile  Literature,  71  per  cent. 

Travels,  7 

Biography,  5J 

Poetry,  3 

History-,  •  2  J 

Miscellaneous,  1 1 

100 
This  may  seem  a  very  large  proportion  of  fiction,  but  that 
it  is  not  exceptionally  so  is  shown  hy  the  reports  of  other 
librarians.  From  the  report  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
made  last  July,  we  learn  that  the  proportion  of  fiction  and 
juvenile  literature  issued  from  the 

Central  Library  was  72  per  cent. 

East  Boston  branch,  81 

South  Boston  branch,  76 

Roxbury,  ■  84 

Brighton,  75 

Dorchester,  82 

South  End,  78 

Jamaica  Plain,  62 
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Natick  Public  Library,  76  per  cent. 

Marblehead         "  77       " 

Clinton  "  75       " 

An  editorial  in  The  Literary  World  states  that  the  reports 
of  twenty-four  public  libraries  are  said  to  show  tliat  sixty- 
eight  per  cent,  of  tlie  books  taken  are  works  of  fiction ;  and 
asks  whether  we  shall  weep  over  and  scold  about  this  fact, 
and  establish  censorships  to  reduce  the  number  of  novels  on 
our  shelves  or  to  abridge  the  number  given  out  to  the  public, 
or  shall  we  ask  that  our  authors  give  us  better  novels  ?  and 
suggests  that  as  the  people  generally  get  what  they  want,  the 
latter  course  would  be  the  best,  that  we  may  have  not  fewer 
but  better  novels. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Jr.,  in  a  paper  on  Public  Libra- 
ries, says,  "  We  find  that  of  all  forms  of  literature  there  is 
not  one  which  in  popularity  can  compare  vvith  fiction. 
From  the  cradle  to  the  grave  men  and  women  love  stor}-- 
telling  ;  and  it  is  well  they  do.  A  good  novel  is  a  good  thing, 
and  a  love  for  good  novels  is  a  health}-  taste,  and  there  is  no 
striking  episode  in  history  which  has  not  been  made  the  basis 
of  some  good  work  of  fiction." 

And  in  a  paper  on  "■  Fiction  in  Public  Libraries,"  read  at 
the  third  general  meeting  of  the  American  Librar}-  Associa- 
tion, he  sa^'s  :  "In  the  first  place,  as  respects  the  purchase  of 
fiction.  Inasmuch  as  ever}'  one  who  has  paid  any  attention 
to  the  statistics  of  library  reading  is  well  aware  of  the  fact,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  state  that  fiction  constitutes,  on  a  rough 
average,  two-thirds  of  the  whole  of  that  reading.  That  it 
does  so,  and  in  spite  of  anything  that  can  be  done  to  alter  the 
fact  will  continue  to  do  so,  I  am  not  at  all  disposed  to 
lament.  I  look  upon  the  appetite  as  a  healthy  and  natural 
one,  and  the  average  as  no  more  than  fair.  The  lives  of  no 
community  are  over  and  above  gay ;  and  when  those  long 
hours  of  labor,  the  i)rice  of  existence  with  the  majority,  are 
over,  the  health}-  nature  craves  amusement.  Long  before  Ho- 
mer and  Herodotus,  the  bard  and  the  stoiy-teller  were  the 
authors  in  most  eager  I'equest ;  and  it  is  juvenile  fiction,  and 
not  philosophy,  w^hich  the  children  cry  for  now-a-da^-s.     I  do 
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not  know  an}*  more  innocent  wa^-  of  getting  this  amusement 
tiian  by  losing  one's  self  in  a  novel." 

He  then  says,  that  the  demand  for  this  class  of  literature 
is  very  great ;  but  he  doubts  whether  the  wholesale  purchase 
by  the  trustees  of  public  libraries  of  trash3'  and  ephemeral 
literature  is  justifiable,  and  recommends  that  onl^'  standard 
works  of  fiction,  or  anything  else,  be  put  upon  the  shelves, 
leaving  the  passing  publications  of  the  day.  the  trash}'  and 
sensational  novel  in  particular,  to.  the  counters  of  the  circu- 
lating libraries,  where  the}'  can  alwaj's  be  obtained  at  a  mod- 
erate charge.  Again:  "The  demand  for  the  sensational  and 
more  highl}'  seasoned  literature  of  the  da}- — the  Southworths, 
the  Ouidas,  the  Optics  and  the  Kiugstons — would  then  be 
measured  and  limited,  as  it  should  be,  by  the  willingness  to 
pay  something  for  it,  and  not  stimulated  by  a  free  distribu- 
tion." 

This  arrangement  would  leave  to  the  public  library  its 
proper  function  of  educating  the  people,  while  the  circulating 
library  would  furnish  books  of  mere  amusement. 

While  we  admit  that  the  appetite  for  fiction  cannot  be  cured, 
we  believe  that  it  may  be  in  a  measure  controlled  ;  but  it  must 
be  done  by  parents  and  teachers  rather  than  by  the  trustees 
or  librarian.  If  teachers  would  make  lists  of  such  books 
(and  by  application  they  can  have  access  to  the  shelves  for 
that  purpose)  as  would  be  helpful  to  their  pupils,  either  in  the 
line  of  their  studies  or  for  general  reading,  and  post  them  in 
the  school-rooms  for  constant  reference,  much  good  might  be 
done  by  stimulating  a  desire  for  the  best  books,  and  thus  aid 
in  developing  a  taste  which  would  not  only  supplement  our 
school  education,  but  be  a  resource  and  comfort  through  life. 

A  writer  in  The  Contemporary  Beview,  an  English  journal, 
says:  "In  a  well  equipped  free  library,  no  standard  English 
author  should  be  conspicuous  by  his  absence.  The  poets, 
from  Chaucer  to  Tennyson  and  Browning ;  the  dramatists, 
from  Shakespeare  to  Gilbert  and  Tom  Taylor ;  modern  histo- 
rians, from  Hume  and  Gibbon  to  Froude  and  Freeman  ;  the 
modern  theologians,  from  Hooker  and  Jeremy  Taylor  to  Canon 
Farrar  and  the  Dean  of  Westminster ;  the  modern  essayists. 
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from  the  projectors  of  the  Tattler  and  Spectator  to  tlie  con- 
tributors to  the  current  reviews  and  magazines  ;  the  philoso- 
phers, the  leaders  of  all  departments  of  science,  should  be 
there ;  the  best  writers  of  prose  fiction,  also,  from  Fielding 
and  Goldsmith  to  Trollope  and  George  P^liot,  should  be  well 
represented." 

We  have  quoted  freely  from  these  writers,  because  this 
question  of  fiction  in  public  libraries  is  the  one  which  is  agi- 
tating all  those  who  have  the  care  of  those  libraries,  and 
because  they  have  set  forth  so  fully  and  cleai'l^'  the  principles 
by  which  3'our  Trustees  have  been  governed  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  money  entrusted  to  them.  AVhere  all  tastes  are 
to  he  considered,  the  task  of  selecting  l)ooks  is  a  delicate  and 
difficult  one,  and  the  Trustees  must  in  a  measure  exercise  the 
functions  of  censors,  and  decide  in  effect  what  may  be  read  at 
public  expense  and  wliat  not,  in  order  to  keep  the  expendi- 
tures within  the  limits  of  the  annual  appropriation  voted  by 
the  cit}'  government.  In  exercising  this  power,  the  Trustees 
have  availed  themselves  of  all  the  assistance  the}'  could 
obtain,  both  from  public  and  private  sources,  so  that  each 
department  of  literature  should  be  represented  b}-  some  of  the 
works  of  the  best  writers  ;  and  the}^  trust  that  the  general 
public  has  been  well  served  and  satisfied,  although  it  may 
have  happened  that  individuals  have  occasionally  failed  to 
find  on  our  shelves  the  particular  work  they  desired.  During 
the  past  year  the  postal  card  reserve  s^'stem  has  been  intro- 
duced, which,  although  apparently  but  little  understood, 
meets  with  favor  from  those  who  have  tried  it,  as  it  tends  to 
break  up  "  rings"  of  readers,  who  pass  books  from  card  to 
card  without  allowing  others  a  fair  chance  of  getting  them. 
Under  this  system  any  person  desiring  a  particular  book, 
which  is  in  constant  demand,  leaves  with  the  librarian  a 
postal  card  addressed  to  himself,  with  the  title  of  the  book 
upon  it.  When  the  book  comes  in,  the  librarian  dates  the 
card  and  drops  it  in  the  post  office,  and  retains  the  book  one 
day,  or  over  two  deliveries,  before  allowing  any  other  person 
to  take  it. 

The  Trustees  take  this  opportunity  to  express  their  sails- 


135 

faction  with  the  faithful  manner  in  wliich  Mrs.  Converse  has 
performed  tlie  duties  of  Librarian  during  the  past  year. 
Respectfull}', 

WM.  P.  CHAMBERLAIN, 
MRS.  IL  M.  IIATCIL 
A.  B.  HEYWOOD, 
MRS.  M.  R.  OSBOR-NE, 
D.  W.  GILBERT, 
MRS.  E.  J.  C.  GILBERT, 

Board  of  Trustees. 

Koene,  Dec.  1st,  1879. 


